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ROMANISM IN RUSSIA 



CHAPTER I. 



STATE OF THE CATHOLIC CHUKCH UNDEE THE 
EEIGN OF THE EMPEEOE PAUL. 



At the commencement of his reign, the Emperor Paul 
showers favours upon Siestrencewitz and names him Metro- 
politan, 1798. — The system of the Empress Catherine in the 
ecclesiastical administration preserved. — Establishment of a 
department for the affairs of the Eoman clergy, 1797. — Eela- 
tions with Eome. — New delimitation of the dioceses, 1798. — 
Augmentation of the number of dioceses and of episcopal 
charges. — Eegulations for the churches and convents of the 
Catholic rite, 1798. — Nunciature of Count Litta. — He finds 
anxiliapes among the Enights of Malta and the French 
emigrants. — The Order of La Trappe introduced into Eussia by 
emigrants. — The delimitation of the dioceses confirmed by the 
Nuncio, 1798. — The Emperor names the bishops to these dio- 
ceses. — The Nunciature of Count Litta appears to become 
permanent. — Signification of this oflScial. — Ideas of Sies- 
trencewitz upon the discipline of the clergy contained in his 
Memoire, 1798". — His ideas as to the power of the Pope and 
the Nunciature. — Misunderstandings of the Government and 
the Nuncio, and his dismissal in 1799. — ^Efforts of Pope Pius 
VII. to renew this Nunciature at St. Petersburg, 1801. — 
Animosity and intrigues of the Jesuits against the Metro- 

TOL. 11. B 
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politan Father Grnber.— The Chiirch of St. Petersburg 

confided to the Jesuits. — ^Disgrace of the Metropolitan. — His 
exile, 1800. — The Jesuits do away with the administration of 
the Catholic Church in Bussia.— They completely deteriorate 
its basis. — The Jesuits spread themselves over the country. — 
Intervention of the Emperor Paul with the Ottoman Porte in 
favour of the Jesuits, 1800. — Brief of the Pope for the re- 
establishment of the Order of the Jesuits in Bussia at the 
request of the Emperor Paul, 1801. — Francis Carew, General 

of the Order Gruber succeeds Carew. — Siestrencewitz in his 

exUe. — State of the United Greek Church. — Establishment of 
the dioceses of Brest and of Luck, 1798. — The administration 
of the United Greek Church devolves on the Catholic Depart- 
ment. — Artificial means by vrhich the Union is sustained. — 
Latin Propagand. 

That which under Catherine was the result of a 
system based on profound conviction, was only a 
work of haphazard, sometimes fortunate, but often 
fatal, under her successor. In State affaii-s the 
Emperor Paul pursued, as one may say, the idea 
of abolishing aU that had been created by his 
mother, of doing everything contrary to what she 
had done, and when he found it impossible to 
destroy what she had instituted, he changed the 
name of the institution. The administration of 
the Eoman Catholic Church, formed, nevertheless, 
an exception to this general plan, inasmuch as 
Siestrencewitz enjoyed the favour of his sovereign. 
The merit of this exemption belongs only to the 
bishop himself, to whose hands Catholicism was at 
this juncture confided in Eussia. During the first 
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years of his reign, the Emperor Paul was well 
disposed to Siestrencewitz ; he conferred on him 
the Order of St. Andrew, gave him in 1798 the 
title of Metropolitan, obtained for him and for his 
successors in this dignity, a cardinal's hat from 
Eome, and .what was still more important and 
expressive as a particular mark of his favour, he 
made him Cominander of the Grand Cross of the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem. For a short 
time the administration of the Catholic Church 
continued on the basis on which it was placed by 
Catherine ; the episcopal authority over the entire 
clergy was as complete as under her reign: the 
relation of the State towards the Church did not 
vary, but some changes in detail were, however, 
introduced in the administration which denoted 
that the powerful hand of the Directress existed no 
more. In 1797, a special department was estab- 
lished in the Ministry of Justice for the affairs of 
the Koman clergy, but the following year this 
department was entirely separated from the minis- 
try, and subordinated to the archbishop, whose 
importance it consequently augmented, as all cases 
of appeal from the Eoman dioceses against the 
sentence of the consistories were carried to and 
decided by him. All this was the work of Sies- 
trencewitz. 

b2 
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As to the emperor, he took an active part in the 
transactions occurring with Kome, and in this 
respect he gave an impulse to the line of conduct 
to be always followed by the Russian Government. 
The better to judge of his disposition towards the 
Holy See, it is interesting to glance at the resolu- 
tions wiitten by his own hand in reply to a demand 
of the Pope in 1797. These resolutions define 
the authority of the Pope in Eussia ; and as very 
characteristic we give them in their primitive 
form : — 



Demands of Home. 

1st. The preservation of 
the rights accorded to the 
instituted Orders of the Ca- 
thoHo religion. 

2nd. The preservation of 
the property of the Clergy, 
and liberty of conscience. 

3rd. The restoration of the 
ancient Order in all ecclesi- 
astical rights, in case they 
have been previously modi- 
fied. 

4th. Of the recognition by 
the Catholics of the supre- 
macy of the Pope, and the 
right to nominate bishops of 
the two rites. Catholic and 
United Greek, in proportion 
to the Catholic population of 
the empire. 



IJesolutions op the Em- 

PEROB. 

1st. As I have receiyed, so 
I shall maintain them. 



2nd. The samei 



3rd. It is vain to demand 
this. 



4th. That which has been 
and still subsists shall re- 
main. 
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Demands op Bome;. BesoiiUiions of tiie Em- 

PEROE. 

5th. The preservation of 5th. In this case the Em- 
the hierarchy ; in short that a peror will prescribe as ap- 
bishop cannot exercise his pears to him necessary, 
authority without first re- 
ceiving the bull o{ installa- 
tion and canonical authorisa- 
tion from the Holy See. 

Cth. The preservation of 6th. It is not necessary to 
the convents in their actual consider this. It is not the 
condition, and the ameliora- E;nperor's affair. Left with- 
tion of the position of the out any reply. 
Monastic Orders. 

From these demands of Eome we may reason- 
ably deduce the following conclusions : — that Eome, 
satisfied with the enactments of the Empress 
Catherine as to the administration of the Roman 
Church, wished to preserve the rights and piivileges 
accorded the Catholic clergy by this sovereign. 
But at the same time Eome conceived further 
projects : she would domineer over the Catholics in 
Eussia, and disregarding the power of the State, 
would ti7 to propagate her creed by the augmenta- 
tion of the number of dioceses. The immunities and 
privileges that the Catholics of Eussia enjoyed were 
not enough for her. She cautiously required in 
writing a promise that they should not be violated — 
in a word, an obligation by the Government — a 
species of concordat. But the Emperor acted pru- 
dently. He gave no obligation by which the 
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sovereigns of Russia were bound by anything but 
their own individual will to act as seemed to them 
best for the benefit of their Catholic subjects ; and 
as to other demands incompatible with the dignity 
of the empu-e, he rejected them altogether. It is 
worthy of remark that at this epoch Eome herself 
recognised the decadence of the Monastic Orders ; 
already at this period she was uneasy at the 
diminution in the number of the convents, and of 
the preservation to the clergy of their landed 
properties, and tried to obtain a guarantee on these 
heads to prevent their secularisation which appeared 
to her probable, particularly as this question had 
before been mooted in the Polish Diets. 

While limiting the encroaching tendencies of 
Eome, the Emperor Paul was far from being hostile 
to Catholicism or the Papacy. On the contrary, 
distinguished from certain other sovereigns of his 
time, he came to the aid of the two Popes, his 
contemporaries, with that chivalrous enthusiasm 
which characterised him. At the first intelligence 
of the occupation of the Roman territory by the 
troops of the French Republic, he proposed to 
Pius VI. a safe and honourable asylum in Russia. 
His favourite idea was to restore to the Popedom the 
tenitories and legations conqueued from her by the 
French Republic. At the time of the assassinatioa 
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of General Duphot in December, 1797, when Ber- 
thier marched against Rome, and at St. Petershurg 
every one feared serious dangers for the octo- 
genarian and sick Pope, the Emperor called the 
Metropolitan Siestrencewitz on the 24th January, 
1798, and «aid, requesting him to be seated : — 
" You know what is passing at Eome ; the next two 
or three couriers may bring the news of the Pope's 
death, as they have already administered the Com- 
munion. I foresee what may happen. The French 
may or may not elect a Pope. He may even be 
canonically elected ; but later prove by his man- 
dates and iii^ bulls that his opinions are French, 
and not conformable to the dogmas of the Catholic 
Church and the Gospel. In this case it is neces- 
sary to foresee and be ready to act. He rules over 
ten millions of flocks. I respect the Catholic reli- 
gion, and will that it remains intact. We shall 
quietly await the news of the death of his Holi- 
ness, which must shortly happen; and I now 
request you not to mention that which I shall say 
to you. I wish you to be prepared for this event, 
that the order and tranquillity of the Catholic 
Church in our dominions be not disturbed. If the 
new Pope be orthodox all vriU be well ; if he be 
constitutional, things shall remain as they are at 
present. His bulls and mandates shall be received 
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as before with tlie sovereign approbation ; but if he 
shows that he propagates French maxims, and 
that political exigence obliges us to forbid thero, 
then I shall declare you Chief of the Chm-ch in 
Russia in order to rescue the Catholic faith. I 
repeat, therefore, that if the newly elected Pope be 
not orthodox in his bulls and maxims — to be de- 
termined by future facts — and as it may happen 
that he be not, it wUl be necessary to be ready, 
that the novelty of the ease embarrass us not. The 
fifteen months of my reign, which the Almighty 
has blessed, has taught me to foresee events. A 
Catholic has prophesied that in the year 1798 
there would be no Pope, and in the cupola of St. 
Peter, where there are the medallions and the relics 
of all the Popes, the place for Pius VI. is the last."* 
On the elevation of Pius VII. to the pontifical 
throne, the Emperor renewed the offer he had made 
to Pius VI., through Monsieur Italinsky, his minis- 
ter at the Court of Naples. The Pope was ex<- 
ceedingly touched. " This new proof of your 
kindness and magnanimity," he replied to the 
Emperor, "has excited in our heart the most lively 
gi-atitude. But," he added, " as to what concerns 
our departure, we should only think of it in case 
•that circumstances of importance imperiously 
demand it for the good of religion, without any 
• Memoirs written by Siestrenoevi;itz. 
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particular solicitude for ourselves. We avow, how- 
ever, that the amicahle and sincere intentions of 
the French Government have relieved us from all 
apprehension on this head. Thus we have remained 
quietly in our See, and our hopes have not heen 
deceived. The' conduct of the French army in our 
States corresponds perfectly with the declarations 
and commands of its Government; and justice 
obliges us to acknowledge it to your Imperial 
Majesty. But if circumstances happily permitted 
us to remain in our States, we, nevertheless, retain 
eternal gratitude in the depths of our heart for 
your Majesty's friendship, testified on this occa- 
sion." Pope Pius VII. did not cease to prove his 
gratitude to the Emperor Paul, and to try to meiit 
his good opinion. An autograph letter written to 
this Sovereign, dated 9th March, 1801, expresses 
the Pope's private feelings: — "As the successor of 
Pius VI., we claim from your imperial Majesty the 
same interest testified towards this great Pontiff 
since the day that he enjoyed in this city the 
presence of your Majesty.* Animated by the senti- 
ments of friendship and admiration inherited from 
our predecessor, and bound by the strongest cords 
of gratitude for many proofs of interest in us, we 
have grounds to hope that the same goodness may 
be extended towards ourselves. But our confidence 
* The Emperor Fanl had visited Borne vrheu Grand Duke. 
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is still more firmly fixed on that grandeur of soul of 
your Imperial Majesty, which will certainly not fail 
to support the Church of Rome by your distin- 
guished protection." 

Eeturning now to the interior organisation of the 
Catholic Church in Russia, we must preliminarily 
remark that in 1798 there took place a new deli- 
mitation of the dioceses. They were formed into 
six. 1st. The Archbishopric of Mohilew for White 
Russia, including the government of Kiew and all 
the churches of the empire that made no part 
with any other diocese. 2nd. The Bishopric of 
Wnna for the governments of Lithuania (actually 
the government of Wilna and Grodno) and Cour- 
land with the exception of Samogitia. 3rd. The 
Bishopric of Samogitia in the actual government of 
Kowno. 4th. The diocese di Luck for the Volhy- 
nia. 5th. Kamience for Podolia. And 6th. The 
Bishopric of Minsk; for the government of the 
same name. A vicar to each bishop was appointed ; 
and the Archbishop received three, one of whom 
bore the title of Suffragan of Mohilew, who was 
charged with the affairs of the See, as the Metropo- 
litan generally resided at St. Petersburg. The second 
vicar resided at Polotsk, and the third at Kiew. 

This augmentation of the dioceses and eccle- 
siastical appointments, although conformable to the 
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principles of administration followed until then, 
would probably never have taken place under the 
Empress Catherine. As for the Catholics they were 
quite useless ; and for an empire now Catholic in 
the midst of a population of the Greek rites, they 
were unnecessary. But it is not difficult to excuse 
Siestrencewitz, who was a Roman Catholic prelate 
and not a Eussian Statesman ; it was only natural 
that he was not indifferent to the propagation of 
Catholicism, and that in this instance he seconded 
that in which he was not guided by the Govern- 
ment. Ultramontane fanatics reproached him in not 
having taken greater advantage of the reign of the 
Emperor Paul to spread his creed in Eussia. 
That this multiplication of dioceses was unneces- 
sary may be judged by the fact that a short period 
before, under the Polish domination, at a time 
when Eomanism was the established religion, the 
country of Minsk did not form a diocese apart, but 
with its northern districts belonged to the See of 
Wilna, of which it formed a deanery with fifteen 
churches, its southern divisions appertaining to the 
Bishopric of Luck. This country, adhering to 
the Greek faith from time immemorial, did not 
commence to be Eomanised till the end of the 
sixteenth century, when the Monastic Orders in- 
creased so numerously that at the close of the 
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last century there were more convents than parish 
churches in the government of Minsk. This fact 
confirms our opinion above stated, as to the aim 
and signification of the religious fraternities in the 
Western provinces. At the time of the erection 
of the diocese of Minsk, there were only in the 
Government fifty ehm-ches, whereas the Billl 
authorising its formation enumerates one hundred 
and fifty, apparently to justify the extension. It 
is evident that the establishment of this useless 
diocese, which was not deficient in clergy, served 
only to propagate Popery, to draw closer the lines 
of the union, and to spread it amongst the 
populations. The creation of vicarats, too, had no 
other intention; If the vicars were of any utility 
in the See, as the Metropolitan resided at St. 
Petersburg, their number was exaggerated; but 
these vicarages were altogether useless for the 
diocese, as well as for all other bishoprics which 
did not surpass the limits of a government. With 
the exception of Samogitia, these governments 
had only a few churches and congregations belong- 
ing to the Latin faith in comparison to other 
Confessions. The government of Volhynia con- 
tained one hundred churches, and there were still 
more in that of Podolia. To permit liberty of 
conscience to every man is the duty of an equitable 
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government, but to propagate a strange religion in a 
country where there is a recognised and established 
faith, is not the obligation of sovereigns. In this 
case the Russian Government acted, not in the 
interests of the empire, but in those of Rome, 
and it merits Catholic gratitude for its particular 
kindness towards the Roman Church. 

In short, as we have mentioned, the principal 
basis of the administration was preserved. The 
ukase for an establishment of the dioceses con- 
firmed the limits allotted to the power of the Pope 
in the empire as traced by Catherine, by prohibiting 
the promulgation of his bulls and briefs without 
the supreme authority, and controlling all dii-ect 
relations between the clergy and foreign interfer- 
ence. The subordination of the Monastic Orders 
and their Provincials to the Bishops — the nomina- 
tion to capitulary as well as parochial dignities by 
the Bishops without being trammelled by patrons — 
was also confirmed. Thus, while the domain of 
Romanism was extended, the administrative organi- 
sation of the Church was not changed. These 
principles were still more developed in the regula- 
tion for the convents and the Roman Catholic 
churches of the empire, published in 1798. As 
the Monastic Orders were in the most complete 
disorganisation — a fact of which even Rome herself 
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was convinced — their regulation became imperatiye. 
Notwithstanding the subordination enjoined towards 
their diocesan Bishops, adopted by the Eussian 
Government as the base of their re-organisation, 
they were, nevertheless, relatively independent, as 
they preserved the right to meet for the discussion 
of the affairs of their Order, and for the election of 
Provincials, Priors, and other superiors. The 
elected owing only their election to their con- 
stituents, often refused obedience to the Bishops, 
who had no voice in their nomination. These 
assemblies of the Orders were, therefore, abolished 
as inconvenient or useless for the Convents, seeing 
that the Monks very often went to distant districts. 
The choice of the Provincials and other Monastic 
Superiors lay vrith the Bishop, who also received 
authority to inspect the establishments, but com- 
plaiats against the Provincials were to be carried 
to the local consistories. The Monks were not 
permitted peregrinations from one diocese to 
another, or allowed to absent themselves volun- 
tarily, or even to quit the convent for any length 
of time, though remaining in the same diocese, 
without a written permission from the Prior or 
Superior. They were forbidden to preach or pub- 
lish works on political matters, particularly con- 
cerning the Government, and were recommended 
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to exercise themselves in Christian virtues and 
religious meditations. To prevent the entry of 
individuals into an Order who were not quite 
decided as to their vocation, who might later repent 
of that on which they had not sufficiently reflected, 
it was enacted that novices should only make a 
simple vow, smplicia vota, but the more solemn 
and definite one should not be pronounced until 
after consecration as under deacon. A woman 
before becoming a nun should attain her twenty- 
second year. All convents, without distinction of 
Order, were held to contribute to the public support, 
according to their means. As stated in the regula- 
tions, "all Monastic Orders shall serve the country, 
and contribute to its welfare;" the one, like the 
Jesuits and the Piares, by instructing youth con- 
formably to their rules; the others, who live in 
retirement like the Carmelites and Cistercians, by 
sacrificing a part of their revenues for the support 
of hospitals, hospices, and schools ; the nuns by 
educating poor girls, attending the sick, and solac- 
ing the indigent and unfortunate. It is worthy of 
remark, that the regulations defined the true signi- 
fication of the ecclesiastical estates, which were 
recognised as belonging to the clergy generally, 
and not exclusively to churches and convents 
merely because wiitten in their name. This defi- 
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nition forbade the sale or exchange of these estates, 
and the Bishops were charged to see that they were 
not dissipated. In this way, the regulations con- 
firmed and developed the general principle of the 
hierarchical organisation of the Eoman clergy 
which the Empress Catherine had laid down as the 
fundamental basis of the administration. 

Eome hurried to affix her sanction to the new 
delimitation of the dioceses published by the 
Emperor, and, under this pretext, delegated a 
Nuncio to Eussia. During the last years of the 
reign of the Empress Catherine, the Pope had 
exerted every effort to have a representative at 
her Court, and had destined Count Litta, for- 
merly Legate at Warsaw, to this post. At War- 
saw the Count had an opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with some influential Eussians ; he had 
also a support in the person of his brother, the 
Minister of the Order of Malta. The Eussian 
Government had foreseen this move in time, and 
for six months made no response to the demands 
of the Court of Eome. But on the renewal of 
attempts to forward this scheme, she, in 1796, 
exacted a preliminary declaration from the Pope as 
to the mission he had confided to his Legate — 
upon the extent of his authority, and, at the same 
time, gave him to understand that even negotia- 
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tions with respect to this subject could not be com- 
menced before certaia demands of the Russian 
Government were complied with — at the head of 
which stood the elevation of Siestrencewitz to th3 
dignity of a, Cardinal. That which under Catherine 
Rome could n(Jt obtain, she succeeded in gaining 
from her successor. Without any conditions or 
explanations, Count Litta, Archbishop of Thebes, 
arrived in St. Petersburg as Legate, officiaDy to con- 
firm the new dioceses. He found active and zealous 
auxiliaries among the French emigrants, residing 
in Russia, particularly in the members of the Order 
of Malta, who were favoured by the Emperor. 
The Count of Provence, in the suite of Louis 
XVIII., lived in Coiu-land, and the Count d'Artois, 
afterwards Charles X., resided at St. Petersbm-g, 
while the Prince of Cond6, with a whole army of 
emigrants, occupied the Volhynia. These exiles 
were devoted to Rome, and supported her on every 
occasion. With the Princess of Cond6 came the 
Order of La Trappe, the lady herself becoming 
Superior of the Nuns of this Society at Orsha, to 
whom, by command of the Emperor, the Basilians 
had to give up the edifice which they possessed in 
that city. It was at Orsha, also, that the Monks 
of La Trappe were placed, domiciled in a Convent; 
of the Bernardines. This Ordei', however, did not 

VOL. II. 
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long exist in Eussia, " all their wisdom and their 
virtue," said a contemporary, " consisting in the 
art of silence." The Emperor Paul, finding it 
useless to support a society for a science so easy 
and unnecessary, abolished it a short time after its 
arrival, and ordered the novices to be sent to their 
pa,rent3 to learn to speak, but with reflexion. The- 
Knights of Malta, who enjoyed the special favour 
of the Emperor, supported the Legate, the more so- 
that his brother, who was greatly esteemed by 
Paul, belonged to their number, having arrived to 
offer his Majesty the Grand Mastership and Pro- 
tectorship of the Order. 

On the 27th of July, 1798, the Legate confirmed 
the delimitation of the new episcopal sees. The- 
diocese of Minsk had a chapter of six prelates,, 
six canons, and six curates ; and the Legate sfeized 
this opportunity to augment the number ' of suffra- 
gans for his chief, contrary to the ukase of the 
26th April, by which law it was determined, as we 
have seen, that every bishop, with the exception of 
the Archbishop of Mohilew, should have but cne. 
Litta knew perfectly well the regulation on this- 
point ; but instead of conforming to it, he inserted' 
in the act constituting the Bishopric, four suffragans 
for the diocese of Wihia, viz : Wilna, Courland, 
Trocky, and Brest. This modification of the uskase. 
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though never confirmed by the Government, was 
never abolished, as it was disagreeable to deprive 
those actually in office of their places. 

But afterwards others were again elevated to 
those dignities, without any regard to the regularity 
or legality of* their nomination. The Emperor 
named Kossakowsky, ci-devantBisho^ of Inflandt, to 
the See of Wilna; Cieciszewski, ci-devant Bishop of 
Zytomir,toLuck ; Prmce Joseph Gedroic to Samo- 
gitia; and Dembowsky, and afterwards Sierakowsky, 
to Kamience, with Dederko to the See of Minsk. 

■The Bishops of Samogitia and Luck preserved 
their estates, which were considerable. Samogitia 
counted 4479, Luck 2346 peasants on their lands. 
The other bishops received fiscal emoluments. 
The Archbishop and Bishop of Wilna were allowed 
the same subsidy as under the Empress Cathe- 
rine, while Kamience and Miosk received a sum 
of six thousand rubles each yearly. It is worthy 
of attention that at this juncture Kome con- 
templated the erection of a seventh diocese in the 
South. She however cherished this idea in silence, 
and with her usual perseverance carried out her 
object by the concordat of 1846. 

The confirmation of the new diocese was only 
a pretext for the mission of Count Litta, the 
real object of Eome being the establishment of 

02 
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a permanent Nunciature in Russia. The Empress 
Catherine had foreseen this, and declined to receive 
a Legate in her empire before the negotiations 
with which he was charged were declared. As 
such p];ecautions were not taken later, Rome 
carried out her designs.' Having accomplished the 
official mission, the Count continued to reside at 
St. Petersburg as Legate. The important signi- 
fication of this functionary was that Rome main- 
tained not merely a diplomatic agent who acquainted 
her with all that was passing in the country to 
•which he was accredited, but was at the same time 
a medium through which she directly governed the 
church and the Roman Catholic clergy. The Nuncio 
represented the double power of the Pope ; the 
temporal power as sovereign of the States of the 
Church, and the spiritual power as chief of that 
Church. Thus his representative was not only a 
simple envoy like the diplomatic agents of other 
countries, but what is more important, he arbitrated 
in the ecclesiastical administration of the country 
where he resided. 

In Poland there had formerly been a permanent 
Nuncio, who from thence governed all the Latin 
clergy both of that kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania. This functionary decided 
and resolved all the important questions of 
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the administration. It was he who judged 
the bishops, who distributed ecclesiastical dig- 
nities either in the name of the king or of his 
own chief. He interfered in the interior organisa- 
tion of the clergy, abrogated the power of the 
Government, and extended the power of the Pope 
to almost unlimited extent, so that through his me- 
dium Kome might be said to have been transported 
to Poland. The clergy, forming in every accepta- 
tion of the word status in statu, nearly altogether 
forgot their nationality, considering themselves as 
citizens of the Eoman caste spread all over the 
universe. Thus, entirely devoted to Rome, and to 
their own privileges, it was very natural that they 
forgot their country's welfare. It was this which 
disquieted Eussia in the newly annexed provinces, 
where the clergy were akeady separated from the 
rest of the empii-e by nationality and idiom, — 
where the Government necessarily tried to produce 
a fusion with the other and interior parts of the 
country. The establishment of a Nuncio could 
only infuse a stronger element of divergence be- 
tween the body and the members of the empire, 
but happily the success of Eome was of short du- 
ration : the mistake was quickly perceived, and 
the Nunciature was abolished. 

The Metropolitan Siestrencewitz could not from 
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his con-victions and his knowledge of the country 
conceive the idea of extending the influence of 
Eome so far heyond rational limits in Eussia. 
These convictions are manifest in all the reor- 
ganisation of the Latin clergy uiider Catherine, 
and during the first years of the reign of the Em- 
peror Paul. All these reforms prove a sincere 
desire to save the Church and raise it, and to 
ameliorate the condition of the clergy; but the 
intervention of Rome, who disquieted herseK more 
about prerogatives than the religion she was called 
upon to preach, was declined. His opinions upon 
the pretensions of the Court of Eome are very 
aptly expressed in an autograph memorandum pre- 
served in the Archives of the Ministry at Moscow, 
bearing this title : — " De la hierarchie de I'eglise 
Catholique dans I'Empire." It was upon the 
basis of this document that, in 1798, the regula- 
tions above-mentioned were di-awn up ; but these 
regulations were only part of a project relating 
exclusively to the Monastic Orders, while the 
original memorandum of Siestrencewitz embraced 
every department of the administration of the 
clergy ; for example : the duties of the bishops ; the 
institution of seminaries ; the erection of schools ; 
and that which was most important, it indicated 
the motives for the proposed reforms. The ques- 
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"tion of the seminaries was separated from the 
general project and examined by the Senate, but 
was not decided until the reign of the Emperor 
Alexander I. As to the bishops the clause con- 
cerning them was also excluded, as, after the 
abbreviation qf the primitive design, it did not 
longer relate to all the ecclesiastical administration 
for which it was destined; and the preambles merely 
explained how indispensable were the measm-os 
taken. But these explanations unveUed the very 
essence of the published enactments, the opinions 
upon the relations between the temporal and the 
spiritual power, and the signification of the influ- 
ence of Rome. Examining them closely, we find 
the memorandum commences by the following defi- 
nition of the supremacy of the Roman Church : — 
" The sovereign has a right to the obedience and 
the fidelity of all his subjects of whatever religion 
or station they may be, either ecclesiastical or 
secular, not only as regards their social existence, 
but also by conscientiously following the precepts 
of Holy Scripture. As the Anointed of the Lord 
he is supreme in his empire over the Churches and 
the Christian clergy. As for the Catholic Church, 
the sovereign permits it to retain its dependence on 
the Pope as its chief in all that relates to its 
idogmas ; but for the interior discipline and govern- 
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ment in his dominions, it is confided to the dio- 
cesan bishops, his subjects," named always by the 
Emperor himself, and consecrated by the metropo- 
litan with the benediction of the Pope. The 
bishops possessed the same ecclesiastical authority 
which the prelates of the Church enjoyed during 
the first ten centuries of Christianity, before 
Gregory VI. abridged their power. They were 
amenable to a permanent Synod sitting at St. Peters- 
burg. The memorandum goes on to say: — " In the 
primitive Church, before the Popes had arrogated 
the interior jurisdiction of the dioceses, the arch- 
bishop assembled a council twice a year to decide 
the doctrinal discussions which were then the 
mode, as well as the affairs of the bishop. Such a 
council should be permanent at St. Petersburg, the 
Emperor himself to name the subjects of discus- 
sion, under the presidency of the archbishop when 
he came to the capital to visit the churches as 
customary. A secular Procureur should attend for 
the Emperor, and could arrest the execution of 
decrees and resolutions which he had reason to sus- 
pect. Whatever broached on the rights, or was 
contrary to the laws of the country, should be laid 
by him before the Senate. With respect to the 
proposed reforms of the Monastic Orders, Siestren- 
cewitz thus expressed himself — these reforms, by 
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the way, being partly realized: — "The first Monks 
lived in the deserts from which the early Christian 
bishops called them to the towns to succour their 
flocks. Their number increased, owing to the 
sanctity of their exterior severities and the ignor- 
ance and superstition of centuries, to such a point, 
that in the suburbs of Constantinople alone there 
were more than a hundred thousand Monks, and 
these men elevated or dethroned emperors or patri- 
archs alike. The Popes of Kome, seeing such an 
engme in the hands of the Church, resolved to 
raise a similar army of their own for similar pm-- 
poses ; and, understanding the spirit of the men, 
instituted for them religious Orders, leaving them 
free choice as to which to enter according to their 
wishes. The Pope secm-ed their attachment by 
exempting them from the jurisdiction of the 
bishops and their legitimate sovereigns, obliging 
them only to submit to the Generals of their Order, 
to whom exclusively they took an oath of obedience, 
and who resided at Kome. Two other vows were 
imposed upon them, the one forbidding them to 
marry, the other to have any personal property. 
Their regulations isolated and detached them from 
their country, from their family, and fi-om their 
relations, and even discharged them from submis- 
sion to their sovereign, so that in some cases, 
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the commands they received from their Generals 
amounted to absolution of their oath of allegiance 
to their legitimate prince. They executed these 
orders without hesitation, and passed into other 
countries, where in the convents of the same Order, 
they found, as one may term it, their native land. 
This establishment will be destroyed to its founda- 
tion when, in the first place, the religious shall 
submit exclusively to the jurisdiction of the dio- 
cesan bishops ; secondly, when they shall be pro- 
hibited the least relation with their Generals; 
thirdly, when in making their profession, they 
shall have for the object of their vows spiritual 
obedience, and the diocesan bishops as Generals 
of their Order; and fourthly, that they shall always 
beforehand take the oath of allegiance to their 
sovereign. The diversity of the religious Orders, 
which is as pernicious to the State as the too great 
number of devotees, would disappear under an ex- 
terior similarity of dress ; for example, a black 
cassock over the habit of the Order. By this 
regulation, some old men who are from long custom 
attached to their costume, need not be forced to 
wear the frock ; and those who like to conform to 
uniformity — and they are the greater number — • 
wearing the dress of the secular clergy, and dis- 
franchised from the caprices of their superiors and 
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monastic brethren, will be accustomed to the exe- 
cution of general regulations instituted for the 
monasteries, and established in the dioceses for the 
benefit of humanity." With the view of drawing 
together the different Monastic Orders, Siestrence- 
witz proposed to send provincials designated by the 
bishpp, to inspect the convents, without distinc- 
tion as to whether they were or were not of the 
Order to which this functionary belonged. By this 
plan he thought to do away with the inconveni- 
ences : first, that the visitor should not be compelled 
to run all over the diocese from one spot to another 
to find the convent of his Order, but could visit 
those in his vicinity; and secondly, in this way 
evade all partiality and too great intimacy with the 
foethren, a condescension which often induced the 
concealment of gross disorder. 

It was impossible to separate more clearly the 
doctrine of the dogmas of the Church from the 
abuses which belonged, properly speaking, only to 
the organisation and administration of the clergy 
supported by Eome for the furtherance of her own 
omnipotence, than Siestrencewitz here did. With 
respect to the dogmas, he marched openly against 
the abuses of the Papal power, but as Metropolitan 
of the Eoman Church he could not blindly curb it 
before all the injunctions emanating from Eome. 
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Good Catholic as he was, he was yet not a fana- 
tical priest. He recognised the Pope as head of 
his Church, but not as autocrat. So far from 
touching the dogmas of the faith, he tried only to 
uproot those abuses incompatible with the true 
spirit of Christianity — abuses which the Popes 
themselves had left or introduced into the Church. 
In the eyes of the Ultramontanists this was a 
crime ; but it was a signal merit in the sight of 
those who desired to see. the faith, and not the 
domination of caste, confirmed. Indeed the Latin 
priesthood, as constituted by Eome, often hid 
religion; — with them it was Eome first, religion 
afterwards. It sufficed to see the Pope and his 
entourage officially, to be convinced that it was not 
to the Almighty, but to the Eoman Pontiff that 
they rendered homage — it was only behind him 
that they perceived Christ crucified. 

The epoch of Siestrencewitz appeared peculiarly 
suitable for Catholicism. Corrupted by purely mun- 
dane considerations, and debased in public opinion, 
it was upon the point of sinking altogether in the 
Polish provinces. Eeforms were indispensable; 
but Eome, menaced by the French Eevolution, had 
only time to think of herself. Therefore, not only 
partial reforms, but a radical re-organization in 
the whole discipline of the Latin Church in Eussia 
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was possible. For the preservation of this Church 
its reformer could well sacrifice the ambitious 
views of its sei-vants. History itself presents us 
with a very striking example of how the Catholic 
clergy themselves set bounds to the authority of 
the Popes. Until the present day there exists at 
Utrecht in Holland a Catholic Church whose 
bishops, though faithful to the dogmas of the 
Koman creed, and recognising the Pope as Head 
of the Church, would not tolerate his intervention 
in the discipline and organisation of the priesthood; 
and, without demanding his permission and autho- 
rity, they themselves consecrated their bishops 
according to the rules of the primitive Church, 
confining themselves to informing Eome afterwards 
of the nomination of those whom they elevated to 
the episcopal dignity. According to the above it 
is not difficult to see how Siestrencewitz regarded 
the Nunciature of Count Litta. Hardly had the 
imperial sanction been given to his official recogni- 
tion, when the Metropolitan presented to the 
Emperor a brochure entitled " The Election of the 
Popes," in which he demonstrated how indispen- 
sable it was to limit the authority of the Holy 
Father in Kussia. He clearly proved from history 
that during the first centuries of Christianity the 
Popes were elected by the clergy and the people. 
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but were confirmed by the Emperor. He showed 
that eTen the consent of Eome to the consecration 
of the bishops was only a simple sign of ecclesias- 
tical unity ; and that the administrative authority 
in the dioceses belonged to the local bishops in so 
far~ as the laws of the State permitted. The" 
memorials afterwards presented by Siestrencewitz 
developed the same convictions, grounded on posi- 
tive proofs contrary to the pretensions of the 
Nuncio to enjoy the right of jurisdiction and the 
administration of the clergy in the empire. He 
even demanded that the buUs of the Pope should 
not only be submitted to the sanction of the 
Government, as hitherto practised in Eussia, but 
that Eome should send no bull or brief, unless at 
the express desire or demand of the Metropolitan, 
authorised by the Imperial Government. 

The Pope's Legate, Count Litta, brother of the 
favourite of the Emperor, was weU received at St. 
Petersburg. The Princes Bezborodko and Eepnin 
were chosen to conduct negotiations with him ; and 
when Eepnin afterwards left for Lithuania, Bezbo- 
rodko alone contiuued the conference. From his 
arrival Litta commenced to interfere in politics, 
in the interior administration of the dioceses, and 
particularly in the interests of the United Greeks. 
The Jesuits seized the opportunity to profit by his 
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presence, ■ and made every effort to emancipate 
themselves from dependence on the Metropolitan, 
and to be amenable only to their own General. 
The Emperor for a long time refused to see this ; 
but in November, 1798, he commanded Count 
Kostopchin to inform Siestrencewitz that the 
Nuncio should not interfere so much in affairs. 
Dating from this moment, the influence of the 
Nuncio with the Emperor declined. 

The Metropolitan's authority over all the clergy, 
with the confirmation of all the edicts previously 
promulgated on the subject of the examination of 
the Bulls of the Pope, was established; "so that 
the Holy Father, banished as he was from the 
Apostolic See, and driven into a foreign counti-y, 
could not forward to the bishops or other superiors 
of the Latin priesthood in the annexed Polish 
provinces, any bulls or briefs likely to induce con- 
flicts and tend to unsettle the country." Eecog- 
nising existing laws as sufficient for the regular 
transaction of the affairs of the Roman priesthood, 
the Emperor required the Metropolitan and other 
ecclesiastical authorities to direct their flocks ac- 
cording to the intentions of the above-named pre- 
scriptions and decrees which should afterwards be 
issued concerning the same, without paying any 
regard to the bulls of the Pope, " which we do not 
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acknowledge as necessary ;" it is said in the re- 
script addressed on this subject to the arch- 
bishop — " seeing that the power from which they 
emanate is actually through force of circumstances 
inactive." 

The Emperor meeting the Metropolitan on the 
27th March, 1799, said to him: "Should the 
Nuncio encroach on the imperial prerogative, 
should he interfere with jurisdiction and act con- 
trary to the institutions I have confirmed, I charge 
you to take the place of Procureur-General. You 
will not forget to address yourself to me in every- 
thing." Shortly after this Litta transmitted a 
memorandum to the Ministry, which bore evident 
marks of discontent, upon the pretended infraction 
of the rights of the Holy Father, on the occasion 
of the rescript sent to the Archbishop Metropolitan 
Siestrencewitz, 17th March, 1799, with respect to 
the reception of the Papal bulls in Eussia. In 
reply to these observations of the Nuncio the 
Ministry thought fit to remit a note, in which, 
after having made him feel that there was neither 
persecution nor intolerance in the resolutions of 
this rescript, finished by declaring, first, — that in all 
things concerning the temporal power of the Pioman 
Catholic Church in Eussia, it shall be subject 
without restriction to the civil jurisdiction. Se- 
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condly, that the supremacy of the Eoman Pontiff 
shall be limited exclusively to the spiritual, that is 
to say, to the maintenance of the ceremonies, 
rites, and dogmas of his Church, on which depends 
the complete unity of the chief and the 'mem- 
bers. Thirdly, that it should be only to objects 
of a spiritual nature that the bulls of the holy 
Father should refer, in addressing himself to the 
bishops of the Catholic churches in Kussia. And, 
fourthly, to be assured that these bulls pass not 
the limits prescribed, it is necessary that every 
Catholic subject who demands one first obtain the 
consent of His Imperial Majesty, and before the 
reception of such in the empire they be presented 
to the Emperor, that the necessary vise be every 
time affixed. 

The opposition of the Legate to the measures of 
the Government irritated the Emperor, pai-ticu- 
larly as this opposition appeared to be systematic. 
In the first place, he protested against the choice 
of his Majesty in selecting Mgr. Sierakowski to 
the see of Kamienec, instead of his own candidate 
Dembowsky. Prince Bezborodko begged the Me- 
tropolitan to exert his influence to induce the 
Nuncio to desist from his pretensions, and to 
remind him that, as he had himself once had occa- 
sion to see, the Emperor never rescinded his deci- 

VOL. II. D 
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sions. But Litta declared that he should refuse 
SierakowsH the powers, without which he could 
not gOTem his See. The Emperor became furious. 
Heariug of his Majesty's iadignation, Litta imme- 
diately remitted to Eostopchin, then Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, the necessary authority by which 
Sierakowski could administer the diocese for a 
term of six years. But this concession arrived too 
late. Next day the Nuncio received a command not 
to present himself at Court; and a short time after- 
wards the Nunciature was abolished, Litta receiving 
an intimation to quit St. Petersburg within twenty- 
four hours. The Metropolitan was charged to 
communicate to the Pope the reasons for his 
Envoy's dismissal, the despatch being forwarded 
through the medium of Souwaroff. 

Under Pope Pius VII. Eome again endea- 
voured to persuade the Russian Government 
that a Nuncio was requisite at St. Petersburg. 
The interest which the Emperor Paul took in the 
Knights of Malta seemed to presage that relations 
might be easily brought about between the two 
Courts. On this occasion Senator Lisakewicz was 
sent to Eome in 1801, to whom the Pope expressed 
his desire that a Nunciature should be established 
inEussia; adding, "My views extend even farther; 
I desire to unite the Greek and Catholic Chm'ches. 
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To efifect such an important object, which would 
immortalise the name of the Great Paul L, I am 
ready to go personally to St. Petersburg to treat 
directly with the Emperor, whose character is 
eminently loyal, just, and chivalrous." 

After the degp.rture of Count Litta, Siestrencewitz 
did not long remain chief of the Catholic Church 
in Kussia, and therefore could not accomplish all 
the reforms he had marked out. His ancient 
enemies the Jesuits could not see with indifference 
the gradually increasing power of the Metropolitan. 
Por them he was a menace, inasmuch as he neither 
esteemed nor liked their Order, and by the regula- 
tions of 1798 they were subjected to episcopal 
authority. In paragraph twenty -three of the 
rules it is stated : " Monks capable of teaching, 
like the Jesuits and the Piares, must so employ 
their time, subject to the surveillance of the Arch- 
bishop, who, with regard to scientific objects which 
are useful to society, acts in concert with the civil 
power." This clause imposed control over the 
principal object of the institution of the Jesuits — 
the instruction of youth — the system and the 
means of which they kept a profound secret. This 
regulation was the most sensible blow their Order 
could receive ; and after some time they decided 
to make war on the Metropolitan by every means 

d2 
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in their power, notwithstanding that he enjoyed 
the protection of the Emperor, and had amved at 
such an exalted position in the Koman Catholic 
Church in Eussia, that he might be said to be the 
Patriarch of that religion. They selected as their 
instruDlent a Jesuit lately arrived from Austria, one 
Gruber, a cunning and able man, especially versed 
ia physical and mechanical sciences, in which he 
had made some discoveries. He came to St. 
Petersburg on pretence of presenting the Academy 
of Sciences with models of the improvements which 
he had succeeded in making in Mechanics. There 
he found a great number of protectors, among others 
some Russian nobles, with whom he had made ac- 
quaintance in passing through Polotsk, and who 
whUe in that p^rice were enchanted with the cabinet 
of physique, typography, and other scientific de- ' 
partments, well arranged and organised, belonging 
to the Jesuits. Gruber, and the members of the 
Order who accompanied him, introduced them- 
selves into society, visited the Academy, went 
every where, and foresaw the possibility of con- 
tracting useful connexions, distinguishing them- 
selves by their accomplishments and an affectation 
of extreme modesty. The reputation of their learn- 
ing and their exemplary piety reached the Emperor. 
He summoned Gruber, admired him greatly, and 
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as a mark of his favour confeiTed on him an Order 
of Knighthood. Gruber thanked his Majesty, but 
declined the decoration, on the plea that the rules 
of his Order prevented him. He artfully added, that 
he humbly devoted his sei-vices to sovereigns and 
their subjects only for the glory of God, ad major em 
Dei gloriam. This reply told upon the Emperor, 
who accorded him free access to his cabinet, late 
and early, repeating on every occasion the words, 
" ad majorem Dei gloriam." These visits to the 
Sovereign were not fruitless for the Jesuits ; they 
received the Church of St. Petersburg with all its 
endowments, and they at once opened a school and a 
seminary. Once' established, they embellished their 
church, did everything to please their parishion- 
ers, took nothing, at least in appearance, for their 
spiritual aid, and introduced preachers who under- 
stood many languages into the capital. Every- 
body spoke of the Jesuits, who obtained authority 
to augment their numbers in Western Eussia, 
where, until this period, there had only been a 
single noviciate at Polotsk. The Emperor restored 
the estates of theii- Society which had been confis- 
cated by the Pohsh Government when their Order 
was abolished in 1773. The Metropolitan obeyed 
his Sovereign's orders silently ; the slightest con- 
tradiction would only accelerate ths downfall of 
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those institutions and refonns which he had so 
laboriously erected in the ecclesiastical depart- 
ment ; — this took place, however, only some 
months later. The Jesuits were not content with 
the church of St. Petersburg only ; they endea- 
voured to take root in the capital, and grasped at 
the administration of the Latin clergy. In this 
they completely succeeded. Themselves screened 
from observation, their emissaries carried continual 
complaints against the Catholic department in the 
Ministry of Justice, presided over by the Metro- 
politan. The Emperor, desiring to ascertain the 
truth, called Grnber to question him on the subject, 
and the victory rested with the brethren. Sies- 
trencewitz was forbidden to appear at Court, and 
the decoration of the Knighta of Malta which he 
wore was taken from him. 

Some days later, at eleven in the evening, M. 
Silberharnisch, the Chief of the Police, waited on 
him at his residence in the district of Kolomna, 
near the church. He found the prelate in bed, 
and intimated the pleasure of the Ernperor that he 
should rise immediately and proceed to the Hotel 
of St. John (of the Order of Malta) to make way 
for Gruber. The Metropolitan arose, and at three 
o'clock in the morning was again in bed at the 
Hotel. Gruber arrived, took possession of tha 
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church, and at an interview with those of his 
parishioners who were his friends, he said, "Con- 
fess that I have well swept the Church." The 
Metropolitan, ignorant of his offence, and still 
more so of his future destiny, repaired to Count 
Pahlen, the Cfovemor- General of the city, and 
demanded to know what he had done that he should 
be forbidden to appear at Court. " In truth I do 
not know," replied the Count. He added, how- 
ever, "How do you stand with Gruber?" This 
question was enough. Siestrencewitz no longer 
doubted that Graber's manoeuvres had caused his 
disgrace. From Count Pahlen he went to Kou- 
tousoff, the Governor-General of WHna, who was 
an old friend of his, and asked the same question. 
The reply was more definite. "Father Gruber," 
said he, "complained of you before me, but I con- 
sidered his complaints so very unimportant, that I 
tried hard to bring about a reconciliation. Come 
to me to-morrow evening at seven; I shall also 
invite Gruber to come without fail." The Metro- 
politan was punctual to this appointment, and 
waited tiU nine o'clock for Gruber, but in vain. 
He then comprehended that the Father was false, 
and that his intentions to ruin him were unextin- 
guishable and inveterate. This was but the com- 
mencement of the di-ama. The Vhxe Gruber, who 
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had, as we know, tie right of entree to the Emperor 
at all hours, presented himself as usual. " What 
is the news ?" said his Majesty. " What is the 
conversation about in town?" "They amuse each 
other," answered Gruher, " about the Ukase which 
your Majesty has issued in our favour." "Who 
dares to do so?" exclaimed the Emperor. The 
Father drew from his pocket a list on which twenty- 
seven persons were inscribed for prescription. The 
order was immediately given to banish or imprison 
them all ; some were exUed or imprisoned at once, 
the others some days later, and among the latter 
were the Metropolitan and the members of the 
Ministry. The MetropoUtan received his conge the 
14th of Nov., 1800, and was banished to his estates. 
"These wolves," said Gruher, "wiU never return." 

Become arbitrators of the destinies of the Eoman 
Catholic Church in Eussia,the Jesuits, abolished and 
no longer recognised by the Pope, placed one of their 
creatures named Benislawsky, the coadjutor Bishop 
of the Metropolitan, at the head of the Latin hier- 
archy, who, according to the testimony of some less 
bitter enemies of Siestrencewitz, was incapable of 
directing such an administration. The sole aim of 
this man was to please his constituents the Jesuits. 

After the banishment of Siestrencewitz the 
principal basis upon which the administration of 
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the Eoman Catholic Church had rested since the 
time of the Empress Catherine was destroyed to 
its foundation, the episcopal power was paralysed, 
and the Monastic corporations replaced on their 
former footing. Benislawsky, a blind instrument in 
the hands of tte Jesuits, executed all their orders. 
To diminish the influence of the President of the 
Catholic Department, who was the Metropolitan, 
the right of the nomination of the members of this 
department, vested in him, was rescinded, and the 
election was confined to the dioceses. All subor- 
dination of the bishops to the Metropolitan was 
abrogated by the restoration of the right of patron- 
age for the secular clergy and the independence of 
the Monastic corporations, so that the bishops 
could only confer the priesthood on monks and 
permit them to confess and to celebrate. The 
Monastic Orders, exempt from all control, governed 
themselves by means of provincials of their own 
selection. Even under a geographical relation the 
provinces of the different Orders no longer corre- 
sponded with the limits of the dioceses. The 
Imperial Ukases lavished praises on the monks. 
Written, so to say, by the pen of the Jesuit, these 
eulogies were so exaggerated, that the rest of the 
clergy murmured at seeing in their chief a mute 
servant of that Order. A Catholic fanatic says: — 
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"We see with sentiments of pity and grief that the 
administration of the Monastic Orders by the 
Orders themselyes produces bitter fruits for the 
Church." But the Jesuits thought only of their 
Order, and did not labour in vain. They became 
the real masters of the ecclesiastical Catholic hier- 
archy, and profiting by their power and position 
they spread themselves in the course of a year to 
every extremity of the empire, seized some churches 
in the colonies of Saratoff and New Eussia, built 
churches at Kiga and Odessa, where they also 
estabhshed schools, and did the same at Astracan 
and Mpzdok. 

The Emperor's protection of the Jesuits ex- 
tended even beyond the limits of his empire. In a 
rescript of the 10th December, 1800, his Majesty 
desired Monsieur Tamara, his ambassador at Con- 
stantinople, to induce the Porte to accord grace to 
this Order, which was under his protection, and 
who, if their statements were correct, were ex- 
posed to persecutions in consequence of the war 
between France and Turkey. We remind our 
readers that after the abolition by the Pop^ of the 
Order of the Jesuits, these priests had been re- 
placed in the Ottoman States by the Order of St. 
Lazarus. At the outbreak of the French Eevolu- 
tion the residents and the French Consul drove 
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them out, and conJSscated the houses and estates of 
the Catholic clergy in favour of the Kepuhlic ; but 
after the declaration of war -with France the Porte 
in turn confiscated their property, and it was 
then that the Jesuits, through the intervention of 
the Bussian Government, solicited the restoration 
of the estates of their Order, confiscated by the 
French population before the proclamation of the 
New Kepublic. 

But that which crowned the intrigues of Gruber 
was the Brief of Pope Pius VII., dated March 7th, 
1801, and published at the solicitation of the 
Kussian Government, by which they were author- 
ised to assemble in community under the name of 
the Society of Jesus, but only in the Empire of 
Kussia, and to found schools. The Brief ran 
thus : — 

"We permit and accord by our apostolic authority 
the faculty and the power to you, General of the 
Order, and other priests residing in Russia, to 
unite, associate, and form into ore single body, and 
one whole and sole congregation, under the namo 
of the Society of Jesus, to which those residing in 
the provinces, whether actual members of this 
society or belonging to it afterwards, may be united, 
this Society to reside in one 6r several houses at 
the disposal and convenience of the Order, but in 
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Russia only, and not beyond the limits of that 
Empire. Further, we establish and recognise you, 
our dear son, as General of the Ladite Company or 
Society, at the disposition of the Apostolic See, 
vdth all the required and necessary powers. We 
permit that you follow as far as you can the rules 
of St. Ignatius, approved of by Pope Paul III., 
our predecessor ; and we declare that those whom 
you receive into your Order can apply themselves 
to the instruction of youth in the sciences and 
accomplishments, as well as in the administration 
of colleges and seminaries ; that with the approba- 
tion of the bishop of the place they may lawfully 
exercise the functions of the Holy Ministry, preach- 
ing the Word of God, hearing confessions, and 
administering the sacraments." It is quite evident 
that until this time the Jesuits had no right to 
officiate as priests, but that during thirty years 
they had actually arrogated this right in Prussia to 
themselves, in no case complying with the formal 
prescriptions of the Church, except when they 
found it convenient. Francis Carew was named 
General of the Order. 

Pope Pius Vn. on this occasion wrote personally 
to the Emperor Paul: — " The interest which your 
Majesty takes in the question relative to the canon- 
ical confirmation of the Society of Jesuits in your 
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Majesty's empire is an all-powerful motive to 
induce us to assent. We do not doubt that such a 
step will be a direct advantage to the CathoHo 
religion in Eussia, developing the education and 
culture of those subjects professing it, and extir- 
pating depraved. maxims contrary to religion, to the 
sovereign authority, and to society. These consider- 
ations, proper to our apostohc administration, induce 
us to concur in the wise views of your Imperial 
Majesty, and we have now the pleasure to forward 
the Brief by which we formally sanctioned the 
existence of the Jesuits in the Empire of Eussia, 
as required in your Majesty's letter." 

This epistle of the Pope did not find the Em- 
peror longer in this life ; and the Biief was put in 
execution at the commencement of the reign of the 
Emperor Alexander I., not by the General of the 
Order, Carew, dead in August, 1802, but by the 
famous Gruber, who replaced him. It is well to cite 
here a letter of the Chancellor to Gruber, 8th Sep- 
tember, 1802, which accompanied the sending of the 
Brief, as it contains the express conditions on which 
the Order was permitted to exist in Eussia, condi- 
tions subscribed to by the Jesuits, but quickly in- 
fringed, as we shall see. The Chancellor says : — 
"I have submitted to his Majesty your intention 
that the scientific studies in the colleges conducted 
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by you shall be introduced in the Kussian language, 
and have informed him of the care you will take 
that nothing whatever in yom* colleges and con- 
vents presents the least inconvenience for the 
dominant religion. His Majesty flatters himself 
that you will exactly fulfil the promises transmitted 
to me in the name of your Order. Should the 
Emperor be informed of any case of contraven- 
tion, and especially that any other than the youth 
of the Catholic Church embrace this doctrine, he 
will proceed against you with severity. These 
principles shall be the necessary condition of the 
protection of the Order of the Jesuits in Russia, 
and even of their future tolerance." 

But the Jesuits were not satisfied that the 
restoration of their Order was localized to Russia. 
The General of the Order complained to the Pope, 
pretending that the Emperor Paul particularly 
intended that the Order reconstituted in Russia 
should send missionaries into other countries. 

Siestrencewitz once at a distance, the ecclesias- 
tical administration was, so to speak, dissolved. 
As for him, he resided on his estate of Bouynicz, 
six versts from Mohilew, but transferred afterwards 
to his other estate of Malatycz, so that he might 
be the farther from the capital of his diocese; 
there he was placed under the surveillance of the 
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police as a man dangerous to the Government, for 
■which, nevertheless, he had done more than the 
Government did for itself. He supported this exile 
with dignity — an exile little merited — ^though re- 
duced to complete isolation, all access to him heing 
interdicted. But he consoled himself hy resorting 
to the studies of his early youth, devoting his 
leisure to scientific pursuits, finishing at this period 
his work, " La Tauride," commencing the "Life of 
Prince Potemkin," and writing and making re- 
searches upon the origin of the Slaves. 

It is easier to recount than to explain the 
chequered destiny of the union under the late 
Emperor Paul. He never appears to have even 
considered its transitory doctrines, and always 
ignored the institutions connected with it. His 
character, besides, led him into extremes, either 
into strong sympathies or inveterate dislikes. He 
many times said to the Metropohtan Siestrence- 
witz, in speaking of the union, " I don't like it. 
It is neither one thing nor the other, — neither fish 
nor flesh." One day in the year 1799, he said more 
explicitly: "I cannot bear the Unionists — you 
understand me?" But it is exceedingly difficult 
to comprehend the measures then taken by the 
Government with regard to the United Greeks. 
In 1797 Borne demanded the re-establishment of 
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tlie subordination of all the United Greek dioceses 
to the Metropolitan of the same Church, whose 
episcopal seat was Lwow, and who had become an 
Austrian subject. Upon this demand, the Emperor 
wrote with his own hand: — "Subordinate all the 
United Greek Bishops to one only." We already 
know that before this decision they were subject to 
the Archbishop of Polotsk, Lissowsky, this last of 
all the United Greek bishoprics only having been 
preserved by the Empress Catherine. It is impos- 
sible to see in the above-quoted resolution that the 
Unionists should not have more than one single 
bishopric, for the following year two new dioceses 
were created by Imperial order — Brest for the 
government of Lithuania and Minsk, and Luck for 
the Volhynia and other western proviuces. Besides 
these, they possessed Polotsk. These bishoprics 
had been abolished by the Empress Catherine at a 
time when a great number of their parishioners 
had passed over to the Eastern Church, necessarily 
strengthening the Union after their re-establish- 
ment, which creed had commenced to fall into decay. 
Let us not forget that these dioceses had been 
instituted by the Popes to propagate the Union at a 
time when the population of these provinces was 
numerous enough and adhered to that faith. One 
might expect that such a measure as the erection 
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of new bishoprics would proceed from Eome, but 
not from the Russian Grovernment, the more so 
that no petition on this head had been presented 
by the United Greeks, and therefore no motive for 
such an act existed. Glownewsky at Brest, and 
Lewinsky at Luck, who were fanatical Catholics in 
their opinions and actions, and who had held these 
Sees under the rSgime of Poland, were reinstated 
in the same dioceses. But this was not all ! The 
Russian Government did that for Rome which for 
two centuries she had not dared to do for herself — 
they made over to the Roman Catholics complete 
authority over the United Greek Church — auth^^rity 
full and exclusive. We have seen with what 
caution Rome at all times veiled her secret desire 
for the fusion of the two rites, with what severities 
the Popes pretended in their Bulls to exact that 
the two rites should not be confounded, and that 
the superior United Greek hierarchy should main- 
tain its independence of the Latin clergy down to 
the last days of the political existence of Poland. 
This fusion of the two Churches for which Rome 
had so long and persistently worked but dared not 
publicly discover, was at last realized when, owing 
to the badly expressed resolution of the Emperor 
Paul, the administration of the United Greeks was 
changed. "As," says this resolution farther, "the 
VOL. 11. E 
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United Greeks are re-united partly to us and 
partly to the Latins, they have no independent 
existence." It is evident that at the time of the 
introduction of the union in the sixteenth century, 
those who had embraced it had ceased to belong to 
the Eastern Church, so that their independent 
existence was quashed by this very resolution. 
The superior jurisdiction of the United Greek 
Church passed into the Roman Catholic depart- 
ment, in which the people of the United Greek Con- 
fession had not even the right to be represented by 
the members of their religion like the Latins. Thus 
everything was put in practice to Eomanise the 
United Greeks, and every act of the Govern- 
ment discovered its little knowledge of this object. 
By strengthening the ties between the Greek Union 
and the Latin Church, they undoubtedly acted 
against the principal defenders of their own belief, 
and without reflection or judgment; and these 
measures included the Basilians as well. 

The Government of the Emperor Paul com- 
menced to diminish the number of convents, which 
act was already projected by the Empress Cathe- 
rine, the same regulations for the United Greeks 
extending to them, that is, they were subordinated 
to the United Greek bishops. But the Basilians 
comprehended their position with regard both to 
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them and to the legislature, but paid little atten- 
tion to either, as everything tended to the complete 
fusion of the Union into Eomanism, of which the 
Basilians were the faithful adherents. Dating 
from this epoch, when the Government did not 
think proper to toake the least distinction between 
the Latin and United Greek Churches, the Basi- 
lians were, as we may say, recognised as a Latin 
Order, and the regulations for them were inserted 
in the Statutes published in 1798 for the Koman 
Catholic Church in the Empire. Thus we see by 
what means the Union was supported when just 
ready to fall. If its existence was prolonged it 
was not that it had stamina or vitaUty in itself, but 
by means of artificial props, which only procrasti- 
nated its sorrowful existence. In such a state of 
things the Latin propagand revived. Not content 
with the privileges that had been conceded them, 
the Eoman clergy encroached on the domain of 
other confessions, and commenced to proselytise 
by violence not only United Greeks but also Eus- 
sians. A Ukase of the year 1797 says, "We 
learn that in some of the Polish provinces annexed 
to our Empire the clergy and the landholders of 
the Eoman Catholic confession, abusing that liberty 
of worship that we have accorded them, openly 
persecute the priests of the Eussian faith, — not by 
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secret insinua'dons only, but by violent measures, 
separating professors of the Greek Orthodox faith 
fi'om their Church, and converting them to the 
tmion." Such Ukases were published afterwards, 
but too late, and without result ; and thus conver- 
sions to the Union and to Eomanism, fair from 
ceasing, only augmented. 
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SYSTEM OP THE ADMINISTEATION OP THE LATIN 
CLEEGY UNDEB THE EilPEEOE ALEXANDER. 



Institution of a Council to draw up regulations upon the 
administration of the Catholio clergy, 1801. — The Metropo- 
litan recalled from exile is charged with the Presidence of the 
Ecclesiastical College. — Basis of the regulations of 1801, which 
endeavoured to conciliate the Canon Law with the Laws of 
the State; difi&oulties in its execution. — Definition of the 
estates of the Church according to the regulation of 1801. — 
Limited power of the Metropolitan.— Demands on the Holy 
See for larger powers for the bishops, 1803. — Systematic oppo- 
sition of a part of the clergy to the Metropolitan. — Attributes 
of the Ecclesiastical College.— Institution of the General Ad- 
ministration of Foreign EeUgions, 1810. — The Eussian Ministry 
renews its demands on Borne on the subject of the episcopal 
powers to the Bishops, 1808. — It demands also concessions to 
the Metropolitan, 1811. — Faculties accorded to Siestrencewitz, 
1812. — ^Demand made by the Government for the elevation of 
Siestrencewitz and his successors to the dignity of Primate, 
1815. — Eome accords the title only without faculties : refused 
by the Eussian Government. — Negotiations on the subject of 
episcopal powers resulting in nothing, 1817-1820. — Views of 
the Ministry of Foreign AfEairs upon ecclesiastical matters. — 
Tableau of the system of Eome traced by Italinslty, the 
Eussian Minister at Bome, 1824. 

On his accession to the throne, the Emperor Alex- 
ander instituted, under the presidency of Beklecheff 
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the Procureur-General, a comite compoaed of the 
Senators Count Potocky, Wielhorsky, and Masclet, 
curate of the Maltese chapel, to examine the accu- 
sations which, under the preceding reign had been 
brought against the Metropolitan. This comite 
was also charged to present a report to the Grovern- 
ment as to the condition of the Catholic Church in 
the empire. The Metropolitan was still in banish- 
ment upon his estates ; his enemies, on the con- 
trary, particularly the Jesuits, were on the spot in 
St. Petersburg to influence the inquiry. Wishing 
to conciliate both parties as much as possible, but 
more or less acted upon by the Jesuits, they 
took a middle course, and drew up a regulation 
"conformable," it was said, "as much to the prin- 
ciples of the Government of the empire as to the 
canonical law, by virtue of which the affairs of the 
Latin Church could be administered and decided 
without the intervention of any foreign power," — 
that is to say of the Pope. 

To amalgamate the Papal canonical law — the 
charter of Rome's omnipotence — with the princi- 
ples of a Monarchical Government, to evade at the 
same time the influence of the Pope, — subordinat- 
ing, as one may say, one class of citizens to two 
independent sovereigns without infringing the rights 
of either the one or the other, — was a thing impos- 
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cible ; so that instead of the projected reconcilia- 
tion of two such heterogeneous elements, the 
arrangement satisfied neither party. It was an 
undecided, confused, and obscure medium, derived 
from laws which at the time of their application 
gave rise to questions, contradictions, doubts, and 
dissensions extremely difficult to understand or to 
bo acted upon. 

The recall of the Metropolitan was resolved on, 
and the presidency of the Roman Catholic Eccle- 
siastical College, which had replaced the Catholic 
department, was confided to him ; but to diminish 
his influence over affairs, the diocesan chapters had 
a right to elect every three years six members of 
the college, besides the two named by the college 
itself, and confirmed by the Senate. A very 
numerous part of the clergy were opposed to Sies- 
trencewitz, and this regulation enabled them in a 
great degree to neutralise his views, as well as 
weaken the measures he deemed necessary. It 
also still more excited him against his enemies. 
This episcopal authority too, in everything relating 
to discipline, was considerably abridged, as much 
with regard to the regular as the secular clergy. 
The bishops were forbidden to iaterfere in the 
interior arrangements of the convents, and the 
Provincials of the Orders were recognised as inde- 
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pendent of their authority. This organisation, as 
we have seen, was conformable to the Papal law, 
but pernicious for the Church. Further, that it 
might still more conform to Popish institutions, the 
Provincials were to recognise the Generals of their 
Orders who resided at Kome, and who in the hier- 
archical ranks were the superior chiefs of their 
Order in every country. But the authors of these 
resolutions having in view the conciliation of the 
Papal Canon law with the laws of the empire, 
wisely omitted this last clause, and inserted in- 
stead, — " that the Provincials dared not act against 
the supreme sanction, under pain of criminal prose- 
cution, or have any relations with the Generals of: 
the Monastic Orders, or any other foreign authority 
beyond Russia." This clause modified the Papal 
canonical enactments in some degree, and also 
abridged the complete independence of the Pro- 
vincials vnth regard to non-episcopal interference, 
destroying at the same time all ecclesiastical unity 
in the administration. Besides the diocesan chiefs, 
others appear separate from the mgnks, as if there 
were also other Orders in Eussia. To conciliate 
the opposite interests and powers, the bishops were 
reserved a nominal authority over the regular 
clergy, but this reservation was neither very profita- 
ble nor commendable. In separating the monka 
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from the general episcopal administration, they 
were, nevertheless, obliged to submit to the inspec- 
tion and admonition of the bishops. The Provin- 
cials were held responsible to the ordinaries for 
statistical information relative to their provinces, 
and the bishops had the right of inspecting the 
monastic schools, and introducing rules on this 
subject, "conformable," as it is said, "to the 
rules." But in reality these regulations preserved 
to every Order their own statutes, so that the 
bishop had nothing to order. They could certainly 
accept complaints against the Provincials and 
examine them, but only for their personal informa- 
tion, as they had no right of decision, and were 
confined to the mere presentation of such to the 
college. It is plain that these prescriptions were 
undecided and contradictory, and infiinged quite as 
much the canonical statutes as the laws which the 
empire published in favour of the Church, and which 
were the base of the ecclesiastical administration ; 
that it nourished ideas of absolute independence in 
the minds of the monks, and in the bishops pre- 
tensions to meddle in the affairs of the Monastic 
Orders. These tendencies, so diametrically oppo- 
site, were based upon the same regulations, which 
left everything so undecided, and presented only 
an appearance of conciliation. With respect to 
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the regular clergy, the authority of the bishops 
was considerably weakened by the establishment 
of the right of patronage, that is, the nomination 
of priests to curacies, not by the diocesan bishops, 
but by the founders of churches or their descendants, 
who for the most part were nobles or proprietors. 
The amalgamation of the canon law with the laws 
of the empire was expressed in the following 
manner : — 

" The College, the diocesan bishops, and fhe 
consistories, as well as all the Koman Catholic 
clergy, both in general and particular, shall fulfil 
the duties of their functions according to the rules 
and prescriptions of the Church, conforming strictly 
to all that is ordered and forbidden in the Im- 
perial Ukases with respect to communications with 
any foreign ecclesiastical authority, and, as faithful 
subjects, to protect the rights of the Crown, the 
laws of the Empire, and the interests of the 
Government," 

It is evident that this amalgamation would not an- 
swer the end intended, as very often the interests 
of the Crown and the country could not be recon- 
ciled with th^ laws and enactments of the Latin 
Church, — laws promulgated for centuries by the 
Popes to serve their own interests. This fusion 
had much more the appearance of a diplomatic act 
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or of a treaty than a law of the state, which shotild 
narrowly mark the liijiits of the different powers, 
determine the rights and obligations of each, and 
serve as a basis for the solution of all doubts and 
difficulties that might surge up in this branch of 
the administration. The ecclesiastical landed 
estates were recognised as enjoying the same 
rights as the landed property of the Crown, and 
in case of processes were to be defended by the 
chapters according to the law laid down on this 
point. If this privilege was advantageous for the 
ecclesiastical proprietors on the one hand, on the 
other the origin of such a privilege evidently ema- 
nated from the understanding that clerical pro- 
perty was not considered the exclusive property 
of particular churches or convents, in whose 
name it was registered, but as an estate of the 
state in general, destined for the support of eccle- 
siastical Latin institutions. If, on the contrary, 
these estates had been regarded as the private 
properties of certain churches or religious houses, 
their proprietors might also treat them as private, 
and. dispose of them without the rights which they 
enjoyed as protected by the laws only applicable 
to Crown property. 

At the close of the year 1801, the Emperor con- 
firmed the regulations for the administration of the 
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Latin Church, and notwithstanding the intrigues of 
the Jesuits, the Metropolitan was recalled from 
exile. On his arrival in St. Petersburg, he spoke 
publicly of the Jesuits thus : — " The Emperor will 
veiy soon find out how contrary it is to true policy 
to tolerate these unprincipled people in his em- 
pire." He resumed the direction of his own dio- 
cese as well as the functions of President of the 
College, but his powers to be really useful were re- 
strained. Eeconstituted in his ecclesiastical dignity, 
he was nevertheless despoUed of all efficacious in- 
fluence. At the same time the Government enacted 
that, for the good of the State as well as that of 
the Church, the MetropoHtan and the bishops 
should enjoy rights which should enable them to 
introduce order and unity into the ecclesiastical 
administration, declaring that the episcopal facul- 
ties transmitted by Rome to the diocesan bishops, 
fuU of clauses, conditions, and restrictions, rendered 
them altogether insufficient for the exercise of 
episcopal jurisdiction. The Ministry, therefore, 
on the 13th December, 1803, despatched a note 
to Mgr. Arezzo, containing the following de- 
mands : — " That the Archbishop of MohUew, in 
his capacity of sole Metropolitan of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Russia, should obtain all the 
rights and powers which appertain to this dignity ; 
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namely, — 1st. The examination of the prelates 
named by the Emperor to the diocesan episcopal 
dignity, coadjutorial or titulary; 2nd. To nomi- 
nate coadjutors to the benefices resigned; 3rd. 
In case of necessity, to permit the union of a 
simple benefice to a parish, but never that of 
several parishes, at least without the express 
permission of the Government ; 4th. To secularise 
monks or nuns who for justifiable reasons may 
demand it. To give the diocesan bishops, his 
suffragans, certain powers, in as far as compati- 
ble with his own prerogative ; the Metropolitan in 
this case to address himself to the Ministry, which 
charges itself to obtain the authority of Eome ; in 
a word, that the Metropolitan enjoy all the rights, 
powers, and faculties attached to his position by 
virtue of an imperial order of the Emperor Paul, 
dated April 28th, 1798, and confirmed by Pope 
Pius VI. The powers required for the diocesan 
bishops were : — 1st. To dispense with the first and 
second degrees of affinity. .2nd. To unfrock, 
without restriction, priests convicted of irregulari- 
ties. 8rd. To release candidates for the priesthood 
from religious vows made without reflection, when 
not actually in holy orders ; — the right of the sur- 
veillance of religious houses, monks and nuns, to 
be confirmed as already conceded to Mgr. Sies- 
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trenoewitz, at that time Bishop of Mohilew, by- 
Pope Pius VI., April 6th, 1778. " Such a sur- 
veillance," it is said in this note, "is the more 
necessary, as the Superiors of these houses, not in 
any way depending on the Generals of their re- 
spective Orders at Eome, nor on any other power 
abroad, would, unless subject to such visitation, be 
absolutely independent, a liberty they could easily 
abuse, especially as we know that such independ- 
ence has already produced disorder." 6th. The 
power to employ, in default of a sufBcient number 
of secular priests, the Monks of their respective 
dioceses for the service of the parochial churches, 
without being held to pay anything for such service 
to the Convent from which they were taken, and 
without requiring the consent of the Superiors, as 
more than once they had recalled these monks for 
unworthy motives at a time when their services 
were most desirable. 7th. That the powers and 
spiritual authority of the diocesan bishops be re- 
gulated in such a manner that there be no further 
necessity to recur to new dispensations and ex- 
planations as to the extent of their powers. 

In transmitting these demands to the ambas- 
sador of the Pope, the minister declared that the 
Emperor hoped they would be conceded, as so 
essential to the • welfare of a Church non-domi- 
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nant, but only tolerated in Eussia; adding, "that 
if the Holy Father does not hasten to comply 
with these demands with that zeal which one has 
a right to expect, he voluntarily sacrifices the pro- 
sperity of his Church in the Eussian empire, and 
forces the Govsrnment to obtain, through diplo- 
macy, that which is indispensable for the religion 
of which he is considered by his flock the head, 
and which depends only on himself." 

This amalgamation of the Canon Law with the 
laws of the State served as a guide in all eccle- 
siastical measures, creating on the one hand a, 
superior court for the administration of the Latin 
Church upon a basis radically opposed to the 
Canon Law of Eome, according to which the au- 
thority belonged to the bishops and not to the 
college; therefore the ecclesiastical College at 
Petersburg, existing until the present, has never 
been recognised by the Court of Eome; on the 
other hand, it condemned all the regular clergy to 
evident disorganisation, affording them grounds for 
refusing obedience to the diocesan bishops without 
the authority of Eome ; whereas, under the reign 
of the Empress Catherine and the" first years of 
that of Paul, they had been subordinate to the local 
bishops, which subordination had been even tem- 
porarily confirmed by Eome. 
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TheHoly See made no response to the demandsof 
the Russian Government, and in 1804 all relations 
between them were broken off. The Metropolitan 
and the bishops consequently found themselves in 
a position of uncertainty and irresolution with re- 
spect to the clergy of their dioceses. 

As to Siestrencewitz, his influence over the 
general administration of the clergy was inten- 
tionally limited by the right of the dioceses to 
elect a number of the members of the College. 
A powerful part of this assembly, understand- 
ing the firm and independent character of the 
Metropolitan, his views as to education, and the 
complete freedom of all his actions from intrigues 
or mercenary calculations^ openly opposed him, and 
canvassed champions to their party amongst the 
other members. His recent exile and disgrace, and 
the protection that the Jesuits accorded his enemies, 
inspired them with audacity in their opposition. 
They rarely adopted his views ; scarcely ever were 
his decisions confirmed by the College ; and natu- 
rally, in the face of such systematic contradiction, 
his position became almost insupportable, as well as 
useless for the Church. Patient for so many years, 
he at length raised his voice, and told the Govern- 
ment their true interests. In 1805 he presented 
Prince Lopoukin, the then Minister of Justice, a 
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tableau of the acts of the members of the College, 
They were, according to him, rather the representa- 
tives and defenders of old and abused privileges, 
than impartial and just judges, and in many cases 
they thoroughly ignored the civil laws, some ^of 
them even being'completely inconversant with the 
Russian language, in which tongue all the affaii's 
of the assembly were carried on. He demanded on 
justifiable grounds that the members of the College 
should not be named by election, but by imperial 
ukase, as had been formerly done for the Catholic 
department ; and that their number should be 
diminished by half, so that instead of eight there 
should be but four. But such an isolated measure 
could hardly restore order and unity into the gene- 
ral administration of the dioceses ; he writes : — 
"For in reality the college as well as the diocesan 
bishops, seeing the contradiction and diversity of 
several regulations, very often encounter insur- 
mountable difficulties and doubts." The Metropo- 
litan believed it possible to place the ecclesiastical 
discipline on a certain and solid basis, and by 
desire of Prince Lopouldn drew up " a project for 
the regulation of the Catholic clergy," founded on 
the principles adopted in all the ordinances pub- 
lished from 1773 till 1800, which meant the sub- 
ordination of the monastic to the diocesan bishops, 
VOL. II. F 
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the abolition of tlie right of patronage, and the 
recognition of the ecclesiastical estates, not as the 
exclusive property of a church or a convent, but as 
the property in general of the clergy, as mentioned in 
the regulation of 1798. This project was inteilded 
by Priuce Lopoukin to put, if possible, an end to 
all disorders. In his new project, Siestrencewitz 
developed still more these principles. He demanded 
power to permit marriages withia certain degrees of 
affinity reserved to Eome only, to absolve from 
vows, and to consecrate bishops without demanding- 
the permission of the Pope every time, an authoi-ity 
that had been conceded to the United Greek Metro- 
politan at the period of the introduction of the 
Union, and which that prelate still possessed. He 
proposed also to renew the different regulations 
on the subject of the relations with the Holy 
See ; to forbid the going to Kome for indul- 
gences which are easily obtained for money, but 
those already received to be preserved in all their 
vigour. As to the administration of the eccle- 
siastical estates his idea was to withdraw the 
ecclesiastical stewards and subject them to the 
special direction of a commission, composed of 
two clerical and two lay members, confirmed by the 
Grovemment. This commisBion should equitably 
divide the revenues between the clergy according to. 
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the merits and the requirements of each, the surplus 
amounts to be banked to form a capital for un- 
foreseen contingencies. In presenting this memo- 
randum, Siestrencewitz added: "In drawing up 
this project, I assure you, on my honour, that I have 
been guided only 1»y my desire to give peace to the 
Church, to re-establish order, so necessary for the 
welfare of the countij — to put an end to anarchy — 
to save the estates of the Church from pillage, and 
to contribute by that to the prosperity of the State ; 
in short, to fulfil my duties to God and my Sove- 
reign. As life declines I am far from seeking for 
honours, prerogatives, or any personal advantages 
whatsoever; and this project vrill convince you 
that, instead of that, I have only in view the estab- 
lishment of peace and order." 

Some of the members of the CoUege having pro- 
cured a copy of the above-named project from the 
secretary by bribery, one of them, named Szantyi*, 
a zealous friend of the Jesuits and an enemy of the 
Metropolitan, di-ew up a refutation, and presented 
it in the form of a petition to the Emperor through 
the medium of Prince Alexander Galitzen, who en- 
joyed not only the favour but the friendship of the 
monarch. Seeing their privileges in danger, they 
employed every artifice to ensure the influence of 
Galitzen, and they completely succeeded. In the 

f2 
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petition Szantyr attributed tlie measui-es proposed 
by Siestrencewitz to bis ambition, eulogised the 
activity of tbe College, explained that Catholicism 
is the surest support of an autocratic government, 
and finished by demanding the institution of a 
commission to examine the acts of the Metro- 
politan. This intrigue resulted in an order to 
Prince Lopoukin by the Emperor not to confirm 
for the moment the project of Siestrencewitz; it 
was for ever abandoned, and the administration of 
the Latin Church continued upon the staggering 
basis of the conciliation of the Eoman Catholic 
Canonical Laws with the law of the Eussian 
empire. In reality, the one infringed the other 
to the manifest detriment of Church and Clergy, 
which required a solid hierarchical foundation, not 
guided by private considerations, but by considera- 
tions for the welfare of the Church. 

The College reserved three branches of admini- 
stration: — 1st. Divorces, separation, and absolu- 
tion from monastic vows. 2nd. All litigious affairs 
concerning the benefices, all processes between 
ecclesiastics, all charges, demands for indemnity 
of offences, the banishment of curates from their 
parishes by judicial sentence, &c., &c. ; all these 
cases were only carried to the College as appeals, 
and could be transferred to the Senate. 3rd. 
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Affairs comprising complaints against the bishop, 
accusations concerning abuses, the dissipation of 
the estates and capitals of the clergy. Besides 
this, the College had the right to inspect all 
ecclesiastical institutions, but was deficient in the 
means necessary to fulfil this obhgation : thus 
this college was, by preference, a judicial tribunal, 
and not an administrative court. 

After the creation of the ministries, the affairs 
of the Latin clergy were divided between several 
departments, with which the diocesan chiefs 
should enter into direct communication. A cen- 
tral institution no longer existed, and this loss was 
sensibly felt when it was necessary to obtain the 
imperial sanction for any affair. To obviate this 
inconvenience and give union to the administration, 
a general administration for foreign sects was 
created in 1810 ; and in what related to Koman 
Catholics its duty was : — 1st. The presentation of 
candidates for the episcopal dignity whose con- 
firmation depended on the Emperor. 2nd. To 
confirm the provincials. 3rd. To distribute those 
benefices depending on the Emperor. 4th. The 
surveillance of seminaries and convents. 5th. The 
nomination of visitors. 6th. To survey the landed 
estates and the ecclesiastical capitals. And, 7th. 
To decide complaints against the bishops. Thus, a 
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part of the administration before reserved to the 
College was transferred to the General Administra- 
tion, which, by virtue of its prerogatives and the 
object for which it was created, became veritably 
a superior central institution, and "the representa- 
tive of the Government. This bureau was the 
more necessary as the authority accorded to the 
Metropolitan and the bishops was limited. With- 
out unity a Church cannot exist. But for how long 
a time did the Government reipain faithful to its 
, pretended canonical programme ? 

Not decided as to the subjection of the convents 
to the diocesan chiefs without the authority of the 
Holy See, it confided the superior administration 
of the affairs of the Latin clergy to laymen, without 
first addressing itself to Rome ; and at the head of 
this council it placed Prince Alexander Galitzen, a 
Russian, and of course in the eyes of Rome a here- 
tic. Siestrencewitz himself, who cannot be accused 
of fanaticism, was at the commencement frightened 
at such a step, fearing the decline of ecclesiastical 
authority. But this fear was soon dissipated. The 
General Administration did not profit by its authority 
to restore order in the Church, or render it useful 
to its congregations and to the State. Count Joseph 
de Maistre, the well-known writer, says : — " I in- 
finitely honour the Prince Galitzen as an honest 
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man, a man of spirit, a gentleman, a man of the 
world, an honourable, upright and true subject of 
the Emperor; but one who knows as much as a 
child of ten years only about subjects which he 
ought to understand thoroughly, in order to judge 
for and govera us." It had not even sufficient 
elementary knowledge about Catholic institutions 
to enable it to decide on particular cases without 
requiring instructions from the College. Wanting 
a definite plan, its system, however fruitful of 
studies and experience, became but a simple agent 
of the clergy, who defended its privileges and 
authority; supported it in all processes, and re- 
duced it to the condition of a court which confirmed 
whatever was presented to it, — a comite without 
any initiative, which destroyed no abuse, and or- 
' ganised nothing within its province, an institution 
commodious for the clergy, which did not hinder 
them in the least from remaining anti-canonical. 

With this inertia of the general administration ; 
with the authority of the Metropolitan so limited 
in the College ; with the complete independence of 
the Religious Orders — the necessity of investing 
Siestrencewitz and the bishops with an exten- 
sion of powers became more evident daily. The 
Government had always thought and desired 
to obtain it through diplomacy, as we have 
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already seen; but always encountered opposition the 
most systematic and selfisli from the Com-t of Rome. 
Eelations with the Holy See were broken off in 
1804, as before mentioned. In the meantime the 
powers conceded to Mgr. Siestrencewitz in 1803 
arrived in 1808. On this occasion the Chancellor 
deputed Prince Kourakine, the Ambassador of 
Russia at Vienna, to communicate with Mgr. Se- 
veroh, the Roman Catholic Nuncio at the same 
court, and to ti-y once for all to put an end to 
the inconveniences which resulted from such a state 
of things. This negotiation ended unsatisfactorily. 
The 27th Feb., 1811, Russia formally demanded — 
1st. That the Archbishop of Mohilew, in his capa- 
city of Metropolitan of the Roman Catholic churches 
in Russia, obtain the concession of such rights, 
privileges, and powers, as are enjoyed by the 
MetropoUtan of the United Greeks at Kiovie, par- 
ticularly that of consecrating the bishops named 
by the Emperor, according to the Roman ritual 
of instalHng them, and of receiving the apostolic 
oath, and sending it, after consecration, to the 
Holy Father; that, to give the titles to the 
non-diocesan bishops, his Holiness should send 
him the names of twelve bishops in partibus, 
who should serve exclusively as Catholic vicar- 
bishops of Russia. 2nd. That the rights, privi- 
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leges, and powers be attached in perpetuity to 
the Metropolitan dignity. 3rd. That the Metro- 
politan have the right to secularise twelve monks, 
who for just and proper reasons may demand it. 
4th. That the prerogatives, rights, and spiritual 
faculties conced«d by Pope Pius VI., his ambas- 
sador, or the propagand be confirmed for twelve 
years more to the Metropolitan. 5th. The con- 
firmation of the right of surveillance of the reli- 
gious houses of both sexes, as conceded by Pope 
Pius VI., dated 6th Aug., 1778, for a specified 
time to the then Bishop of Mohilew. Count 
Stackleberg, the Eussian Ambassador at Vienna, 
conducted these negotiations with the Nuncio at 
the same court, the Archbishop of Viterbo. They 
were successful in some things, which might be 
attributed to the captivity of the Pope, but this 
success was not as positive as might be desired. 
In 1812 the Metropolitan was empowered to con- 
secrate the bishops; to inspect the monastic 
orders ; and to administer them consistently with 
the rights and statutes of the fraternities. These 
concessions, however, were of short duration, for 
on the return of the Pope, in 1814, he withdrew 
all he had gi-anted at the time when Kome found 
herself in a difficult position. 
The aim of Eussia in all these transactions was 
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to procure from Eome more enlarged powel:s for 
Siestrencewitz, transmittable to his successors, 
without at all implying anything derogatory to 
the Pope's supremacy over the Eoman Catholic 
subjects of the Emperor. Thus in 1815 the Rus- 
-sian minister at Eome, Baron Tuyll, was on the 
6th March charged to demand the elevation of 
Mgr. Siestrencewitz and his successors to the 
dignity of Primate, with the title of Legate of the 
Holy See, and his investiture with the following 
powers: — 1st. The examination and confirmation of 
those of the clergy who should be named diocesan 
bishops, suffragans, or titularies by the Emperor, and 
to report them to Eome. 2nd. To install bishops 
transferred by the Emperor from one See to another, 
and to report such equally to the Holy See. 3rd. 
To absolve monks and nuhs from vows, upon 
justifiable grounds. 4th. To permit, in cases of 
necessity, the union of simple benefices to those 
of a parish. 5th. The validity of marriages con- 
tracted between the first and second degrees of 
affinity — that is to say, with the sister of the first 
vdfe, as well as the marriage of cousins of the 
second degree. 6th. To absolve from spiritual re- 
lationship contracted through baptism. 7th. To 
absolve priests who are under spiritual interdic- 
tion. 8th. To inspect convents of both sexes 
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in all that concerns spiritual duties. 9th. 
To employ monks as curates and vicars in 
case of the deficiency of secular priests, and to 
permit them the enjoyment of the revenues of 
such incumbency, with permission to wear the 
dress of the "Becular clergy ; and, inasmuch as 
those monks remain in the parishes, they shall 
be subject to the diocesan bishops or their admi- 
nistrators, loth. To permit the secular priests to 
give confirmation in those churches, which owing to 
the great extent of the empire could not be visited 
by the bishops. 11th. To be enabled to invest his 
diocesan sufiragans with such spu-itual powers as 
he deemed necessary on particular occasions. 

Eome refused to name the Metropolitan and his 
successors Legati nati, but consented to elevate him 
to the dignity of Primate, without any special spi- 
ritual authority, so that this distinction would be 
purely honorary, as the Pope refused to confirm 
the powers which Siestrencewitz held until then. 
This proposition was consequently, rejected. The 
Eussian Government then tried to obtain for him 
personally the title of Legatus natus, but the nego- 
, tiations on this subject in 1816 failed. It is im- 
possible not to remark, that in general the Foreign 
Ministry pursued all these questions with indiffer- 
ence, and that on the first objection made by Eome 
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they let the affair drop without further insistanee. 
All these negotiations finished with a miserable 
result, the Metropolitan being only accorded the 
following points : — 1st. The power of conferring 
for a term of six years ecclesiastical dignities of the 
second order on twelve regular priests, according 
to the exigency of the case, in default of secular 
priests. 2nd. The promise of the Pope to oblige 
the Superiors of the Monastic Orders existing in 
Eussia not to hinder that their monks be called 
to occupy the vacant parishes in case of a scarcity 
of secular priests, when such shall be required 
by, and be subjected to, the Metropolitan. 3rd. 
The power to authorise that a small number of 
ecclesiastics of the churches in Asia be enabled 
to confer confirmation, conditionally that they em- 
ploy the oil consecrated by the bishop, in this 
ceremony. 4th. Limited powers to a certain 
number of the same class for matrimonial dispen- 
sations. 

In 1817 negotiations with Eome were renewed 
on the subject of the powers of the bishop, and 
lasted for three years ; they had no definite result, 
and it was necessary to press the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to pursue the question with more 
energy. The note addressed by Count Nessebode 
to Prince Galitzen this year explains his views on 
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the subject ; it says : — " The Emperor has conde- 
scended to consent to make some just and equitable 
changes at our request, as there has never been 
any intention to violate that which constitutes an 
affair of conscience, the inviolable sanctuary of 
morals and order both in private and in inter- 
national life." According to principles adopted 
and recognised by all the world, religion — that is 
to say, its rites and dogmas — constitute an affair 
of the conscience, and should not be subject to 
any changes on the part of the temporal power. 
But Rome very often altered both the disciphne 
and the regulation of education — the powers of the 
clergy and the division of ecclesiastical dignities, 
according to her own exigencies or as the welfare 
of the Church demanded it ; nevertheless, the sub- 
ordination of the Monastic Orders to the bishops 
could not be considered an affair of conscience. 
Be that as it may, such was the Russian diplo- 
matic point of view — false it is true, but convenient 
for the diplomates of the time ; as the less demanded 
from a foreign power the easier the diplomatic func- 
tions are fulfilled. 

The same point of view continued to guide the 
ministry of foreign affairs. In 1821 Count Nes- 
selrode declared to the minister of Russia at Rome, 
that the Emperor preferred invariable regard for 
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the principles of the Vatican in his general manage- 
ment than any deference to satisfy pretensions con- 
traiy to his Holiness; thus were the just and 
natural demands of the bishops and the educa- 
tional department qualified. The despatch of the 
same minister, dated Feb. 5th, 1822, expresses' 
but more explicitly the same idea : — " Your Excel- 
lency need not press the negotiations to the detri- 
ment of the Venerable Pontiff, principal a/rhitrator 
and regulator in this world of the destinies of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Such are the limits 
which His Imperial Majesty has commanded us to 
fix for your Excellency." Again, in 1824, the 
Emperor charged Prince Galitzen to inform Count 
Nesselrode of his desire to renew negotiations 
with the Court of Eome with respect to the 
elevation of Siestrencewitz to the rank of Primate, 
with all the powers belonging to this dignity. But 
this command was eluded, and the same year it 
was decided not to follow up this affair, probably in 
order to avoid difBculties and embarrassments to 
the Foreign OfBce. This result was the more 
vexatious at this period, as an honourable and 
upright man. Monsieur Italinsky, represented 
Kussia at the Court of the holy Father. 

M. Italinsky was perfectly weU aware of the 
politics of Rome, and failed not to keep his own 
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Government au courant of her manoauvres and true 
intentions. In 1824 he presented the following 
memorandum of her acts for the last six years : — 
" If the unfortunate philosophical tendencies of the 
past century struck a hlow at Religion, one cannot 
perceive that the present era has produced a 
beneficial change, as the difference between holy 
religion and the abuse of ecclesiastical power has 
become only more evident. Abuses were introduced 
by the Holy See at an epoch when, profiting by the 
ignorance of the people, the Popes increased their 
power and riches by violence and tyi-anny. Having 
in view only the augmentation of her own resources, 
Eome pushed her administration to a point which 
finished by a disruption, and in the midst of the 
horrors of the Revolution the Pope fell, without 
inspiring a sentiment of pity or regret. These 
sentiments awoke only when the memories of the 
iniquities of the Papacy had passed into oblivion — 
when the centre of the spiritual power was re- 
moved, and time and the absence of the Pope in a 
foreign land had softened and toned down asperir 
ties. This explains the joy with which the CathoHc 
populations saluted his return in 1814 as an inde- 
pendent sovereign. Cardinal Gonsalvi, who enjoyed 
the unlimited confidence of Pius VH. in political 
affairs, perfectly understood the signification of the 
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regeneration of the Papal authority, and with infi- 
nite tact profited by it, comprehending very well 
that the stability of the throne of St. Peter could 
only be supported and sustained on the sole base 
of moderation and toleration. But this conviction, 
which found many adversaries amongst the mem- 
bers of the Conclave, did not serve this excellent 
Pope, and the last nine years of his existence pre- 
sents an epoch worthy of pity. The actual directors 
of the affairs of the Vatican were actuated by blind 
hatred towards the system of the Cardinal, and 
only pulled down by fanaticism and intolerance that 
which he erected. They sought to regenerate for 
the Court the Age of Gold of Gregory VII. Such 
was the idea they followed." 

At such an epoch the Russian Government should 
have insisted on the extension of the powers of the 
Eoman Catholic Bishops in Russia, the more so as 
they would be independent of Rome; but it was 
just then that they broke off the affair. Thus the 
negotiations in train from the years 1801 till 1824 
for the reorganisation of the Latin Church in Rus- 
sia, which the Papacy ought to have desired quite 
as much as the non- Catholic Emperor of Russia, 
were abandoned, and the bishops remained as 
before, destitute of the means of ameliorating the 
condition of the clergy, who in consequence of this 
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disorganisation were in a very unsatisfactory posi- 
tion. Such is therefore the instructive result of a 
system of administration based for the Roman 
priesthood in Russia upon the pretended concilia- 
tion of the Catholic Canon Laws with the existing 
laws of the Empire. 
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Eussia, with lai'ge powers. — The Jesuits in Siberia. — They 
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Eussia. — The Order in White Eussia. — The Jesuits at As- 
tracan, Eiga, and Mosdoc. — They penetrate to the Volhynia, 
1811. — They free their establishments from the surveillance 
of the University of Wilna. — Count Maistre insinuates sus- 
picions against the University of Wilna, and exalts the advan- 
tages of Jesuitical education, 1810.— The Jesuits pretend to 
civilise mankind. — Creation of the Academy of the Jesuits at 
Polotsk, 1812. — Its organisation and privileges. — System of 
Jesuitical education. — Jesuit agents abroad. — The Order de- 
mands the. intercession of the Eussian Government for their 
Fraternity in Spain, 1812. — Eestoration of the Order in 
Europe by the Pope, 1814. — Activity of the brethren in 
Eussia. — Their conduct during the French invasion, 1812. — 
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Count Maistre upon this measure. — Advice to the Jesuits as 
to their behaviour under events. — E61e of Count Maistre in 
the intrigues of the Jesuits. — Effect produced at Eome by the 
banishment of the Order. — Indecision of the Government as 
to their complete expulsion from the Empire. — Their final 
banishment from the country, 1820. — Their unpaid debts. — 
Eijsumfi. 

The Jesuits, who, since the death of Karew in 
1802 had Gruber, one of the most capable men 
their Order ever possessed, as their general, pro- 
fited not a little by the inertia of the administra- 
tion, coupled with the obstinacy of Eome and the 
decline of the episcopal authority, to push forward 
their own designs. But neither by education nor 
sympathy was the cultivated mind of the Emperor 
Alexander attracted towards them; having found 
the Order established in the empire, he left it 
there and nothing more, but was never favourably 
disposed towards it. On h'is accession to the 
throne he permitted the Jesuitical establishments, 
but at the same time opposed himself to their 
ulterior propagation. Their number was limited 
to that of the footing on which he found them, 
except at Polotsk ; but when they were disposed 
to exceed the bounds assigned them, or to place 
themselves elsewhere, they were compelled to de- 
mand the Imperial authority to do so. The resti- 
tution of their confiscated estates, as permitted by 
the Emperor Paul, was countermanded ; but not- 

g2 
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withstanding this, they did not lose courage, as 
they were established in St. Petersburg, and felt 
assured that they should find powerful protectors. 
Nor were they mistaken. Prince Alexander Ga- 
litzen, who even before his nomination to the post 
of Minister of Public Instruction, had become 
their greatest advocate, acted in concert with them 
against the Metropolitan. One of their most dis- 
tinguished pupils, Count Maistre, an emigrant, 
afterwards in 1803 the minister of Sardinia at St. 
Petersburg, by his intelligence, his accomplish- 
ments, and esp7-it du monde, gained many new 
friends and connexions in the capital. He was 
not only their protector, but their guide — a sort 
of lay General of the Order ; and a great number 
of the aristocracy, particularly ladies, were warm 
admirers of the brethren. 

These priests re-organised the Church at St. 
Petersburg, without paying the least regard to the 
rules published in 1769 for thisjparish. They totally 
ignored the syndics of the administration of the es- 
tates of the Church, and disposed of "them as they 
pleased, so that on the accession of Alexander the 
majority of the Catholic community of the capital 
petitioned His Majesty to confirm the regulations of 
the Empress Catherine II., 1769, to re-establish 
them in the possession of their church and landed 
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endowments, and to permit the recall of their old 
pastors, with whom they were well satisfied. They 
explained thus: — "Our discontent is raised against 
the Jesuits because that in their prosperity they 
neglect the duties they profess — have refused the 
sick their ordinany confessors, and permitted several 
to die without the Sacrament for having declined to 
confess to them. If we enumerate their different 
innovations — their omissions of ancient customs — 
the opposition and discontent which in a short time 
they have stirred up in the congregation, and which 
until to-day we have suffered in silence, one might 
fill a volume." Contrary to law, they admitted 
into their school, erected in connexion with their 
church, not only children of their own creed, but 
those of other confessions. Afterwards they opened 
a Pension for the nobles, in which several children 
belonging to the highest families in Russia had the 
misfortune to be pupils, of whom several were con- 
verted to Latinism. Speaking of this Pension, a 
Jesuit of Moscow wrote to one of his confreres at 
St. Petersburg : — " It is desirable that you do away 
with the Russian priests from the religious instruc- 
tion of your pupils ; these priests, in my opinion, 
will be always your greatest enemies. Believe me, 
you will never be victorious till you have discarded 
them entirely." 
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In the colonies, where, since 1800, the Jesuits 
were permitted to establish themselyes, their num- 
ber increased in ten years to thirty-two, of whom 
fom'teen were in the south, and eighteen in those 
of Saratoff. Little by little, and imperceptibly, 
they banished the secular clergy and the monks of 
other Orders who filled the curacies. They did not 
succeed, however, in doing away with all the curates. 
In the south the Franciscans filled the parishes of 
Nicolaiew, Catherinoslaf, and Theodosia, and the 
Carmelites were stationed at Taganrog. To be 
quite independent, they enlarged their own spiritual 
powers, and even in their capacity of curates threw 
off the control of the Metropolitan, a precedent 
which released also all the Latin churches of the 
south of Eussia. At the instigation of the Abb6 
Mcolle, the Due de Richelieu, the Governor- 
General of Kherson, asked Prince Galitzen to send 
eight Jesuits to Odessa, and to nominate NicoUe 
Visitor and Superior of all the churches of Southern 
Russia, with extended powers, so that he should 
be almost independent of the Metropolitan. This 
petition, supported by Count Maisti-e, was granted ; 
the Jesuits were sent, and Siestrencewitz was 
obliged, through the pressure of Galitzen, to accord 
very considerable powers to the Abb^. Two of 
these priests were stationed at Odessa, and tjie 
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others went to the colonies. Having large pecu- 
niary resources at their disposal, they always 
boasted that they cost the Government nothing, 
but at the same time they accepted fiscal emolu- 
ments, and in progress of time so far forgot them- 
selves as to demand from the Emperor, through 
their powerful protectors, that they should receive 
the Church of Simpheropol to be converted into a 
athoUo chapel. At this time the Roman Catholic 
population of Southern Russia numbered about six 
thousand souls, with the churches of Yambourg, 
Zeltzen, and Josephthal, all three built by the 
Order since 1810. They possessed also six 
chapels. For every five hundred parishioners 
there was one Jesuit, without counting the monks 
of other denominations. In the colonies of Sara- 
toff there were nearly fifteen thousand Catholics, 
with nineteen priests, as we know ; they received, 
besides their subsidy, sums from their parishioners ; 
their expenses en route for the visitation of the 
curacies were defrayed, and their dwellings were 
built at the expense of the community, apart from 
which they received grants of from fifty to a hun- 
di-ed roods of ground. 

Looking towards the East, the Jesuits succeeded 
in convincing Pestal, the Governor-General of 
Siberia, of the advantages their Order would confer 
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on that distant country. The Catholics of Siberia 
resided in the district of Nerczinsk, not far fi.-om 
the frontiers of Tomsk. Their number amounted 
to about four hundred, and they were for the most 
part exiled Bohemians, amongst whom were few 
Poles or strangers. The wives of these Catholics 
besides the Bohemians, were Siberians, professing 
the Greek faith, so that the children of these mar- 
riages were educated in the Orthodox Confession. 
The Dominicans officiated among these people ; 
but the Jesuits themselves declared that they by 
their knowledge, their love of work, and their ex- 
emplary lives, would not only be more useful than 
the Dominicans to the Siberians, but even prove a 
benefit to the entire country. They would educate 
youth, and advance this benighted land in civiliza- 
tion. By their agricultural knowledge they could 
reclaim vast tracts at present useless, and develop 
the general resources of the country. But they 
demanded in advance concessions of land, in order 
to confirm the idea that agricultural pursuits was 
their principal attraction. Supporting themselves 
on the protection afforded by the Chinese Govern- 
ment, they proposed the establishment of a regular 
correspondence with that empire through the 
medium of their members residing at Pekin, so 
that they could contribute to the political influence 
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of, and furnish news to, Eussia, relative to her 
interests in that distant quarter. This was not 
the first time that they had proposed their services 
as diplomatists between China and St. Petersburg. 
In 1805, Count Golovin was deputed to go to 
Pekin on a mission to open up Jdnd extend com- 
mercial relations between the two countries, rela- 
tions restrained until then to one point, the city of 
Kiachta on the Chinese frontier; and while he 
was preparing and proceeding there, three Jesuits 
were sent on to facilitate his mission. Their ser- 
vices should be to take notes concerning all the 
persons comprising the Chinese Government, par- 
ticularly those who had the greatest influence on 
affairs : — to procure information as to the character, 
habits, and weaknesses of the Emperor; to find 
out what objects most interested him, and when 
opportunities offered, to cry up the power of 
Eussia, the immensity of her resources, the esteem 
which she enjoyed in Europe, and so spread abroad 
every report that could possibly be useful to the 
diplomatic mission sent to China. To afford the 
embassy a plausible excuse for delay in the capital, 
so as to see everything of interest or likely to be 
useful to Eussia, they were charged to suggest to the 
Chinese Government that some demands be made 
on Eussia which the Ambassador himself could not 
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accord, and that on Ms refusal, they should explain 
that these demands were beyond his power to 
grant, but that a courier might be despatched to 
St. Petersburg, whilst in the mean time Count 
Golovin could in Pekin await his return. These 
Jesuits should start for China on board a Portuguese 
ship at Lisbon, the Nuncio at this place being 
desired to hand them their passports, and forward 
them by every means. But instead of going to 
China they left for the United States. The views 
of the Eussian Government were not realized ; and 
who knows whether these priests did not profit by 
their Imowledge of the intentions of the ministry to 
the detriment of Eussia ? This circumstance ap- 
pears to have been forgotten, for in 1811, when 
Festal demanded that the Jesuits be sent to offi- 
ciate in the Siberian provinces, they were per- 
mitted to establish themselves in Siberia with fiscal 
privileges. At the time of their departure for this 
country these champions of civilisation requested 
only one favour from the Government, that of 
being permitted to proselytise, or rather convert 
the aborigines and Mahometans. The Emperor 
refused. There is no doubt that this was their 
true aim, as they compelled some of the statesmen 
surrounding the Emperor to help them to the at- 
tainment. We know that in 1802 M. Kotchoubey, 
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the Minister of the Interior, presented a measure 
tc the Council of Ministers, which should authorise 
the Siberian Jesuits to convert the aborigines and ~ 
Mahometan tribes living in the governments of 
Astracan, Orenbourg, and Siberia. Derjawin, then 
Minister of Justice, opposed this project, alleging 
that liberty of conscience, as existing in the empire, 
was enough for a religion non-dominant, — that 
the elevation of the Roman Catholic confession to 
a level with that of the one established as the 
religion of the State was incompatible with the 
dignity of the empire, and that, on the contrary, 
they ought themselves to send Eussian missionaries 
to these savages, as was done by the Czar John 
rV., to accustom them to Russian habits, to agri- 
cultural pursuits, and to the different arts which 
tend to civilization. Count Roumianzow sup- 
ported the opinion of Derjawin, and the petition 
of Kotchoubey feU to the ground. 

White Russia was the centre and nest of the 
Jesuits. A General of their Order resided there ; 
they had there a Noviciate for seventy pupils, and 
had considerable material resources at their com- 
mand. Their geographical division was : — In the 
government of Vitebsk, they extended to the fron- 
tiers of Lithuania, but in the districts bordering on 
Psliow there were none to be found; they were 
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dispersed over the government of Mohilew, with 
the exception of five of its districts, in which 
there were none. They possessed altogether ahout 
13,500 peasants. They established colleges at 
Vitebsk, Mohilew, Mscislaw, and Orsza. Until 
1810 a college of theirs existed at Dunnaburg, 
which had been founded in 1630, by Alexander 
Gossewsky, a Pole. It consisted of seventy priests 
and a noviciate, but in 1810 it was closed because 
of the construction of the ' fortress, the priests 
and novices being transferred to Polotsk and Eiga. 
Apart from the noviciate at Dunnaburg, and the 
Dominican school of Zabialy, there were no other 
Catholic establishments. 

From the time of the Emperor Paul only five 
Jesuits had established themselves at Astracan, 
and two at Mosdoc. Later we find seven at Eiga, 
protected there by the Governor- General, Marquis 
Pallucci. About the year 1811 the Countess Coss^ 
established also in the same town a Eoman Catholic 
school. 

The ambition of the Jesuits was always to return 
to the country where they were lately so powerful — 
that is, to Lithuania. The riches of that disti-ict — 
the scope they had for their activity — a people 
richer, more civilized, more impressionable, all 
attracted them. They therefore tried hard to pass 
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the boundaries set them by the Emperor Alexander 
at his accession, which hmited them to the dis- 
tricts where he fomid them. In this they were 
greatly assisted by Count Hynsky, the ancient 
favourite of the Emperor Paul, who at all times 
protected them. - It was not the first time he had 
assisted them. Thanks to his influence, the Me- 
tropoUtan had been banished in 1800. Firmly 
convinced that nothing could be more beneficial 
for the country than the Order, he in 1811 de- 
manded authority to establish a school on his lands 
of Komanowo, in the Volhynia, at his own expense, 
and to build a church, a school-house, a pension, 
and a library, to support fourteen professors, and 
begged the Government- to send him four Jesuits. 
The Emperor consented, and this establishment 
was opened, but it never attained the degree of 
development intended by its founder, as there were 
never more than seven of these priests there. 

In short, it was scarcely reasonable for them 
to expect to spread themselves farther than 
they were : it would have been much wiser had 
they confined themselves to the localities in which 
they were already. Civilization, their implacable 
enemy, protected by an enlightened monarch, had 
spread rapidly through Western Russia. Since its 
establishment in 1803, the University of Wilna 
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had acquired an importance duly merited in the 
country, and had tended to dissipate the clouds of 
monastic ignorance that darkened the intellectual 
horizon. The monastic schools were subject to 
the inspection of the University, the teachers were 
selected by it, and the instruction and the books 
required were under its special superintendence. 
The time had arrived for the light of day to show 
up the Jesuitical system of education, which was 
equivalent to the suppression of their Order. It 
suffices to remember what the surveillance of their 
system had cost Siestrencewitz, and their indigna- 
tion and fear when they found that they should 
have to submit their pedagogical methods to the 
judgment of the learned. There was no time to 
lose, and they hastened to defend their methods by 
every possible means. In the year 1810 Count 
Maistre, who was constituted their advocate, wrote 
five letters to Count Easoumowsky upon Public 
Instruction in Eussia, and endeavoured to prove 
that the University of Wilna had only taken as a 
pretext for the destruction of the Order the basis 
of " civilization upon unity of Instruction," but 
that the real aim was to destroy the Jesuits. He 
continued : — " What a sight ! Monsieur Le Comte. 
On the one hand, grave religious scholars, who for 
forty years have exerted themselves for the good of 
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Eussia — daily fulfilling their duty to the State, 
mindful only of their bath of allegiance to the 
Eussian Sovereign — exalting the Eussian language, 
which they class with the Latin, as the basis of 
their instruction. On the other, a Polish academy 
(the University gi Wilna), in the drunkenness of 
its own language, publishing a shocking grammar of 
its own, and attacking the Jesuits upon their attach- 
ment to ancient customs; and in these cii'cum- 
stances to see the Eussian Government balancing 
between them, with a leaning towards the Polish 
Academy! What is the spell that induces the 
Government to like them more than those who 
serve and try to save it ?" 

It is true that the University of Wilna, while 
developing civilisation in Western Eussia, de- 
stroyed Eussian nationality ; but was this nation- 
ality so near to the Italian heart of Count Maistre, 
that in its name he could recommend the extinc- 
tion of rational civilisation, and hold up to admi- 
ration the scholastic sophisms of the Jesuits who 
detested the dominant religion of the Empire ? 
Their aim was to render the University suspected, 
and having submitted their establishments to 
its surveillance, to continue to inculcate principles 
of religious intolerance, which was the nerve of 
their activity. To arrive at this, they cleverly 
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elevated their Noviciate of Polotsk to the rank of 
an academy, in this manner placing their establish- 
ment on a footing with the University, and desig- 
nating it as the equal of that institution, on which 
they could no longer depend. Farther, — the 
Jesuitical schools under the surveillance of the 
academy formed, so to speak, an arrondissement 
pedagogique, entirely independent and purely Jesu- 
itical. The Jesuits remained faithful to their 
principle to form their Order status in statu. This 
was the prevailing and governing idea of Count 
Maistre, who deduced from sophistical reasoning 
that to permit the Jesuits to have an academy 
was an act of justice, and even of the highest 
policy. In the time of Poland, there had been one 
at Wilna, which taught at the same time two oppo- 
site systems of education (very useful to the govern- 
ment), one opposed to the other. "This would cost 
nothing," added the Count, " to the treasury." 

When Count Maistre had duly prepared the way 
for executing in St. Petersburg his projects in favour 
of Jesuitical education, the General of the Order 
commenced in 1811 to take official steps towards 
the same object. The considerations were the same, 
but more detailed and developed. The Jesuits 
claimed aU the celebrities of the time, as well as 
their forerunners, as their pupils, and declared that 
they had produced the brilliant epoch of Louis 
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XIV., and that with the extinction of their Order, 
civilization had disappeared. They reiterated that 
even the Protestant Universities of Germany con- 
fessed, that from this epoch the level of the sciences 
had sunk and decreased, Richelieu, the Cardinal, 
had praised their educational system in his writings. 
Where had they not had universities ? At Vienna, 
Prague, Gratz, and Ingoldstadt. Never would the 
University of Paris have flourished, or been in such 
a flourishing condition, according to them, as under 
their dii-ection in the time of Louis le Grand. 
Their very emulation had elevated science itself at 
the University. What success could they not ex- 
pect in Eussia, unless some unforeseen misfortuna 
barred the way ? If Lithuania had been annexed 
to Eussia at the same time as White Eussia, they 
would actually have had the direction of the Uni- 
versity of Wilna, as the Emperor Paul had the in- 
tention of giving it to them. Such were the reasons 
and the pretended rights, that they advanced to 
place their noviciate on the same footing as the 
University. And while extolling their own merits 
they endeavoured to frighten the Government by 
presenting a tableau of danger arising from univer- 
sity education. And what did they not advance on 
this subject ? The expense of such establishments 
to the Government; the immorality of the students; 
VOL. II. H 
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their quarrels with the police, which afterwards 
grew into political quicksands for the legislature ; 
foreign professors, who could consequently not in- 
culcate in their pupils the Sentiment of respect due 
to the Sovereign. University education, they 
declared, had not given many practical and satis- 
factory proofs of its utility ; it aimed at producing 
the same overthrow in education that the French 
Revolution had produced in the Government. " "We 
know," they said, "that during this era many 
constitutional changes had occurred in States, 
which however afterwards returned to their ancient 
form of government. This will also be the case with 
education." Side by side with this dark picture, 
the humble and beneficent acts of the Jesuits 
stand out in bold relief ; they are the true civilisers 
of mankind, the benefactors of humanity, the 
scientific lamps of the universe ; and they owe to 
Eussia the preservation of their political existence. 
Their devotion is boundless, and this sentiment is 
common to their order. Though composed of dif- 
ferent nationalities they, in entering the brother- 
hood lose their country, and all acquire the same 
spirit, the same tendencies and the same princi- 
ples, that they act in common according to com- 
munal direction. Moved by these sentiments 
of gratitude towards Eussia, they proposed to 
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take upon themselves the onerous and weighty 
charge of surveying education, and requested the 
erection of the Academy of Polotsk and the admi- 
nistration of all their schools which should be 
placed on the same footing as the lay schools. 
What should not be the result ? The nobility of 
White Eussia, grateful for such concessions, would 
repair to Polotsk, and this city which had lost so 
much by the transfer of the provincial government 
to Vitebsk, would rise again and Eussia gain, 
thanks to Jesuitical education, a large number of 
faithful subjects. 

Prince Galitzen, to whom the Jesuits again ad- 
dressed themselves, accorded them his powerful 
protection ; and in 1812 a ukase appeared upon the 
subject of the Academy of Polotsk, confii-ming its 
establishment, "as a signal mark of the special 
kindness of the Sovereign for the College of the 
Jesuits at Polotsk, who have rendered eminent ser- 
vices to education and youth." This Academy was 
nominally subject to the Ministry of Public In- 
struction, was placed beyond the limits of the jmis- 
diction of ,the University, and was administered by 
the General of the Order, enjoying all the privi- 
leges and rights of a university. It instructed in 
Theology, Philology, and a mixed faculty of Philo- 
sophy, Natural History, and Jurisprudence. It 

h2 
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had the power to confer scientific degrees, as well 
as the dignity of Doctor of Theology. Its diplomas 
had the same value as those of the University. 
The Provincial of the Order was its immediate 
chief, or rector, and every faculty could choose, as 
in the University, its own Dean. With its own 
typography it also had the privilege of the censor- 
ship of its own publications. Every other educa- 
tional establishment of the Jesuits in the empire 
was subordinate to that of Polotsk. Its noviciate 
was transferred to the town of Pousza, in the Go- 
vernment of Vitebsk, between the cities of Eejitza 
and Dunnaburg. The educational 'system of the 
Jesuits is too generally known to require explana- 
tion, or to detain us long over it, but we must wait 
a moment to glance at their own account of it. 
Their General himself thus explained it to Prince 
Galitzen : — " 1st. The pupils are not permitted to 
write or receive letters without the preliminary 
censorship of the Superior of the establishment, or 
to have any communication whatever with persons 
not forming part of the Noviciate, excepting only 
theii- parents. 2nd. In the establishment itself, 
the pupils can only converse with the Eector and 
the Confessor. They are never allowed to speak 
privately among themselves, but are obliged to talfe 
that every one may hear them during the recrea- 
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tions, and never otherwise than in the presence of 
the tutors. 3rd. The town of Pousza is an iso- 
lated place, where the pupils cannot possibly escape 
the vigilance of the tutors, or have relations 
with any one beyond it. 4th. During the course of 
study, which is ttvo years, the pupils exclusively 
occupy themselves with prayer, or the reading of 
religious or other pious exercises." Thus, distant 
from all contact with the exterior world, deprived of 
family ties, young men destined to become Jesuits 
commence by forgetting that they are men, do not 
occupy themselves with science, and are in time pe- 
netrated with such a spirit that, in throwing aside aU 
social interests, it makes them not men but Jesuits. 
From the time, of the nomination of Prince 
Galitzen as Minister d'lnstniction Publique, the 
Government copimenced to favour the Jesuits. 
The establishment of the Academy, which naturally 
elevated all the other scholastic establishments of 
the Order, was already a signal victoiy over the 
civilization then spreading through the country, 
and was itself a guarantee of the exceptional posi- 
tion of the Order in the midst of the other insti- 
tutions of the empire. In 1812, Brzozowsky, their 
General, said to Prince Galitzen : " That which 
you have done for us remains eternally imprinted 
on the heart of every Jesuit." They had, amongst 
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other privileges, the right to send their correspond- 
ence post-free, and to bring from abroad everything 
they required vrithout duty— a right they very often 
abused. 

With the intention of augmenting their Society, 
they recruited members in foreign countries, and sup- 
ported several agents in fixed posts both iu France, 
HoUand, and Germany, such as Morel, Esch, Fon- 
taine, and others. But their principal agents were 
PenHer, Keller, and Prince Raczinsky, for the im- 
po;irtant affairs of their Order, and at Eome Father 
Angiolini. The latter engaged without ceasing in 
enrolling and sending novices to Russia, and ob- 
taining from the Pope an infinity of immunities for 
the Jesuits of Russia, this concession authorising 
them to spread themselves beyond the empire. In 
1804 their audacity had such a range that they tided 
to engage the Russian Charg^ d'Affaires, Count 
Cassini, to support their requests as compatible with 
the intentions of the Emperor, and repeatedly 
showed him the epistles of his chief, who came to 
the support of their assertions. It is hardly neces- 
sary to say that the Charge d'Affaires refused to 
have anything to do with them, declining on the 
plea that he had no instructions to interfere. 

Theii- next attempt was to endeavour to serve as 
an instrument for the arrangement of the affairs of 
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their Order abroad; and, in 1812, Brzozowsky im- 
plored the intervention of the Emperor for their 
restoration in Spain, the result of which would be 
permission .to open two houses in that country. 
The Emperor refused to interfere, but replied that 
he should not oppose the project, but that he could 
not co-operate in it, as the projected establish- 
ments were to be beyond the limits of his empii-e. 
This did not prevent their General from presenting 
a petition, through the medium of the Russian 
Minister at Madrid, to the Cortes, demanding their 
recall to Spain, with permission to open two houses, 
by which they would prove their utUity and their 
activity for the defence of the Church and the 
Throne, as well as their devotion to the interests 
of education. 

The most brilliant triumph of the Jesuits was 
the solemn and universal restoration of their Order 
by the Holy Father, August 7th, 1814, a restora- 
tion they had always most ardently longed and 
hoped for. We have seen that, in 1801, the Pope 
had recognised their existence in Eussia, but only 
in Russia, and they had testified their gratitude by 
saying two thousand Masses for him. Owing their 
preservation to Eussia, and to a manifest disobe- 
dience ^to the chief of their Church, of whom they 
pretended to be the most devoted servants, they 
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found themselves at the moment of their regenera- 
tion nearly as numerous as formerly — as if the 
Society had never been abolished. They conse- 
quently set to to complete themselves — to organise 
their establishments which had been shut, and to 
acquire their ancient privileges. They swora eter- 
nal gratitude to Eussia for all the benefits she had 
conferred on them, and we shaU soon have occasion 
to see how faithfully they kept their promises and 
proved their gratitude. The BuU for their restora- 
tion passed the Privy Council in 1814, a great 
many copies of which were printed at Polotsk, and 
distributed to the Eoman Catholic clergy of the 
empire. , 

Thus in the fourteen years of the reign of the Em- 
peror Alexander I. the Jesuits, without enjoying the 
sympathy of this monarch, nevertheless succeeded 
in confirming themselves in the south of Russia, in 
the colonies of Saratow, in the Volhynia, in pene- 
trating into Siberia, in creating an academy, in ob- 
taining the recognition of their Order by the Pope, 
and acquiring in short all those privileges which 
were indispensable to thier complete autonomy. 
Having now explained the means by which they 
arrived at their aim, it only remains to examine 
how they profited by the flourishing position of 
their Order, and what services they rendered the 
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Eussian government for what it had done for 
them. 

The dreadful year 1812, the year of the French 
invasion, aiTived for Russia, and the Jesuits who 
preserved their habits of intrigue were perfectly 
useless, and a * large body of them deserted 
White Eussia. One hundred and seventy-four 
dispersed themselves in the governments of Pskow, 
Smolensk, Twer, Novgorod, Czeringow, and Wo- 
logda taldng with them money for their sup- 
port. Some of the students of Polotsk even en- 
tered the ranks of the French army, and the 
brethren who remained displayed no sympathy 
either for our troops or for the sufferings of the 
peasantry. One example will illustrate this. When 
there was an absolute want of shelter for the 
wounded soldiers, the staff were obliged to take the 
school of the Order at Polotsk, but these priests 
made eveiy effort to thrust them out, declaring the 
absolute necessity of continuing the lessons. Such 
was their gi-atitude for past favom-s in the never- 
to-be-forgotten year of 1812. But even then they 
found defenders, for Prince Eostopchin, the Go- 
vernor of Moscow, without doubt at the instigation 
of his wife, demanded Jesuits to officiate in the cura- 
cies of that government. A Jesuit wrote thus : — 
I have had occasion to present myseK to Prince 
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Eostopcliin, and was favourably received by him 
witb the promise of his special protection, which 
leads me to conceive the greatest hopes of him. 
His mind, anti-clerical, should know no other in- 
fluence. His wife addressed to her husband a 
letter from St. Petersburg which would not have 
disgraced La Eeine Blanche." 

The principal work of the Jesuits was as ever 
the Propagand. They sowed the seeds of discord, 
by their conversions, between the Catholic colo- 
nists, the Lutherans, and other Christian sects to 
such a point that the local authorities had some- 
times to interfere. They obliged their dupes, in 
adopting the Eoman confession, to accompany this 
apostasy with the most humiliating maledictions 
on their old religion, burned their Bibles and other 
evangelical books, dismissed the peasants from 
agricultural pursuits, and by the multiplicity of the 
fast- days they introduced transformed them all 
into godly idlers, and at the same time squandered 
the revenues of the community, to exalt, as they 
said, the pomp of the Church. The result was 
that the Catholic population was in an economical 
view infinitely below the level of the Protestant' 
Dissenters. 

As to their proceedings in the distant quarter of 
Siberia, the Jesuits, thinking only of their own 
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interests, neglected the duties of the religion they 
professed, and left several Catholics to whom they 
had been called without confession or communion, 
without interment or the least religious instruction. 
Directing their activity towards proselytism under 
pretence of reli^ous pursuits, they ran through the 
province of Trkoutsk, where there were no Catho- 
lics,, tried to eclipse the poor Kussian pastors, dis- 
tributed their books and their holy pictures : in one 
, word, put in play all those manoeuvres for conver- 
sion for which they were famous ; baptizing the 
newly-born children of parents of the Greek faith, 
and forcing the United Greeks of the Government 
of Tomsk to pure Popery, establishing schools at 
Trkoutsk, &c. They also endeavoured to enter 
into correspondence with their brethren in China, 
certainly for the same end as that pursued in 
Siberia, — the propagation of their faith, without for 
one moment considering the political views of Eus- 
sia in that empire. As to agriculture, under pre- 
tence of which they had entered the country, they 
never even thought of it. In 1815 the Governor- 
General wrote to Prince Galitzen : — " With regard 
to these priests I am persuaded that they Vv-ill 
never justify the expectations for which they re- 
ceived the right to reside in Siberia, and their 
further sojourn here cannot be of any utDity to the 
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country." Their career in tlie Caiicas was analo- 
gous. At Mosdoc and in the government of the 
Caucas they secretly proselytised both Bussians 
and Protestants. Amongst others, the Jesuit 
Henry wrote with the presumption so habitual to the 
Order : — " All the Lutherans, Poles, Mahometans, 
Kussians, and Hungarians receive me at the hos- 
pital with joy. Two Lutherans are already con- 
verted, and one occupies the position of Apostle. 
A Eussian officer, disguised as a common soldier, ex- 
amined me in every manner during eight days, and 
on the eighth having resumed his uniform he cried 
in presence of everybody, ' God be praised ! at last 
I recognise the true faith.' The same spirit 
reigns amongst all the officials of the hospital. The 
scribes influence the Eussian soldiers and attract 
them to me ; I consent and I confess them." 

In White Eussia the Jesuits usually left the care 
of their estates to intendents (stewards), or as they 
styled them procureurs, and only considered the 
augmentation of their revenues, without disturbing 
themselves as to the condition of the unfortunate 
peasants, who for the greater part were little better 
used than beasts of burden. Some of them were 
entirely stripped of everything, and fell to the 
charge of the community. Several farmers on 
these estates were in a deplorable condition, con- 
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sequent on their want of cattle ; but notwithstand- 
ing the poverty of the peasantry and the unfruit- 
ful character of the soil, their estates presented 
some very good features. For example, of two 
thousand five hundred souls in the government of 
Mohilew, they kad nineteen Eoills and thirty-three 
auberges which yielded a steady revenue. One day 
the Emperor himself met at Tsarko-Zelo four poor 
crippled tattered peasants from the estates of the 
Jesuits who were begging. His Majesty ordered 
them to be placed in an hospital, and after being 
cared for to be returned to their villages, defi-aying 
the expense of their journey ; at the same time he 
remarked, that it was certainly not conformable to 
the principles of Christianity to permit poor crip- 
pled peasants to beg, especially as the Order had 
every means of relieving them ; and that if they 
did not institute on their estates charitable establish- 
ments for the unfortunate peasants, their property 
should be placed under the tutelage of the Crown. 
After having received so many benefits from the 
Sovereign, the Order considered themselves strong 
enough to open a Propagand in St. Petersburg 
and Moscow, dii-ected against the aristocracy of 
these capitals. The French refugees, then spread 
over the country, ably seconded them, more espe- 
cially those engaged as tutor's and masters in high 
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families. Gradually they profited by the means at 
their command and seized on opportunities to 
persuade some to enter their Order, others to em- 
brace their faith. We do not in this place intend 
to enumerate the aristocrats they numbered amongst 
their converts ; such would not interest our readers; 
and we besides do not recognise the right to give 
their names. But that one may judge in what 
class of society they manceuvred, and how they 
caught them, we do not consider it superfluous to 
mention those who are actually named in the letters 
of the Jesuits themselves. These persons were 
their most influential converts, and as mentioned 
by them, our statement is consequently free from 
all manner of doubt. 

One of the most fervent adepts of the Order was 
the Princess Galitzen, who for greater precaution 
changed her religion in Germany, where she re- 
sided from 1807 till 1809. At Vienna the Jesuit 
agent Penkler was her spiritual guide, and thus 
expressed himself on the subject in a letter to a 
brother Jesuit in St. Petersburg : — " This lady is 
a veritable treasure. She wishes me to accompany 
her in all the little excursions she undertakes, if 
my occupations afford me leisure. Later I pass 
all my evenings with her, which gives her much 
, pleasure. Yesterday I went with her to Closten- 
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burg to assist at the fete of St. Leopold, and at the 
same time to adore the relics of the Saint. Yes- 
terday we dined together at the Nuncio's, Severoli." 
The Princess Galitzen, on her part, converted her 
cousin, the Princess Shmedt, and persuaded her 
to become a nun. When in Eussia, Princess 
Galitzen generally passed the summer at Alexeewka, 
two hundred versts from Moscow ; there she 
assembled a circle of Jesuits, and the Abbe Surugue 
celebrated Mass every day. 

This abb6, cure of the chm-ch of Moscow, ren- 
dered himself indispensable in several aristocratic 
families. He wrote thus to one of his confreres : — 
" The Countess Poushkin declares she will place 
all her children between the double doors of her 
room the day I shall quit her." All the Poushkin 
family were devoted to the Jesuits. 

Prince Odoewski embraced Eomanism in St. 
Petersburg, the Princess Dolgorouky in Holland. 

But one of the most important conversions mado 
was that by the same abb6 Surugue of the Countess 
Kostopchin, the wife of the Governor General of 
Moscow. Surugue lived in the neighbourhood, and 
failed not to -profit by his proximity to the dwelling 
of the countess. He wrote : " The Countess 
Eostopchin sends her son very often to our Church 
of St, Louis. The count himself comes also some- 
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times. You see we neglect nothing in our neigh- 
bouAood." And indeed this neighbourhood was 
not neglected, for soon the Abbe Surugue succeeded 
in converting the countess, and here are the words 
in which he recounts this exploit : "In spite of all 
my prohibitions and admonitions. Countess Ros- 
topchin communicated the secret (her conversion) 
to her husband. You may imagine how he re- 
ceived such a communication. He exclaimed, 
'You have done an infamous action.' When I 
visited her two days afterwards, I was quite stupi- 
fied on hearing this thoughtless conduct. I had 
occasion some time after that to wait upon the 
count ; but he looked at me furiously, and turned 
his back on me." 

The Jesuits found a considerable support in the 
person of Countess Tolstoy, whose husband was 
Grand Marshal and favourite of the Emperor 
Alexander. The Count Tolstoy placed great con- 
fidence in the Abbe Dailly, and was not only the 
constant advocate of the Jesuits with the Emperor, 
but to him they owed a useful recommendation to 
the Emperor of Austria. Brzozowsky, their Ge- 
neral, wrote : " When the Emperors of Eussia and 
Austria met at Olmutz at the time of the campaign 
of Austerlitz, the Emperor of Austria said to Count 
Tolstoy, 'Count, you have the Jesuits; how are 
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you satisfied with them ?' The count, whose son 
Emanuel had been educated in our Instiiute, an- 
swered in our favour. The Emperor continued, 
' Yes, I shall try to recall them to Venice, and I 
have already received the necessary papers from 
Eome, but the war prevents it.' These are the 
words which the count related to me when be re- 
turned to St. Petersburg. When the count left for 
Vienna in 1814, his wife demanded his intercession 
in favour of our Society with the Emperor of Aus- 
tria, as I solicited." In 1815 the countess went to 
Kome, accompanied by her son, and, as one may 
well believe, they were received by the Jesuits there 
with empressement. Father Perrelli, their Supe- 
rior, in making his report to the General of the 
Order, said that the young count testified the 
greatest satisfaction on receiving from them a por- 
tion of the relics of St. Francis Jerome. 

" Conversions to our faith are very rapid," wrote 
Count Maistre in 1816, " and proselytism to Ca- 
tholicism strikes one as much by the number of 
persons as by the rank they occupy in society. It 
is truly an admirable sight, as the most of these 
conversions are principally among the first orders 
of society." Count Maistre evidently attributed, 
these cases to the natural charm and the truths of 
Catholicism, and did not doubt that the rehgious 
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movement was general all over Eussia. According 
to his ideas there was no salvation outside of the 
Eoman Church. We know that in 1815 Balen- 
dret, the Jesuit, in the pulpit of the Church of St. 
Catherine, pubhcly defamed all other Christian sects 
in order to exalt Romanism. After hearing this ser- 
mon, Prince Galitzen thus expressed himself to the 
Metropolitan : " Some passages of this sermon are 
not only contrary to the spirit of Peace and Love 
which should animate aU true Christianity, but 
even to those principles of tolerance laid down by 
our own Government for the empire of Eussia. I 
do not recognise either my right or obligation to 
enter into an examination of the doctrine of any 
Church, but my duty demands that I watch over 
the order and tranquillity both of the EstabUshed 
Church and all other Confessions tolerated and 
protected in Eussia. I therefore beg your Emi- 
nence to prohibit the Father Balendret not to 
make, under pain of responsibility, insinuations 
prejudicial to other Christian Confessions incom- 
patible with peace and public order. If the EeH- 
gion of the State does not permit us to set aside 
this sacred priaciple, much less can the Govern- 
ment authorise such attacks on the part of a tole- 
rated Church, which itself enjoys full liberty of 
conscience. This same toleration criticised by the 
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Catholic priest, and which he styles the prop of 
all heresies separate from the Church of Eome, 
opened to him the door of om* country, and per- 
mitted his Church to participate in the beneficent 
measures^ of the Government." 

But, generally*speaking, the Jesuits acted with 
more circumspection. " I know this country," 
wrote the Abbe Suruge, " and I act so as in no 
way to compromise the aifairs of religion which 
might possibly lead to the banishment of our 
Order. Therefore I never display too much zeal ; 
I confine myself to directing, and it always tm-ns 
out that the person guided in this way arrives at 
the desired point." The conclusion of his remarks 
unfolds the inventive spirit of these people, and is 
worthy of examination, as containing some curious 
details. He writes : — " Of all my religious duties, 
it is not Confession which is the most difiicult. I 
hear my people secretly ; but it is the Communion- 
I can confess during the promenade, or in an open 
saloon, without exciting the least suspicion; but in 
administering the Sacrament I expose myself to 
much danger. Permit me to inform you of an 
invention of mine with regard to this ceremony, 
and give me your advice upon it. I intend having 
a small silver box made, which should contain the 
xiboire in small quantity : afterwards I shall detail 

2 
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this miniature chalice, and how commodiously it 
can be carried the evening before into the apart- 
ment of the person desiring to communicate, so 
that he can himself take it in the morning after 
prayers. By this means all the inconveniences at- 
tending secret Communion will be done away with." 

The solemn re-establishment of the Order by 
the Pope in 1814 rendered the Jesuits more auda- 
cious. Dating from this epoch, they commenced 
to consider everything as possible, and it is to this 
drunkenness of success that we may attribute the 
thoughtless attack of Balendret, which had for the 
Fraternity such unfortunate consequences. 

The fact that the reprimand of Father Balendi-et 
was not addressed to the General of the Order by 
Prince Galitzen, but to the Metropolitan, whose 
authority the Jesuits discarded, proved that the 
Government had changed its opinion of these 
priests, nor indeed could it voluntarily close its 
eyes to their acts. It was incontro,vertible that in 
the colonies of Saratoff and the South they had 
attracted the Lutherans to Romanism by the deep- 
est intrigues; tiiat in Siberia they baptized the 
Orthodox Russians, and that in the capital itself 
they converted individuals of the best families. 
As to White Russia, what did they not do ? We 
shall presently see how they acted towards the 
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United Greeks. Certainly such activity could not 
but be detrimental to the welfare of the empire, 
where the majority of the population belonged to 
the Greek Creed. From this time people began to 
watch the Jesuits. Their old protector. Prince 
Galitzen, was , exasperated at theii* acts, and 
even frightened at the extent of their Propagand. 
The Jesuits knew this, but they counted too much 
on their savoir faire to notice the stroke about to 
fall on them, although they knew that their Order 
was in danger in Russia. In 1815 Brzozowsky 
wrote : — " Here the enemy has raised a tempest 
against us, but I trust in God it will pass." 

Under these circumstances a discovery came to 
light, that the young nephew of the Minister of 
Instruction, Prince Alexander Galitzen, had been 
converted by them ; and this was told the Emperor. 
The Jesuits, frightened, declared that they had no 
participation in it ; that, on the contrary, they did 
everything to prevent it, and that the young man 
had been converted by a miracle. They said that 
he had found a Latin Breviary in a stove which 
had there been forgotten by a Jesuit tutor ; at the 
same time the General of the Order made a report 
to the Pope, through the medium of Cardinal 
Litta, of what had happened, and addressed let- 
ters to persons, his adepts, residing in the different 
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towns of Russia, who could be useful to the cause, 
such as the Prince of Wurtemburg, to Count 
Iljinski, and to several members of the aristocracy 
in Moscow. Count Iljinski, their ancient protector, 
then Governor of the Volhynia, hastened to their 
succour, and many other friends took the same 
steps, agitating and iutriguing, but too late to 
avert the stroke with which they were fated to 
fall. 

On the 16th December, 1815, an Imperial 
ukase banished the Jesuits of St. Petersburg, and 
forbid them the entree of either of the capitals, 
and on the 20th of the same month the decree 
of the Senate appeared. In this ukase, drawn 
up by Admiral Shishkoif, we read the following 
remarkable words : — " Forcing a man to be un- 
faithful to his creed, to the faith of his fore- 
fathers, destroying in his breast charity towards 
his co-religionists and his fellow citizens — separat- 
ing him from patriotism, sowing seeds of discord 
and hatred in families, banishing brother from 
brother, the son from the father, and the daughter 
from the mother, scattering disunion Among the 
children of one faith is this the peaceful will and 
love of God, and of His only Son Christ, who died 
for us that we should live together in love and 
tranquillity ?" 
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On the 16th, the Governor-General Wiazmitinoff 
arrested the Jesuits in their house, placed sentinels 
in the court, in the corridors, and at the doors of 
their chambers. We may imagine the fright and 
the indignation of their adepts. Count Maistre ex- 
claimed : " What has the Catholic Church of St. 
Petersburg done ?" He was uneasy as to whether 
they would be pennitted their pelisses, and if several 
of them could support the journey. But this 
anxiety was unnecessary. They all received their 
fur paletots, their warm boots and winter dresses, and 
in the night of the 22nd and 23rd of December they 
left St. Petersburg and happily arrived at Polotsk. 
The Institute near the Chiurch of St. Catherine, in 
St. Petersburg, passed into the hands of the Minister 
of Instruction, and the Jesuits were replaced in the 
church not by secular priests, but by the Domini- 
cans, to the great joy of Count Maistre ; as aU the 
monastic Orders, and this one in particular, were 
more given to proselytism than the secular clergy. 

It is worthy of remark that Count Maistre him- 
self confessed that the Jesuits had been too zealous, 
too hasty, and too imprudent : that so noble a work 
required a chief with the head of a Gruber or an 
Aquiviva ; and he attributed the decay of the Order 
to the fact that it was composed principally of 
Poles. " The Polish nation," he added, " has un- 
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fortunately degenerated." But a sensible man 
like the Count had long foreseen that the Eussian 
goyernment would not long tolerate the Jesuits. 
" Every prince," he said, " defends his religion 
against foreign aggression, nothing is more natural, 
and the Emperor of Eussia fears proselytism" (by 
the Jesuits). In another place he avows that had 
the Order come to Eussia under the guise of angels 
they would have been banished all the same, and 
the Government would only have acted, in a poli- 
tical sense, on justifiable grounds. 

He consoled them, however, by declaring that 
not only their partisans but their enemies cried on 
hearing of their proselytism and its consequences : 
"It is a battalion banished on account of its 
valour." " We are planted like the grand sapins of 
the Alps, which arrest avalanches. If uprooted, in 
the twinkling of an eye the whole scene is changed. 
So with the Jesuits in respect to the Eussian 
Church," he wrote. He iusinuated to them that 
they should by no means display their discontent. 
He counselled them never to say a harsh word 
concerning their treatment, either in Eussia or 
abroad, or anything hurtful to the government ; — 
that at the contrary they should praise the Em- 
peror on every opportunity, but with moderation, 
that it should not be looked upon as flattery. This 
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advice was prudent and adroit, and was followed 
point by point. Count Maistre himself set the 
example. He was accused of some of the principal 
conversions in St. Petersburg, and the Emperor de- 
sired one of his ministers to tell him that he knew 
it. These accusations were well founded. He 
himself directed the work and proselytised ; served 
as the secret agent of Rome, to whom he communi- 
cated, by means of ecclesiastics with whom he corre- 
sponded, all the measures of the government for 
the Catholic Church in the empire ; approved and 
disapproved, and watched the priesthood. Soon 
after this he left Russia, as these circumstances 
proved that his position as minister of the king of 
Sardinia was altogether false. 

The Russian government had the politeness to 
explain to Rome the reasons for the expulsion of 
the Order. This mark of attention produced the 
best effect, and the news was received vdth much 
less astonishment than might have been expected. 
In truth, though the warm partisans of the Papacy, 
they were the enemies of the other fraternities, and 
had themselves many opponents among them, se- 
veral cardinals and other influential persons being 
of the opposite party. It was an understood fact 
that they were vnrong; one party acknowledging 
that they had behaved ungratefully to a government 
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whicli had loaded them with benefits, the other 
confessing that they had acted with imprudent zeal, 
and had been exceedingly stupid. 

But their banishment from the Eussian capitals 
was only a half measure which should put an end 
to the Propagand ; elsewhere they continued to act 
as before, radiating so to speak, from their centre of 
Polotsk throughout White Eussia. Discontented 
and soured, they became more dangerous; their 
experience taught them circumspection and dissi- 
mulation. They made use of their time to destroy 
every line of their correspondence and their activity 
in the interior, and knowing that they should not 
long enjoy their estates, they ruined them ; sold 
their books and every object which they could not 
carry vidth them. The Government had not, how- 
ever, decided to expel them beyond the frontiers, 
supposing that in so doing several curacies would 
remain without incumbents ; but these apprehen- 
sions were groundless, as four years later, when 
they were definitely expelled from Eussia, they 
were immediately replaced by other priests. 

It appears that the principal reason which in- 
duced this half measure, was the indecision of the 
Government to abolish them at one stroke, notwith- 
standing that for the empire they were hurtful, 
and that their sojourn in the country clouded the 
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horizon of the dominant Church. But such a step 
was so natural and so reasonable, that both they 
and their partisans expected it ; for the very same 
day on which the ukase that banished them, ap- 
peared, Count Maistre wrote that he had been in- 
formed that the proscription would extend to the 
entire Order ; and in 1816 those in South Eussia 
sold their estates, foreseeing their departure. The 
arrival of other priests to replace them only post- 
poned the intention to proceed against them with 
severity. In White Russia preparatory measures 
had been taken in 1816 for their banishment; 
the 6th September of the same year the Prince of 
Wurtemburg, then Governor-General, issued the fol- 
lowing commands to the Governors of Mohilew and 
Vitebsk: 1st. To take precautions that the foreign 
priests, who should arrive ere long, should not com- 
municate their destination to any one, and so spread 
the report that they were going into the interior 
provinces of the empire. 2nd. To charge the 
police not to be indiscreet, and to hide from their 
officials the true destination of the travellers. 
3rd. To replace simultaneously at Pololsk, Pousza, 
and Vitebsk the Jesuitical curates by the others 
on the same day. 4th. To inform the General of 
their Order of their banishment from the empire, 
and to see tl^em accompanied to the frontiers, by 
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the police. 5tli. To seal up their treasury, their 
archives, their cabinet of physique, the library, the 
office of the administration of their estates, and 
in the churches to forward the utensils and general 
articles in use to the newly arrived priests in presence 
of the syndics. 6th. To furnish them with proper 
dresses for the journey, with sufficient funds for 
their travelling expenses. 7th. To place the schools 
at Polotsk and Vitebsk under the temporary charge 
of the newly arrived priests, or to the Dominicans, 
or under the surveillance of the gymnase of Vitebsk, 
or others, as selected by the governors of the pro- 
vinces. 

In short, the police for the Jesuits were better 
organized than that of the Governor-General ; the 
brethren were perfectly aware of the proceedings 
against them, and made ready for the result by 
selling everything non-portable ; but it is incom- 
prehensible how or why the Government postponed 
their expulsion for four years — the banishment of 
other foreigners did not take so long a time. This 
very indecision induced them to hope that they 
, might ultimately remain. They feigned to accept 
the blow which had fallen on them with hypocriti- 
cal humility as innocent victims ; at least the Gene- 
ral of the Order called them so in a letter addressed 
to the Emperor, in which he declared that His 
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Majesty had not more submissive or faithful sub- 
jects. That he had always advised his brethren 
not to proselytise persons of the Greek rite, but 
that he was absolutely ignorant as to whether any 
one of them had broken this rule. In 1818, 
when the Empe«)r passed through Orcha, Brzo- 
zowski, not daring to present himself personally, 
forwarded a petition through the rector of the col- 
lege, reiterating the assurance of the innocence and 
the devotion of the Jesuits, and praying that the 
whole Order might not be punished for the faults 
of the few. Brzozowski still counted upon Prince 
Galitzen, supporting himself upon a pretended and 
secret tie between them. 

But they never recovered their former position 
in the opinion of the Emperor, nor did they on their 
side ever change their plan of action. In White 
Russia they baptized some Samogitian soldiers 
of the 14th Infantry then lying in the military hos- 
pital. They tended them, pretending that they 
were taking care of soldiers of the Eoman faith, 
and then converted them. When aware of their 
intrigues the Government took precautionary steps. 
At the close of 1861 all scientific diplomas by the 
academy of Polotsk were suppressed, excepting only 
theology, which was permitted as preparing young 
men for ecclesiastical functions ; and the year 
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following a ukase appeared which only licensed the 
entry into the academy and the Jesuitical schools 
of young men of the Catholic religion, sending 
those of other confessions back to their parents. 

Having temporised for four years, the Govern- 
ment at last began to think that the Jesuits might 
with advantage be replaced by a national clergy, 
and decided to banish them from Kussia definitely ; 
and the 13th Mjirch, 1820, the ukase was signed, 
by which they were banished under a special clause 
that never under any pretext should they re-enter 
the empire. Those among them who had no 
curacies and did not hold official positions in the 
administration of the estates, immediately quitted 
the country. The others having realized their 
properties, followed upon the arrival of the priests 
who were to replace them. An exception was 
made as to those who had not yet been con- 
secrated priests, or who preferred, instead of leav- 
ing, to join other Orders ; but the name of Jesuit 
was suppressed and they were obliged to renounce 
the privileges of this society.' The ministry of 
finance undertook the management of their estates, 
localised under the title of Secondes propriStes ex- 
Jesuites, to distinguish them from the estates con- 
fiscated by the Polish Government in 1773 at 
the time of the abolition of the Order. The re- 
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venues of these estates were destined to augment 
the endowments of the Latin clergy and to de£i-ay 
charitable demands, and instructions were specially 
drawn up for their administration. The academy 
of Polotsk and their schools were closed, but an 
institute was established, a sort of Lycee, to re- 
place the academy, and was confided to the super- 
intendence of ithe Piares. Schools for lay pupils 
were founded in the four principal houses of the 
Jesuits, and were placed under the surveillance of 
monks of different fraternities. That of Polotsk 
was confided to the Piares, Vitebsk to the Basiliens, 
Orsha to the Dominicans, and Mscizlaw to the 
Bernardines. A sum of 52,000 rubles revenue, 
arising from the estates of the Jesuits, was allotted 
for the support of these institutions. 

Instructions were issued by the Metropolitan, 
on his side, as to how the Jesuitical curacies 
should be refilled, and he received from the out- 
going curates the properties belonging to the 
Church. The Governor of Vitebsk was charged 
to see personally as to the departure of the 
priests from their principal centre, Polotsk. The 
Jesuits, having for a long time anticipated 
their expulsion, had destroyed all documents and 
papers which might possibly injure them, and 
sold all the rare editions of the works in their 
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valuable library for a few copecks the volume, so 
that nothing was found in their cells but the cal- 
cined remains of their property. The police helped 
them in this work of destruction. They distributed 
their Books ; and the library was pillaged for three 
days, the tableaux were demolished, their scientific 
instruments and other things were sold, not ex- 
cepting their wardrobes, at a low price; their 
estates were leased to people who could present no 
guarantee, who only took these lands in hopes of 
speedily making a fortune. Of ready cash, none 
was found. In fact the abuses which accompanied 
the receipt of the estates would appear incredible, 
if indubitable evidence did not confirm their truth. 

Their exit cost the Government for outfit and 
travelling expenses over 200,000 rubles. Their de- 
parture commencing in April lasted till June, when 
two hundred and twenty-three had already passed 
the frontier at Eadziwillow, some going to Austria, 
but the greatest number to Eome, and other Italian 
towns, where in the Sabine they purchased an 
estate for 45,000 crowns. The rest 6f them, to the 
number of eighty-five, left Russia in the course 
of the following year, and twenty-three remained 
in the country, having quitted the Order and re- 
turning to their original condition. 

It was only after their expulsion that the acts of 
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the Jesuits began to be found out by the public. 
Notwithstanding the large revenues of the Church 
of St. Catherine at Petersburg, and the houses, 
shops, and cellars situated in the Nevsky Pro- 
spect (the' most beautiful quarter of the city) 
which belonged «to them ; — notwithstanding the 
legacies left them, and that they possessed forty 
thousand peasants, they left debts behind them of 
more than four hundred thousand roubles, half of 
which the Government took upon itself to discharge. 
Their peasantry in White Russia were entirely 
ruined — they had neither bread to eat nor corn to 
sow their fields. All their resources had been de- 
voted to the Propagand, so that the Ecclesiastical 
College declined to recognise as curacies eleven of 
their churches, as they were placed in situations 
where there were scarcely any Catholics, and where 
two, three, or four, even one family, formed all the 
parish. These churches had been built exclusively 
for the Propagand amongst other confessions, and 
not for the requirements of a Catholic population, 
and having no parishes were kept up at their ex- 
pense, debts being contracted for this purpose when 
funds failed them. 

Thus for half a century the Jesuits had lived 
peaceably in Russia. The Empress Catherine 
only had preserved their Order when abolished, 

VOL. II. K 



130 EOMANISM IN EUSSU. 

had accorded them privileges, immunities, and 
protection; and how had they returned or valued 
these favours ? In a poUtical point of viev? they 
alienated White Russia from the rest of the empire 
after having Eomanised its populations. Under 
them as police agents — their principal use in the 
eyes-of the Government — and the purposes for which 
it preserved them, they were altogether useless, as 
in the other Polish provinces and in Lithuania, 
afterwards united to Russia, there was more order 
than in White Russia where they were established. 
In an educational point of view, notwithstanding 
their capacity and the knowledge of some of the 
members, they were a positive nuisance, using in- 
struction only as a trap for conversions ; and with 
respect to religion they were the sworn enemies of 
the Orthodox faith as of all others outside the pale 
of their own Church. They ruined the estates 
given for the maintenance of the priesthood, op- 
pressed the peasants, sowed discord, formed in- 
trigues, shook off episcopal authority so indispen- 
sable to the welfare of the Church ; and when 
Russia, their benefactress, found herself exposed 
to the inimical invasion of the years 1812-13 
they cowardly fled, or what was worse, entered the 
ranks of the invader. Respect for morality does 
not permit us to publish here their unchristian and 
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unnatural behaviour towards their own confreres 
or the ignoble vices common to their schools ; but 
we feel constrained to state that if any member of 
this Society suspect the veracity of our assertion, 
we shall be compelled to present to the public 
irrefragible proofs of the vile actions committed 
by the Jesuits. Happily for Russia this Order, the 
enemy to all true civilization, and to other Christian 
confessions, and even to Catholicism, was for tho 
the third time expelled, and, for the future good of 
the country, we hope they may never return. 
When the Pope abolished, Catherine preserved 
them, and when the Order was restored by the 
Holy Father, it was banished by the Government 
of the Emperor Alexander I., who in his adminis- 
tration of the Latin Church in his empire con- 
stantly pursued the idea of acting, as far as pos- 
sible, conformably to the rules and regulations as 
well as the negotiations with Rome. This same 
Government banished the Jesuits without inform- 
ing the Quirinal. We are far from considering, 
on our part, this system as necessary, but we cannot 
forbear quoting this circumstance as a new proof of 
the utter impossibility of reconciling, upon stable 
grounds, in the discipline of the clergy, the Roman 
■Catholic Canon Law with the Laws of the State. 
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CHAPTER rV. 



ADMINISTRATION OP THE CLERGY FROM THE EX- 
PULSION OP THE JESUITS. STATE OP THE 
SECULAR CLERGY UNDER THE EMPEROR ALEX- 
ANDER L 



DiflBcult position of the Metropolitan. — Part which he took 
in the Bible Society. — Disdain of the Holy See towards Sies- 
trenoewitz. — The General Administration of Religion united 
to the Ministry of Public Instruction^ 1817.— Monsieur A. 
TourgneueH director of the Department des Cultes. — This 
Department again separated from the Ministry of Instruction, 
1823. — Diocesan Bishops. — The newly acquired Provinces of 
Bialostok, Tarnopol, and Bessarabia united to the Metro- 
politan Diocese, 1815-26. — State of the Secular Clergy. — 
Capitulary Clergy. — Chapter of Wilna. — Chapter of Luck. — 
Chapter of Mohilew. — Chapter of Kamience. — Capitulary 
dignities reserved to the Noblesse. — Benefices of the Members 
of the Chapter. — The Members of the Chapter decline the 
obligation imposed by Law to make theological studies. — The 
Capitulary Clergy of no real utility to the Church. — The 
Lower Clergy. — Urgent want of Seminaries. — Projects of Sies- 
trencewitz. — State of the Seminaries. — Their support. — Their 
plan of Study. — Creation of the Principal Seminary of Wilna 
after the plan of Prince Czartorysky and M. Czaoky, 1803. — 
Animosity of the greater part of the Clergy against the prin- 
cipal Seminary. — Its efficient services. — The Right of Pa- 
tronage exposed.— Sorrowful condition of the Lower Clergy. — 
The Clergy do nothing for education (popular). — Czaoky 
charges himself with it in the Volhynia, 1803. — Example of 
Czacky followed in the diocese of Eamience. — Regulations 
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for the Pariah Schools drawn npby Czacky, 1807. — The Clergy 
obstinately oppose themselves to the OoTemment. — The 
Government obliged to come to the succour of the Clergy for 
the support of the parishes. — ^Necessity of bringing priests 
from abroad. 

Until 1816 the Jesuits, enjoying the favour of 
Prince Galitzen,* greatly influenced the affairs of 
the Boman Catholic Ghutch in Bussia, and the 
MetropoUtan never regained his ancient importance 
in the hierarchy ; he was very rarely consulted, 
and in few cases was his advice followed. The 
members of the College continually opposed him, 
even to an immoderate and hurtful degree, and, 
notwithstanding the dignity of Metropolitan, he had 
little control over the dioceses. Indeed, he could 
hardly expect ihe favour of the Holy Father, as he 
advocated the Bible Society. This society had for 
its aim the distribution of Holy Scripture in the 
national languages — a thing never tolerated by 
Borne — which, after the Congress of Vienna, 
counted among its members some of the most re- 
markable of the Latin clergy. Prince Joseph 
Guedroje, bishop of Samogitia, himself translated 
it into Samogitian, and printed it at his own ex- 
pense. Mackiewicz, bishop of Kamience ; Pos- 
niak, administrator of the bishopric of Minsk ; the 
prelate Caminsky, and many others, were members 
of this Society, It is pretended that the Pope ad- 
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dressed a brief to Siestrencewitz, in which he 
forbade him taking part in this Society, but that 
he paid no attention to it, and continued to assist 
at their sittings. We have found no trace of this 
document, and have been positiTely assured that it 
never existed. 

One of the compatriots of Siestrencewitz, Count 
Leon Polocky, son of the senator Severin, carried 
despatches to Eome in 1817, and contributed not 
a Uttle to augment the discontent of the Pope 
against the Metropolitan, accusing him of disobe- 
dience to the Holy See, of doing away with the 
Canon laws, of opposition to the establishment of 
a Nuncio in Eussia, and taking an active part in 
the Bible Society. Cardinal Gonsalvi told this to 
a Pole in 1819, who related it to Siestrencewitz. 
It was then that he addressed a letter to the Pope, 
in which, refuting these accusations, he explained 
that he had never received any order to retire from 
the Bible Society, but that he had read this pre- 
tended order in the " Gazette de Hambourg," of 
which of course he could not take notice, and that 
the Count Severin Polocky, being his enemy, had 
calumniated him, that he had done him much 
injury, and that it would be much better if he 
would not carry these dissensions beyond the 
frontier. 



EEIGN OF THE EMPEEOE ALEXANDER. 185 

This politeness, however, was thrown away on 
the Holy See, and the Court of Rome continued to 
show dislike to the Metropolitan; but, after all, 
this was only natural, as at this epoch religious 
fanaticism actuated every act of the Pope. 

In 1817 the General Administration of Religion 
was united to that of Public Instruction, under the 
direction of Prince Galitzen. The regulations con- 
cerning the Latin Church were more developed, 
without notably changing their groundwork. Before 
this time the Ministry of Public Worship enjoyed 
an authority as extended as can be useful to 
Church or State, but of which it profited little. 
The new organisation reserved the right of con- 
firming the members of the College, compatible 
with the supreme sanction, as well as the distribu- 
tion of different recompenses to the clergy, etc. ; 
but all these prerogatives remained as in past days, 
only a simple formality. This creation was not 
reaUy the construction of a new ministerial depart- 
ment, but was that experience acquired by the 
Government in the affairs of the Jesuits, — an ex- 
perience which showed itself in more circumspection 
than had been displayed before. The year 1820 
shows us this department paying greater considera- 
tion to the requirements of the clergy as well as to 
the interests of the State ; occupying itself more 
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with the care of ecclesiastical education ; adjusting 
the administration of the fendowments of the Church, 
etc. Its director was Alexander Tourgueneff, a man 
of enlightened and remarkable mind, profoundly 
versed in affairs, scrutinising the true destination 
and aim of institutions, analysing the motives of 
certain actions, and discovering many things which 
until then had received no attention. This depart- 
ment was afterwards separated from that of Public 
Instruction in 1823, and confided to Admiral 
Shishkoff. It then took quite another character ; 
but as the principal projects of the Admiral we^e 
only realized under the following reign, it is not ne- 
cessary that they enter the category of this ExposS. 
Unfortunately it was no longer possible to profit by 
the advice and concurrence of the worthy Metro- 
pohtan. Siestrencewitz had akeady attained a 
great age; he was over seventy yeai-s old, his 
powers were decayed, and he was but the relic of 
what he had been. Abandoned entii-ely to the 
influence of the Dominicans, whom he protected 
while he could, he no longer troubled himself about 
the administration of the clergy. * 

Of five bishops, three lived during the whole 
reign of the Emperor Alexander I. — Ciecichewsky, 
bishop of Luck ; Prince Josepli Guedroje of Samo- 
gitia, and Dederko of Minsk, but this latter was 
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deposed in 1816. Mackiewicz administered this dio- 
cese for a long time — ^from 1809 to 1842, in which 
year he died. The most remarkable of all these was, 
without doubt, Ciecichewsky. He was known for his 
rigid life, his religious zeal ; but he had too great 
a penchant for Jesuitism. The Jesuits therefore 
treated him with great regard. He was an excel- 
lent administrator, but a fanatical and obstinate 
man. Dederko and Prince Guedroje united reli- 
gious enthusiasm to political fanaticism. The 
first betrayed the Russian Government in 1812 
and the latter in 1830. 

The delimitation of the dioceses as an-anged 
under the Emperor Paul was preserved, only that 
to some of them were annexed the newly acquired 
provinces; for example, Eussia by the treaty of 
Tilsit obtained the province of Bialostock, which 
contained more than a hundred thousand inhabi- 
tants, fifty parish churches, and five convents, one 
of which belonged to the Sisters of Charity. The 
priesthood of this province were immediately sub- 
ordinated to the Metropolitan, who managed it 
through an Archdeacon. For its administration it 
would have been more convenient to have^ united 
it to the diocese of Wilna, of which it formerly 
fonned a division. This had been solicited by the 
Metropolitan, but the negotiations on the subject 
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of the Archbishopric to which this question bore 
relation having been prolonged, this annexation 
could not then be effected. In 1809 the province 
of Tarnopol, the neighbour of Kamience-Podolsk, 
with twenty-nine parish churches, was also subor- 
dinated to the Metropolitan. By the treaty of 
Vienna this country was ceded io Austria, and now 
forms a part of Gallicia. In 1812 by the treaty of 
Bucharest, Kussia acquired Bessarabia, and the 
clergy of this province also depended on the Me- 
tropolitan See, although Siestrencewitz proposed 
its annexation to the neighbouring bishopric of 
Kamience. In 1818 only the towns of Kichineff 
and Chotine were joined for ecclesiastical adminis- 
tration to Kamience, a Visitor being appointed by 
the Metropolitan for the southern pai-t of this pro- 
vince. In 1824, at the request of Bishop Mackiewicz, 
the clergy of Bessarabia were subordinated to him. 
In 1815 Bishop Strognowsky, administrator of 
the diocese of WUna, being dead, it was given to 
the Metropolitan as administrator. He preserved 
at the same time the Archbishopric of Mohilew and 
all the churches of the empire depending on the 
Metropolitan Chair; but as he was obHged to 
reside at St. Petersburg he was represented in 
these places by Bishop Poiizyna, Suffragan of 
Wilna, who received his instructions. This union 
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of the two dioceses could only be temporary, as the 
intention of the Government was to transfer the 
Metropolitan Chair to Wilna, and to nominate 
another diocesan bishop to Mohilew. The nego- 
tiations on this subject were commenced in 1815 
with Eome. The idea of making Wilna the prin- 
cipal centre of the ecclesiastical administration of 
the empire would have been strange on the part of 
the Russian Government, as Wilna was the Rome 
of the Polish provinces, the cradle of Catholicism 
in these countries, and she still preserved the 
recent souvenir of the omnipotence of the Latin 
priesthood. The Government had another project 
— the elevation of Siestrencewitz to the dignity of 
Primate, with fuU powers attached; and it had 
already, as we have seen, been demanded of Rome, 
but the Pope not being inclined to such a conces- 
sion, the idea of transferring the Metropolitan seat 
to Wilna fell to the ground, and he remained ad- 
ministrator of the bishopric of Wilna, although in 
1821 Prince Galitzen proposed to free him, seeing 
his advanced age, from this office, but he declined 
it, and preserved his authority there until his 
death. 

We shall now pass to the diocesan clergy. In 
all _ well organised churches the number of the 
clergy corresponds to the wants of the parishioners 
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for whom they perform various religious ofBces. If 
the priests be not sufficiently numerous, the pa- 
rishioners suffer, as all pulpits cannot be filled at 
the same time. But in revenge a too numerous 
clergy indicate the decay of a church, as super- 
fluous ecclesiastics living in idleness yet enjoying 
the revenues of their charges, become demoralised 
and are an object of scandal to the people, of 
envy and disdain to the active members of their 
class, and in default of respect for the servants ,of 
the Church, the Church itself suffers. Looking at 
the Latin clergy from this point of view, at the 
epoch we now study, we arrive at the conclusion 
that their constant tendency to multiply beyond the 
limits of effective necessity, engendered vices hurtful 
to the ecclesiastic dignity, and was consequently a 
shame to religion. During the time of Poland, 
when the authority of the clergy extended over 
the tribunals and lay affairs, they preserved the 
administrations called Surrogates, which separated 
them from the jurisdictional departments, and 
were independent of the Consistories with which 
they should legally act. In some dioceses there 
was a crowd of priests and dignitaries arbitrarily 
instituted, and without the least necessity, under 
the name of Surrogates, etc. In 1804 the College 
directed its attention towards this abuse, and 
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abolished all these administrations and functions, 
which were not to he estahUshed in future. 

The evil of such clerical multiplicity especiallyper- 
vaded the ranks of the rich and notable clergy, that 
is, of those amongst them who occupied elevated po- 
sitions, had benefices at their disposal, and were, in 
short, the capitulary or synodical dignitaries. 

The canons and prelates became, according to 
the Latin law, a superior local diocesan adminis- 
tration, that is to say, the consistory, and partici- 
pating in the episcopal offices ; it follows that their 
number ought to have been limited, inasmuch as 
the expense of their support was considerable, 
especially as superfluity amongst the clergy was de- 
trimental to the revenues of the parish priests who 
should have received the moneys of the benefices, 
which, under the circumstances, were appropriated 
by the chapters. We see by the calculation and the 
documents relating to them how the revenues of 
these episcopal councils were augmen|;ed. 

The Chapter of Wilna remained quite as numer- 
ous as it had been under Polish domination, while 
the ancient See itself was much less extended, a 
great part of it having passed to the newly-con- 
stituted Diocese of Mohilew, and another quarter 
forming the new Bishopric of Minsk. AU the 
churches beyond the Nieman passed to Prussia. 
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There were yet two other chapters or coUegiates in 
this diocese, Courland and Brest. In the diocese 
of Luck there was also two collegiates, Zitomir 
and Olyca, independent of the local chapter. In 
Mohilew there were forty-four capitulary dignities, 
twelve conformably to the Act which instituted the 
See, twelve canons of Kiew, twelve canons of In- 
flandt, and two of Smolensk: they were the remains 
of the small dioceses which had of old existed in 
Poland, — those of Kiew, Inflandt, and Smolensk, — 
and which had never been recognised by the Eus- 
sian Government. These pretended Sees had been 
for a long tiriiie abolished or annexed to others ; and 
their synodal clergy of episcopal dignities no longer 
existing, remained useless and idle, but with the 
benefices. They were styled Titulary Canons, and 
had no legal right to assemble, take part in dis- 
cussions, or vote. This abuse was particularly 
noticeable in Kamience, the half of whose members 
carried the title of canons. These disorders prove 
that which the government did not know, upon 
what a base, and in what number, these diocesan 
chapters existed. Two of them only had been 
positively constituted by the Pope's legates, Arkeli 
and Lissa, for the Dioceses of White Eussia and 
of Minsk, instituted under the reign of the Empress 
Catherine and of Paul. The others were never 
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confirmed, and what is more, some of them were 
even instituted and endowed without the consent 
of Rome, hy order of the local bishops ; as, for ex- 
ample, the Chapter of Kamience. 

In 1806 the Emperor notified to the Metropolitan 
that in the dioCfeses where there was no chapter 
they should not name more Titulary Canons ; but 
four years later it was again permitted to support 
in the See of Mohilew twelve canons of Kiew, 
titulary, and to elect from amongst them the 
assessors for the consistory and the coUege. In 
1819 the canons acquired the right of electing the 
other members of the chapter. How were these 
chapters composed ? Why were they multiplied ? 
What did they do ? In 1825 Bishop Mackiewicz 
explains this in detail, and we cannot do better 
than give the result of this bishop's experience. By 
the Chapter of Kamience one can judge very well 
of the others, as the traits are precisely similar. 

In all the diocese of Kamience, there were less 
than one hundred churches, and its chapter was 
composed of seven prelates, fourteen canons, with 
thirty-eight canons considered as titulary (hono- 
rary), in all fifty-nine persons. Independent of 
these there were also coadjutors. The rules of 
the chapter were published in 1721 by the Bishop 
Gosius, and were not confirmed either by the then 



144 ROMANISM IN RUSSIA. 

existing Polisli Government or by Eome. Some of 
the members were named by Gosins, others by the 
bishop. Indeed there were many such capitulary 
dignities, the nomination to which belonged to per- 
sons who had only founded some benefice, but who 
were entire strangers to the diocesan administra- 
tion. For example, the nomination to the place of 
Prelate Froboscz devolved on the family Gnumezky, 
and the magistrate of the city of Kamience could 
appoint to the post of Canon Penitentiaire. 

The bishop could angment the number of canons 
in the following cases : — 1st. In memory of his 
consecration as bishop : 2nd. To spread vaccina- 
tion with greater success as commanded by the 
government, which had recommended vaccination 
committees of the deputies of the most respectable 
clergy, to further this object : 3rd. To accompany the 
bishop in his diocesan visitations and inspections, 
for his convenience, and the greater solemnity of the 
service. This is quite enough to furnish us with a 
tableau of the efi'ective utility of such a priesthood. 

If the chapters had much general analogy be- 
tween them, they were not, however, similarly 
organised; on the contrary, under many relations 
there existed notable differences. According to 
the Constitution of the Crown in 1550, it was 
enacted that only Polish gentlemen could be named 
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prelates and canons ; and this law was extended in 
1639 to the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, and was 
afterwards followed in nearly all the dioceses, be- 
sides being inserted in the Act constituting the 
Chapter of Mohilew in 1783. In that for Minsk 
in 1798, it was specially ordained that only gentle- 
men originally from the Government of Minsk could 
be selected as prelates and canons of that diocese. 
At the same time the Chapter of Kamience was com- 
posed one half of nobles," the other half non-noble. 

A benefice was generally conferred for life ; but 
in this See the endowments were administered in 
common, and the revenues were divided into equal 
parts between the members of the chapter. Wilna 
had the richest benefices, every one of which had 
at least upwards of five hundred peasants and large 
capitals. In the other chapters the benefices were 
poorer, that is, they returned less ; and in the new 
dioceses of Mohilew and Minsk these benefices were 
occupied by the secular clergy, as they had not 
others. In the Bishoprics of Luck, Kamience, 
Mohilew, Samogitia, and Minsk, there were, hono- 
rary canons created either by custom or at the 
pleasure of the bishops, the only exception being 
that of Wilna, where there were none, assuredly 
for the reason that the number of capitular dig- 
nities far surpassed the true requirements of the 

VOL. n. L 



146 BOMANISM IN RUSSIA. 

See. The diocesan authority was strongly disposea 
to multiply this useless class, to give iclat to the epis- 
copal dignity in the eyes of the people. Indeed they 
actually did so, notwithstanding an Act hy Arch- 
bishop Litta, forbidding the further nomination of 
canons in the diocese ; they introduced them under 
the soi-disant name of aggregati, an appellation and a 
dignity totally unknown in the Roman Canon Laws. 
Thus, in some particulars, the chapters resem- 
bled each other, especially in their tendency to 
multiply, and this was a most pernicious and inju- 
rious defect, the motive for which was the desire 
for riches and the spirit of cupidity. As to the 
Church, her interests lay behind those of the Clergy, 
and were forgotten. The laws of Eussia only per- 
mit one parish to an ecclesiastic, so that every 
parish has a perinanent pastor to direct the flock 
committed to him ; but, although the Council of 
Trent commanded the same observance, the Roman 
Catholic clergy disregarded the injunction. Thus 
the canons and prelates of Wilna possessed priories 
and livings in different quarters of the diocese of 
Wilna, but engaged curates at a small remuneration 
to discharge their duties, while they, residing ia the 
city or elsewhere, dispensed the considerable reve- 
nues of the benefices at their pleasure, amounts which 
often reckoned several thousand roubles per year. 



EEIGN OP THE EMPEEOR ALEXANDEB. 147 

What, vre may ask, were these pastors, who did not 
even trouble themselves to celebrate divine service, 
and how shall we regard the unfortunate country 
priests hired, and badly paid, who fulfilled their 
duties ? It is clear, that by the nomination of pre- 
lates and canons "to titles, they hankered still more 
after the riches of the Church, and forgot their eccle- 
siastical profession. As, therefore, these places pre- 
sented sources of revenue, the Chapter of Kamience 
enacted that they might be sold for money, under the 
pretext that the sums so raised might be employed 
for the different requirements of the Cathedral. But 
in reality this was an ecclesiastical ruse to raise pri- 
vate funds — a traffic in Church preferments. 

There was an Ordinance which should have dimi- 
nished this class of idle ecclesiastics, who only 
enriched themselves at the expense of the useful 
parochial clnrgy, though the measure had not been 
made on this account, but in general to civilize the 
clergy. Six years after the establishment of the 
Seminary near the university of Wilna, that is to 
say, in 1813, it had been enacted that neither 
prelates nor canons could be nominated who had 
not finished their studies in this establishment, or 
those who should not have obtained the degree of 
Doctor of Theology at the University, or after the 
foundation of the Jesuitical Academy of Polotsk, 

l2 



148 ROMANISM IN ETJSSIA. 

at that institution. But several diocesan authori- 
ties either would not execute the whole of this law, 
or very adroitly eluded it in the following manner : 
those students who lived at a distance from Wilna 
or Polotsk, were not required to present themselves 
personally for examination, hut could forward their 
dissertations according to the examination they 
should hold as to scientific degrees, which of 
course afi'orded the person an opportunity to send 
a dissertation not written by himself, but by any- 
body else clever enough to compose it if he him- 
self did not feel disposed to do so. Thus, nomi- 
nation to capitulary functions was not hindered by 
this law. Some bishops openly opposed it, although 
it was unquestionably framed with regard to the 
instruction and consequently the welfare of the 
priesthood. " This has been presented by the 
members of the University of WUna," said Mackie- 
wicz, " in the same spirit that animated the French 
before the epoch of their famous Eevolution, when 
everything with regard to the clergy was limited 
under the disguise of kindness and care for their 
welfare, but in reality to destroy them, or meta- 
morphose them as then judged necessary." For 
more than twenty years this bishop entertained the 
idea that education and instruction were not neces- 
sary for the clergy, especially for the higher orders, 
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and opposed the diplomas of doctor by citations 
from the Epistles of S. Paul to the Ephesians and 
Corinthians; and he demanded in the year 1825, as 
a particular favour, that prelates and canons might 
be nominated without exacting scientific degi-ees, 
even to the gfade of bishops. One may easily 
comprehend how he executed the ordinance on this 
subject, particularly when so commodious a means 
existed for eluding it. 

With respect to instruction there were only the 
chapters of Wilna and Samogitia which offered 
certain guarantees under certain circumstances, as 
the University of Wilna could elect four canons in 
each of these chapters, and to the dignity of suf- 
fragan of Trock. It is evident that the govern- 
ment thought to purge the respectable clergy from 
the useless members, as the ministry of religion 
and public instruction confirmed the nomination of 
canons and prelates, after ■ its creation, and was 
therefore obliged to enter into the fundamental 
details to ascertain what could or could not be 
confirmed. But this anxiety did not extend far, 
and it is only since this epoch that some prelimi- 
nary ideas have been developed on this subject. 
Although bound to account for its acts, the ministry 
took no decisive measures, confining itself merely 
to some vague instructions, like that which in 
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1823, Prince Galitzen addressed to the Metropo- 
litan : — " I find that even in preserving the custom 
followed until now, of permitting the members of 
the chapter of Wilna their curacies, that it is 
nevertheless quite contrary to canonical regula- 
tions; as this abuse has been introduced, it is 
absolutely necessary to limit it, taking into consi- 
deration the veritable services rendered by these 
ecclesiastics to the Church and the State, and the 
amount of revenue which these persons receive in 
their capacities of members of the see." But the 
chapters remained in the same state, notwithstand- 
ing, and were always composed in the same way, 
their activity tending invariably towards the one 
aim : " AU for themselves, nothing for the Church." 
It was thus that the high, rich, and privileged 
clergy acted ; exceptions were rare. 

After the capitulary ranks in the hierarchical 
order, came the parochial clergy, the most neces- 
sary for the congregations, as they supplied the 
rehgious requirements, and were in continual con- 
nexion with the population. To form a correct 
idea of the state of these priests, it is necessary to 
examine the mainspring of their ecclesiastical 
career, viz., their preparation for the priesthood, 
their nomination to parishes, and their efforts for 
the welfare of the flocks of the Church. 
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Education is as indispensable and even more ne- 
cessary for the priesthood than for other classes, as 
they instruct the people. The Metropolitan, Sies- 
trencewitz, recognised this fact, and while still dio- 
cesan bishop occupied himself particularly with the 
seminary of MohUew. When elevated to the dignity 
of Metropolitan, he laid the foundation of active and 
useful education in all the seminaries. The project 
of the organisation of these institutions was pre- 
sented by him as early as 1797, and was based on 
the following considerations : 1st. the seminaries 
to teach moral theology, religion, including the cere- 
monies, the mode of explaining the catechism, geo- 
graphy, history, arithmetic, the Russian language. 
Such foreign languages as different localities re- 
quired ; for example, German for the dioceses of 
Mohilew, and Wilna, with Lettish, seeing that in the 
government of Courland there were many parishes 
where they spoke these languages. French for that 
of Luck, Italian for Kamience. 2nd. The course of 
education to last four years. 3rd. The number of 
students to be determined by the extent of the dio- 
ceses and the number of parochial clergy, basing this 
calculation upon the supposition that in a population 
of one hundred persons, three die annually. The 
seminaries should prepare twelve clerks in every 
hundred priests, so that the vacancies occm-ring 
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from time to time could be replaced at once. 4th. 
That every seminary send the third part of the 
students to finish at the university of WUna. 5th. 
The superior administration of the seminaries 
to he confided to the immediate inspection of 
the local Roman Catholic bishops ; vyhich would 
have been extremely useful for the conveniences 
of education. 6th. — In ease of an insufficiency of 
resources for the support of the seminaries, to orga- 
nise for this object a tax upon all the landed estates 
and funded property of the Church. 

The examination of this project was confided by 
the Emperor to the third department of the Senate, 
which for a long time postponed its decision, de- 
manding information as to the revenues of the 
clergy, which eventually ended in nothing. In the 
year 1803, this department left the care of estab- 
lishing seminaries to the diocesan authorities, 
subject to the inspection of the college, without 
determining either the position of these establish- 
ments, or the sciences which should be taught ; 
without allotting specified funds for their support, 
or even obliging the institution of these schools as 
positive. This was unquestionably canonical as 
based on the regulations of the council of Trent, 
which fully empowered the bishops to control the 
local seminaries. But was it wise to leave them to 
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the discretion of bishops who were themselves 
sometimes not instructed. Was it well for the 
future of the Church or the priesthood ? The result 
of this measure sufficiently demonstrates its value. 
The seminaries were placed in the following 
localities : — 1st, for the diocese of Mohilew, at 
Mohilew and Zwenigorodka, government of Kiew ; 
at Kraslaw, upon the frontiers of Courland, and at 
Bielostok ; this last existed at the time of the an- 
nexation of the province of Bielostok to Eussia. 
2nd, for the diocese of Wilna : two seminaries in 
the city of Wilna, the diocesan one situated close 
to the Church of St. George, the other by the 
priests of St. Vincent at lUouksha, government of 
Courland, and at Brest Litowsk. 3rd, for the 
bishopric of Samogitia, one in the town of Wornia, 
district of Telsch. 4th, for the diocese of Luck, 
at Luck, Zitomir and Olyca. 5th, for Kamience, 
at Kamienee-Podolsk ; and lastly, for Minsk, at 
the city of Minsk. Thus for six dioceses one 
counted fourteen seminaries. At first sight it 
appears that ecclesiastical education should be 
duly guaranteed by a proper number of establish- 
ments, but the great number of institutions only 
lessened the means fixed for their support. If in 
the dioceses where there were three or four semi- 
naries, there had been only one capable of receiv- 
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ing enongli pupils from different quarters, there 
would have heen a saving of resources to the be- 
nefit of pupils and establishment ; this centralisa- 
tion conferring economy and uniformity in the 
administration, not only vpith regard to the institu- 
tion itself, but in the estates belonging to it. 

It is clear that the city of WUna did not require 
two seminaries ; that of Olyca was equally super- 
fluous, this town being not far from Luck where 
there was an episcopal seminary. Such a division 
of educational institutions was irregular, as they 
were placed in locaHties agreeable to the founder, 
and not because of the requirements of clerical 
education. Several of them were besides opened 
under the Polish regime, when the dioceses were 
altogether different ; and this irregular distribution 
prevented the episcopal visitations and inspections 
very often, as distant from the place of the bishop's 
residence. Their multiplicity, too, deceived one as 
to the number of young men who studied. At 
Wornia, there were the most pupils, they amounted 
to sixty-two, but the diocese of Samogitia reckoned 
more thau a million of Roman Catholics. At the 
episcopal school of Wilna, there were fifty clerks, 
and twenty-two in the seminary, supported by the 
priests of St. Vincent de Paul ; whereas it would 
have been incomparably more useful to have had 
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fewer clerks at Wilna, where there was already an 
institute, and to have had one more distant from 
centre of education. At Kamience there were 
fifteen pupils, and this was quite sufficient for so 
small a circle. But on the other hand, for the 
entire diocese of Minsk, which with regard to 
population approached that of Kamience, there 
were nine clerks ; and other establishments much 
less merited the title of seminary, as, for example, 
Swenigorodka, where there were only six pupils, 
Biolostok where there were five, and Illoukska and 
Olyca, which had each four. Brest-Litowsk pos- 
sessed three. In such establishments there were 
generally no more than two professors, but Olyca 
had one only. 

The resources for the support of these institu- 
tions were different, and had little resemblance 
between them. Some consisted of populated lands, 
and others of hypothetical capitals derived from 
private estates. Property, as a general rule, was 
badly administered by the clergy, and the interest 
upon the capitals, guaranteed upon the lands of 
the gentry, was uncertain and never to be counted 
on, because of judicial processes continually occur- 
i-ing. Sometimes such funds were entirely lost, 
and the existence of the institution became proble- 
matical, or its capability diminished ; the school of 
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Olyca, for example, was in this position. Some 
seminaiies, such 'as Wilna and Wornia, were rich; 
others, as that of Minsk, had nearly nothing, with- 
out speaking of the secondary seminaries, such as 
Bielostok, Brest-Litowsk, etc. In some of them, 
where the resources were regularly dispensed, the 
pupils were better supported; but where funds 
were insufficient, or not forthcoming, they were 
both badly fed and clothed. 

The same diversity existed also with regard to 
the scientific instruction in different institutions, 
notwithstanding that in 1803 the Government had 
prescribed that the system of education should be 
the same as the plan followed at the principal 
seminary then established at Wilna. Religious 
rites with theology were common to all, other 
branches were , taught in some, and in others 
instruction was extremely limited. Thus, for ex- 
ample, the Canon Law entered only into the pro- 
gramme of the seminaries of Mohilew, Swen- 
igorodka, the two establishments at WUna, and that 
of Zitomir. In Brest-Litowsk, Illoukska, Zito- 
mir, and Minsk declamation was not taught, and 
at Mohilew, Kraslaw, Bielostok, and Brest-Litowsk, 
there was no Latin faculty. French and Russian 
were only taught in the two seminaries of WUna ; 
as to Russian history, it was ignored in every one 
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of them, BO that those who were prepared to serve 
in the ecclesiastical dignities of the empire gene- 
rally knew neither the language nor the history of 
the state whose subjects they were. The diversity 
in the choice of the sciences which they taught 
went so far, that in Swenigorodka they taught 
caligraphy ; in the congregation of S. Vincent de 
Paul, at Wilna, physic and mathematics ; and in 
the Episcopal seminary of Wilna political and social 
economy, sciences which the pupils could very well 
learn at the University of Wilna. One of the most 
necessary studies for the clerks, that of Holy 
Scripture, was in some seminaries taught only 
once a week, while others, much less indispen- 
sable, were given oftener; but that which princi- 
pally occupied the time of the pupils was what 
they termed spiritual exercises, or meditations. In 
the administration of these schools there was no 
uniformity. The greater part of them were in the 
hands of the secular priesthood, under the sur- 
veillance of the bishop ; others again were dii-ected 
by the priests of S.Vincent de Paul, as that of Mohi- 
lew, one of the seminaries of Wilna, and lUoukska ; 
this last was even supported at the expense of this 
fraternity. The seminary of Olyca was united to 
a primary school, and those of Wilna were regu- 
lated by a special committee. Although the number 
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of pupils in these schools did not, generally speak- 
ing, correspond to the requirements of the dio- 
ceses, some of these establishments, instead of 
educating more clerks, admitted lay pupils, who 
did not prepare for the priesthood. Such of this 
class as were called to assist the clergy in the 
divine offices were termed violets, after the colour 
of their vestments, and were often to be found in 
the seminaries of Luck, Olyca, and Kamience. 
These students, belonging for the most part to the 
petite noblesse, entered generally at a youthful age, 
and were from thence sent to the primary schools 
to study at the cost of the seminary. At the same 
time the secular clergy constantly failed in the 
dioceses, as these institutions educated too few 
clerks, so that monks were ordinarily found at the 
head of the parishes. 

With such an organisation of the seminaries, 
under which every bishop had the right to change 
as he liked the programme of the studies, when 
there was an absence of all general plan for eccle- 
siastical education, it is not astonishing if, as all 
depended on arbitrary selection and hazard, these 
establishments were a failure in promoting the de- 
sired aim, and conduced not to the requirements of 
the Church. The clergy inspired the spirit of 
education, and thes'^.. always faithful to their tradi- 
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tions, stifled the civilization of the time. Their 
system was to learn the Latin manuals by heart, 
and their aim consisted only in creating new cham- 
pions for their schemes of proselytism. Under 
this relation, they required no general plan ; the 
spirit of caste, disdain for all true civUisation and 
the Propaganda being the qualications common to 
all the Catholic clergy. 

It was only in 1822 that the Mifiistry of Reli- 
gion commenced to dii'ect its attention to the im- 
portant work of clerical education, and invited the 
College to study this object more narrowly. But 
the College adopted only one single useful mea- 
sure ; that the teachers in the seminaries should 
be chosen from amongst doctors, or Masters of 
Arts in Theology. Up to this period the professors 
were arbitrarily selected by the seminary ; all 
other dispositions of the College were quite secon- 
dary, their interference extending only to the intro- 
duction of a course of German for the colonies, 
or the changing of the hours, etc. All this did 
not correct, or even modify the false bases upon 
which these institutions were placed and adminis- 
tered. Established in places designated by the 
will of the founders, sometimes poor, at other 
times not knowing how to use their riches by pro- 
perly supporting clerks sufficiently numerous for 
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the requirements of the diocese, regulated by the 
secular and monastic clergy, these schools taught 
whatever their governing authority desired. If it 
sometimes happened that one of them, being well 
supported, formed active and good clergymen, how 
often did it not occur that there were others which 
had neither the means nor the opportunities to pre- 
pare men worthy of their holy vocation. One 
cannot accuse only the clergy of the disorder which 
reigned in the organisation of the clerical educa- 
tional establishments ; the diocesan authority alone 
could know the local wants of the diocese. Alto- 
gether, the system of administration in these 
schools, the proportion of their means, the con- 
formity .of the resources to the proposed end, all 
this could only be embraced by a Government 
which recognised and knew the general wants. 
But in following in this case the ordinances of 
Eome to the letter, the Ministry only abandoned 
the seminaries, which ought to have been its own 
special care, to the complete and entire direction 
of the bishops, consequ^tly the result of such 
measures became what we have seen. The ordi- 
nance of Rome had been followed, and neither 
Church or State gained anything. 

Happily for the priesthood two men who were 
non-ecclesiastic, but of the same origan thinking 
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of the civilization of at least a part of the clergy 
and destined to fulfil the highest functions in the 
hierarchy of the Church, came to its aid. Accord- 
ing to the ideas, and at the solicitation of Prince 
Ozartoryski, afterwards curator of the University 
of Wilna, and of tHe celebrated Czaczsky so justly 
known for his scientific labours, his love for educa- 
tion and the protection he accorded, the principal 
seminary at Wilna, near to the Church, was in 
1803 founded, and in 1806 its regulations were 
confirmed. The best pupils of the diocesan semi- 
naries were to be admitted into it to terminate 
their education ; they resided in the establishment, 
and followed the course of study for the University 
in which they should make their examination. The 
immediate direction of this institution devolved, 
under the presidency of the rector of the University, 
on a special committee, composed of three Pro- 
fessors of Theology, two members of the Chapter of 
Wilna, and a United Greek priest. Its support 
was derived from the revenues 06 nine benefices or 
estates, and a tax raised for this purpose on the 
convents. To the praise of the priesthood be it said, 
that the most zealous advocate of this plan was an 
ecclesiastic named Stroinowsky, the then rector of 
the University, coadjutor bishop of Luck and later 
administrator of the diocese of Wilna. The bene- 
VOL. 11. u 
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ficent influence of this seminary did not fail to 
make itself felt. The young men destined to the 
service of the Church were educated in the dogmas 
of their faith, and in principles of severe morahty 
by the experienced clergymen who directed the 
establishment, and who could survey their conduct, 
as the pupils lived in the same house with them. 
At the same time the clerks were not banished 
from the world; and within the walls of the Univer- 
sity they were not familiarised only with the scho- 
lastic, as in the episcopal semiaaries, but with con- 
temporaneous progress of theology, and with other 
sciences indispensable to every civilised man. 

With indignation the majority of the clergy heard 
of the foundation of a principal seminary not subject 
to a local bishop, but administered by aspecial 
committee, and which they styled anti-canonical. 
These enemies of civilisation were not satisfied 
that the committee was entirely composed of ec- 
clesiastics, that the seminarists could not escape 
the surveillance of their instructors ; in short, that 
the college had the right to visit the establishment 
whenever it thought proper. All this was only a 
pretext for discontent, but in reality their true 
opposition arose from their fear of the destruction 
of the spirit of caste, as the pupils had constantly 
daily intercourse with the students of other facul- 
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ties at the University. They displayed this ani- 
mosity on all occasions, particularly by hindering 
any particular object in connexion with the school, 
and with this aiin they were everlastingly in arrears 
with the sums destined for its support. These 
sums were very moderate for the clergy, when we 
consider their riches and the vast lands they pos- 
sessed. For example, two hundred and thirty-four 
convents were only subject to a tax amounting to 
ten thousand roubles. The share every convent 
should pay was calculated on its annual revenue, 
but these revenues were so intentionally decreased 
that it was almost impossible the tax could for 
contingencies be less. The Dominican Convent 
of Ostroff had a revenue of five hundred and 
seventy-nine roubles upon an estate of three hun- 
dred peasants ; the Dominican Convent of Douda- 
kow had six hundred and sixty roubles upon six 
hundred and seventy nine souls ; and all the others 
in like proportion ; so that nineteen convents of 
Lithuania belonging to the Bernardines should pay 
seventy roubles, and eleven monasteries of the 
same order in the Russian province, thirty-nine. 
But even these trifling taxes for the benefit of 
ecclesiastical education were kept back, so that 
arrears accumulated every year. Besides this, 
sixty-two convents were quite exempted from 

m2 
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contribution — namely, those orders which occu- 
pied themselves ■with education, such as the Jesuits, 
the Piares, etc., which supported hospitals and other 
convents pretending to be very poor. At the close 
of the reign of the Emperor Alexander, the Domi- 
nicans of St. Petersburg even begged entire ex- 
emption from contributing to the support of the 
principal seminary, alleging that the school was of 
no utUity, nor could it be in future ; that on the 
contrary, it was a positive nuisance ; that iu other 
Catholic States there was no principal seminary ; 
and that conformable to the statutes of the Church 
there could be only diocesan institutions. 

The Dominicans were not the only opponents of 
the Seminary. Fanatics and ignorant priests also 
were animated with a like spirit, and their virus 
spread itself to the Ecclesiastical College, — the 
supreme tribunal of the Catholic confession in 
Eussiar. The College inspected the Seminary in 
1811, and in 1815 took the opportunity to report 
it unfavourably to the Government. Mgr. Golo- 
win, the visitor, Bishop of Orscha, found that they 
studied science too much at the University, con- 
sequently that the seminarists made little progress, 
that they had not enough time for theological 
branches, but the principal evil, according to his 
views, was that the pupils, dispersed as they 
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were in the different class-rooms for lessons, easily 
escaped the surveillance of the inspectors. Let us 
here note that the clerks were from twenty to thirty 
years of age. He judged that such intercourse was 
pernicious to their moraUty, consequently that their 
principles were weakened, and that they conceived 
a certain aversion to the clerical profession, so that 
many of them, after finishing their course at the 
University, would not accept the priesthood, and 
others, the hishop af&rmed, even entertained pen- 
chants for infidelity and atheism. 

The mainspring of all these accusations and 
slanders, is evident ; the clergy would not ahandon 
their spirit of caste, or tolerate the least contact 
between their pupils and persons of other profes- 
sions, in order to evade aU enlightening influences 
on theii' minds. Thus they permitted themselves to 
become mere fanatical tools to recruit caste. Instead 
of being satisfied that those who had no taste for the 
service of the altar quitted the profession in time, it 
pained them to lose members who would undoubtedly 
become useless and cumbrous in the Church. It is 
perfectly clear that the supposed difficulties in the 
course of the University not only did not hinder 
scientific study, but that the intellectual capabilities 
of the students, in perseveringly surmounting them, 
only seconded greater intellectual developments. 
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The ministry found the considerations of Mgr. 
Golowin worthy of attention, and supposed that the 
sorrowful diocesan seminaries sufficed for the educa- 
tion of the clerks, as, in his opinion, they taught 
all the sciences which should form a part of the 
theological faculty at Wilna, the result of which 
was a demand for the suppression of the principal 
seminary, "which though useful in some degree 
to the Latin clergy, was excessively onerous for 
the convents." Prince Czartorysky ably refuted 
the insinuations and calumnies of the visitor, and 
happily for the welfare of civilisation saved the 
Institute. But its enemies did not discontinue their 
intrigues ; they were not strangers to cupidity, and 
• they had their eyes on the revenue and the bene- 
fices attached to the foundation. In 1817 they 
again took steps for its abolition, but again were 
opposed by the curator of the district of Wilna, and 
their efforts then, and afterwards, had no effect. 
" It is astonishing," wrote Prince Czartorysky in 
1819 to Prince Galitzen, " that some ecclesiastics 
are opposed to the seminary. Striking examples 
of such clerical antagonism to the progress of civili- 
sation are to be met with in other countries, but it 
never prevents an enlightened government following 
its plan." 

But the diocesan authorities, much against their 



REIGN OF THE EMPEEOE ALEXANDER. 167 

inclination, sent clerka to the establishment. Very 
few pupils of the seminary of Wilna, residing in the 
same town, finished their theological course at the 
University. Besides this, the pupils of the diocesan 
seminaries, not being suflBciently prepared encoun- 
tered difficulties fti following the course, particularly 
in the Russian and foreign languages, which were 
all badly taught at these schools. Owing to this 
defect in these institutions, there was very often 
nobody found to place in the vacant curacies of the 
colonies where German was spoken, when such 
vacancies occurred ; few among the ecclesiastics 
could take part in the sittings of the college, owing 
to their ignorance of Russian, all the proceedings 
of that body being carried on in the national lan- 
guage, and the bishops were not unfrequently em- 
baiTassed for their correspondence with the superior 
power. In 1825 Admiral Schishkoff directed his 
attention towards this disadvantage, and began to 
ameHorate the condition of the diocesan schools. 
On the other hand, the principal seminary requested 
young men to be sent from the dioceses to be better 
prepared and more versed in foreign tongues, but 
this request was vain. The major part of the dioce- 
san scholars gave no proofs of any knowledge either 
of language or science ; and some of the bishops 
not only discountenanced the teaching of foreign 



168 EOMANISM IN KTJSSIA. 

tongues, but absolutely opposed it. Mackiewicz 
declared that they prejudiced the Latin religion, 
and said, that in the lay schools they should give 
the preference to the' Latin. It is here to be re- 
marked that the clergy had nothing to do with the 
organization of the lay schools, and he would have 
done better to confine his attention only to that 
which concerned the improvement of his own class. 
This deprecation of scientific instruction, on the part 
of the ecclesiastical authorities, could hardly con- 
tribute to the proper preparation of pupils for an 
ulterior theological education. 

The services rendered by the principal seminary 
to the Latin clergy were, ia truth, immense. AH 
that was respectable and civilized among them 
came from this establishment — nearly aU the re- 
spectable bishops. It is a pity to see that it was 
not better appreciated. It not only was not created 
by them, but it existed against their vsdll, and they 
discovered their antagonism to it by constantly ex- 
citing the Government against it. 

The principal seminary could not furnish many 
students in comparison to the mass of the clergy, 
because the greater number of them were brought 
up at the diocesan institutions, which educated the 
majority of the priesthood, and these were far 
from responding to so important a vocation, or to 
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the progress of veritable Christianity. For the most 
part the clergy prepared in these provincial schools 
were half- civilised fanatics. Of such individuals the 
greater number of the parish pulpits were supplied. 

Obliged to choose priests from such an army, 
the diocesan chiefs were also limited even in this 
choice by the Canon Law, which, in 1801, was 
recognised as the base of the law of patronage, 
according to which the candidates were named by 
the patrons themselves, the bishops only nominally 
confirming those presented to them ; this confirma- 
tion being only a formality. These parishes being 
dependent on the benefices, the places were often 
bought from persons who had the right of appoint- 
ment. In the Primitive Christian Church the 
abuse of patronage did not exist ; it appeared only 
in the fifteenth century, for the purpose of en- 
couraging the erection of churches, and to enrich 
the clergy. They afterwards extended this advan- 
tageous privilege more and more. It was not the 
diocesan chiefs but the patrons who nominated 
incumbents to the parishes in Western Eussia ; in 
the Latin dioceses of the empire there were in all 
1900 persons belonging to the secular clergy, and 
they could reckon at least 1200 patrons. 

Neither by education nor their manner of life did 
the priests so nominated respond to the require- 
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ments of their congregations. Many of them were 
debauched, kept mistresses, having children, ex- 
torting money for holy offices, quarrelhng with and 
beating their parishioners, whipping the peasants, 
etc. ; and these vices were not, unfortunately, acci- 
dental cases, always everywhere possible, but were 
of constant recurrence. We could cite examples 
and proofs without number ; for the honour of the 
Christian Church, however, we abstain from their 
repetition, but should our affirmations be doubted, 
or treated as fictions, we shall be forced to support 
ourselves by official proofs. The moral education 
of the flock depends on the personal qualities of 
the priest; who is ever before the eyes of his 
people, and his example is not without fruit. The 
unsatisfactory state of the priesthood reflected on 
the whole Catholic Church, and sometimes de- 
manded the intervention of the civil power. Thus, 
in 1824, Prince Hovansky, the Governor General 
of White Kussia, informed the Government that the 
immorality of the Catholic populations of his dis- 
trict, more than anything else, hindered the ame- 
lioration of the peasantry. Their ignorance was 
so great, he declared, that they did not know the 
principal Christian prayers. It was only by the pres- 
sure of the Government that the parochial clergy 
were commanded to explain the dogmas of religion 
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to their flocks, and to read them the principal 
prayers, recalling to their recollections on this 
occasion the prescriptions of the Council of Trent. 

In general the curates were incapable of direct 
obligations, still less could they instruct children 
in districts where there were few or no parochial 
schools, but in this, as in the education of eccle- 
siastics, Czaczsky came to the rescue. Living in 
the Volhynia, where he had founded the celebrated 
Lyceum of Kremences, to which he presented his 
splendid library, he enjoyed general esteem. This 
position gave him the opportunity, in 1803, of pro- 
curing from the diocese of Luck an obligation, that 
every parish church should support a parish school, 
the amount of endowment not being fixed. The 
year following, Dembowsky, Bishop of Kamience, 
by the advice of Czaczsky, convoked a meeting of 
the clergy of the diocese, and induced them to 
contribute in favour of these schools the tenth part 
of the ecclesiastical revenue. Czaczsky drew up a 
programme for these establishments, which the 
Government confirmed in 1807. 

To encourage civilisation, and as a proof of the 
interest he took in some of the clergy, the Em- 
peror rewarded those priests who had established 
the parochial schools, or who had proved their 
solicitude for their welfare. But the cupidity and 
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the ignorance of the enemies of education could 
not be damped, either by the enlightened zeal of 
Czaczsky or the pr'otection which the Government 
testified for civilisation. In several parishes of 
these tveo dioceses, the schools were not established 
at all, as the priests refused to support them, or 
paid the amount destined for their use very irre- 
gularly. In 1817 parish schools were opened near 
to every church in Kamience, but the amount of 
their annual revenue could never be certainly de- 
termined. The aim of the clergy in this case was 
totally different to that of Czaczsky, — he acted for 
the development of civilisation ; the priesthood, on 
the contrary, used them as a means of inspiring bi- 
gotry and fanaticism. Such schools were more nui- 
sances than anything else. Could it be expected that 
a bishop like Mackiewicz, who armed himself with 
Scriptural texts to prove the uselessness of diplomas 
for the faculty of theology, could co-operate in the 
work of civilisation ? In a general sense, however, 
the Latin clergy founded few parochial schools. 

Notwithstanding the extensive revenues of the 
priesthood, the Grovernment came to the rescue 
by the support and repair of the churches at 
the expense of the state, even in the capital, 
where the congregations were very rich, and in 
some cases even supported the curates themselves. 
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The insufBciency of curates qualified by a know- 
ledge of foreign tongues to fill the parishes in the 
colonies, put the legislation to the painfiil necessity 
of calling priests from other countries. These 
strangers arrived under difficulties, as knowing nei- 
ther the countrjf they came to, nor the people for 
whom they were destined. It is therefore espe- 
cially plain that with a reasonable organisation of 
the seminaries, this would never have taken place. 
This measure entailed great expense, and besides 
it was not always convenient or easy to find suit- 
able and respectable pastors, as a worthy and dig- 
nified servant of the Church could always find a 
parish at home. On the other hand, Bussia did 
not fail in plenty of emigrant priests, who desired 
to reside in the empire without taking the oath of 
allegiance. These persons lived without any license 
on the estates of the proprietors of Western Eussia, 
taught the children, and fulfilled the duties of 
chaplain — some of them were even professors in 
lay and ecclesiastical schools. Useless in their 
own country, they were no advantage to the 
Church, but sought an asylum in a hospitable 
land ; amongst the number might in all probability 
be found those who had expatriated themselves for 
their country's good, and to avoid judicial pursuits. 
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CHAPTEK V. 



THE RELIGIOUS OEDERS UNDER THE EMPEROR 
ALEXANDER. 



The Religious Orders which exist in Russia, — Their De- 
chne. — Laxity of Monkish Morals. — The Absence of any 
genuine Religious Vocation. — Compulsory measures for gain- 
ing and keeping Novices. — The Convents show a tendency to 
self-exhaustion. — But this corrected by means of Amalgama- 
tion. — ^The Benedictines united with the Cistercians in 18C3. 
— The Camaldulians amalgamated in 1811. — Disputes arising 
out of these combinations. — The most extensive of the Orders 
divided into two Provinces, Lithuanian and Russian. — The 
junction of the two Provinces of Bernardines and Barefooted 
Carmelites, and the two fused in 1816. — The Franciscans 
only formed one Province in 1819, similarly the Carmelites in 
1820. — Monkish ignorance. — Resultless attempts of Prince 
Czartorysky and M. Czaczsky to kindle some enlightenment 
among them, and utilise them for educational purposes. — 
Orders of Female Teachers.— The Monastic Orders have one 
end, the Propagation of Fanaticism. — The Brothers and Sis- 
ters of Charity and the Rochites the only useful Orders. — The 
Hospices of Convents placed under the Government Inspec- 
tion. 

The religious orders have been vei-y numerous in 
tlie west of Eussia, where there have been thirty 
different ones existing, namely : The Dominicans, 
the Pietists, the Missionaries, the Augustinians, 
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the Bernardines, the Franciscans, the Carmelites, 
the Bare-footed Carmelites, the Trinitarians, the 
Reformers, the Capuchins, the Canons of Latran, 
the regular Canons, the Cistercians, the Marianists, 
the Benedictines, the Rochites, the Monks of St. 
Bridget, the Brothers of Charity, the Camaldulians, 
the Monks of Chartreux. By these some orders of 
women were formed : the Dominicans, the Ber- 
nardines, the Carmelites, the Marianists, the 
Benedictines, the Cisterciennes, the Nuns of S. 
Bridget, the Sisters of Charity, and the Sisters of 
Visitation. The number of the convents was very 
considerable ; in some dioceses, the parishes 
scarcely exceeded the monasteries in number; 
thus, for example, in the Bishopric of Luck, 
over sixty-five parishes one could count fifty- 
four convents. In general there were more monks 
than secular clergy. All these Orders were ma- 
naged in conformity with their rules ; all, according 
to the canonical laws, were independent of the 
diocesan bishops, and were directed by the Pro- 
vincials whom they elected themselves ; and though 
all relations with heads of the Orders residing 
abroad were forbidden, nevertheless these rela- 
tions did exist in reality, although the Statutes 
of the Orders could be scrupulously followed, pro- 
vided only that the Government was never called 
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upon to meddle in their inner ecclesiastical con- 
cerns. For the most part the convents were very 
rich, and the Eeligious Orders had the disposal of 
many thousands of serfs, and of a large capital. 

However, notwithstanding their multiplicity, and 
in spite of the large pecuniary means which they 
possessed, the Eeligious Orders, exempt as they 
were from aU government control, were progres- 
sively advancing towards utter ruin. Far from 
being the ornament of the Church, they were be- 
coming its reproach ; the convents proved an 
asylum for epicurean luxury, for shameless im- 
morality, and presented often the aspect of a 
haunt of vagabonds and criminals. In order to 
enable the reader the better to ascertain the true 
state of these holy asylums, we will confine our- 
selves to the limits of reciting here some few ex- 
amples out of a thousand. Historical facts, in all 
their naked simplicity, are always more eloquent 
than any possible reasoning and all a priori ideas 
put together, — for the facts are incontestable. 

Many Catholic monks had been exiled after the 
incendiary fires which had ravaged the western 
governments, in the summer of 1811. They had 
been condemned as men in collusion with felons 
and as incendiaries, and many among them had 
confessed to having counterfeited the signatui-e of 
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the bishops on some false passports, of having held 
some indecent ideas about their holy religion, and 
had the intention of leaving their convents and 
flying abroad. In 1820, the police discovered a 
certain Palzevitch, ensign of the Ismaeloffsky 
guard, who had* been degraded for theft, and 
who, under different names, had hidden himself 
in the convents of Wilna, where, after having 
taken orders, he continued to steal, and to fabri- 
cate false passports and false documents. In 
1822, at the convent of the Carmelites of Kou- 
pinsk, Bishopric of Kamience, two monks, Gui- 
lefifsky and Pastbuscheffsky, escaped from their 
convent to the kingdom of Poland; the prior of 
the aforesaid convent reported that these vagrants 
led evil lives, that they beat the servants of the 
convent, of whom they had even maimed 
some; that the ecclesiastical community, finding 
itself in perpetual contact with men who had 
nothing of the true monk about them, was falling 
into complete decay, that it no longer held any 
power, either religious or civil; that it trembled 
even for its existence, and begged to be delivered 
from the government of such monks as these. 

The diocesan bishops and the ecclesiastical 
college verified this decay of the Religious Orders. 
In 1816, the Metropolitan expressed himself 
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in these terms on the subject of the Bernardines 
of the Russian province : " They are incorri- 
gible in their vicious tendencies, almost all have 
been subjected to sentences from the Consistory, 
so that it is very difiBcult out of this Order to choose 
one single individual honest and worthy of being 
named Principal of the Order." In 1818, the 
Ecclesiastical College brought under the cognizance 
of the ministry that the missionaries absented 
themselves continually from their convent without 
any authorization, and did not perform their reli- 
gious duties ; that some among them, after having 
obtained cures, had seized some property of the 
convents, and having thus fraudulently appropriated 
it, had quitted the order ; others having gone on a 
visit to other convents than their own, by order of 
their superior, had provided themselves with con- 
siderable sums belonging to their own convents, 
and having comfortably installed themselves in 
their new abodes, obstinately refused to return to 
their own asylums. The very same year the Eccle- 
siastical College reported that among the not very 
numerous fraternity of the monks of Chartreux, 
of the convent of B^restzk, the discords, the dis- 
sensions, and the disorders had grown to such a 
point, that there was no longer any hope of re- 
establishing the least discipline ; that some special 
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commissiona had already frequently been instituted 
for the administration of this convent, but that 
they had not obtained any result, and that, in con- 
sequence, nothing remained but to close the con- 
vent. In 1819, the pious Bishop of Luck, Cies- 
cheffsky, informed the college that the convents 
of the Franciscans, in his diocese, found them- 
selves in a deplorable state ; that he had tried as 
much as possible to raise the character of these 
convents, so that they might answer to their holy 
end and to the statutes of the founders, but that 
neither his letters nor his pious exhortations, nor 
the projects of amelioration which he proposed to 
the Provincial of the Order, produced any effect. 
Lastly, that there were no longer any monks there 
distinguished by their knowledge, and that the 
whole ecclesiastical science was despised. The 
following year, the same bishop brought to the 
cognisance of the college, that the convent of the 
Carmelites of the Russian province found themselves 
in a state of decay, for the want of instructed monks, 
and in consequence of the degradation of the 
sciences which the monastic orders ought to culti- 
vate. Let us put an end for the moment to the 
enumeration of these authentic statements, which, 
as we think, allow us to form an adequately exact 
idea of what the Catholio convents in Russia were. 

ii2 
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The monks brought up in these principles, or 
rather in this want of all principle, carried these 
very same faults and weaknesses into the parishes 
to which they were appointed. Let us relate some 
examples. In the year 1815,^the Privy Councillor, 
Count Severin Potocky, complained to the Prince 
Galitzen that he could not find a priest even mode- 
rately suitable for the Catholic Church situated on 
his estate, not far from Odessa; that he had looked 
for one among the Dominicans of Tulczyn, but 
that one was worse than another, and that the last 
had ended by killing a man in an orgie. In the 
year 1820, the evangelical superintendent of Sa- 
ratoff, M. Fessler, wrote to the Prince Galitzen : 
" Of what use to the colonists could the monks be 
who were always intoxicated, and notable for no- 
thing but a moral depravity never witnessed by the 
people elsewhere. I know personally two who 
practised similar conduct, a Carmelite of the pa- 
rish of Kamensk, and a Dominican who not three 
days before arrived quite intoxicated, and not later 
than yesterday, received confessions in that state. 
I am acquainted perfectly and in all its details with 
the monastic education of the mendicant monks in 
what were the Polish Provinces ; for I have passed 
five years in Austrian Poland, and have travelled in 
it many times. In the nature of this education 
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there -is nothing that has the power of forming 
good priests ; and out of a hundred monks that I 
know, I have never been able to find one single 
man to whom I should (without sinning before God) 
have been able to entrust the care of souls. The 
visitor of the colonies of New Russia complained 
equally of the Dominicans, who were continually 
intoxicated. "A single day does not pass," said he, 
" without a number of them being dead drunk !" 
The continual dissensions between the monks and 
the Syndics (in the parishes where there are any 
Syndics) shackled also very considerably the dis- 
ciplinary order of the Church. 

We can now see to what an extent of dissolution 
and immorality the convents and the monks have 
been drawn, and all this through the strict observ- 
ance of the Roman law, which requires for the Re- 
ligious Orders entire exemption from all authority 
of the Diocesan Bishops. Already completely disor- 
ganised under the Polish rule, the Religious Orders 
were demanding cogently an authority so strong 
and concentrated as alone could uproot the unheard 
of abuses which had found a shelter behind the 
walls of these religious retreats. They had not 
alone to be reformed, they had to be re-constituted. 
Siestrencewicz thoroughly understood it, but the 
good of the Church was sacrificed to the obstinacy 
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and the egotism of the Court of Eome. Instead 
of six bishops to whom one ought to have ratio- 
nally apportioned the authority of the Catholic 
Church (this includes the convents), what do we 
find ? Thirty different provincial authorities, en- 
tirely independent, the issue of the election of 
immoral monks ; it is on an authority like this 
that more than half of the Latin clergy of the 
empire depended. There were some Orders who 
had only one convent ; for instance, the Camal- 
dulians of Potscha'ieff, the monks of Chartreux 
of B6resty, containing no more than three monks ; 
one convent of this class had also its private 
administration, formed in itself alone a province, 
and one might say a jurisdiction, entirely sepa- 
rate. Is it possible that three members could 
have chosen a chief from among them, and that 
after this any subordinates should be left for him 
to govern ? 

At what period do we see this administration 
slackened and the exclusive prerogative of the 
Religious Orders relaxed ? In an age when every 
inchnation for the cloistered life had entirely disap- 
peared, where the want of truly religious men did 
not allow of one being over nice in the choice, one 
was obliged to accept as monks all those who pre- 
sented themselves, without examining if they had 
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or had not the qualities required, and a true voca- 
tion for the existence of a hermit, — a life not without 
wearisomeness as it was. The greater part of the 
monks were led to enter the Orders from pure in- 
terest, from the facility of procuring in the convent 
not only their Saily bread, but even great physical 
ease. Those who had any possessions rarely al- 
lowed themselves to be carried away by the allure- 
ments of the monastic riches. Thus in the Diocese 
of Wilna, among about 1025 monks, there were 
only among them eighty belonging to the nobility ; 
and among 302 nuns there were only three nobles. 
Thus, in order to prolong and cultivate the ex- 
istence of their Religious Orders, they have often 
been necessarily obliged to draw novices into their 
societies, by cunning, by fraud, and by retaining 
by force some unhappy children who were not 
in a state to render any account of what befell 
them. Could monks of such a kind at a later 
time fulfil their mission worthily ? Let ns rather 
listen to the recital of those who have passed 
through all these iniquities, and who have seen 
them close at hand ; let us follow them into the 
convents, aad let us by them be initiated into the 
regime, and the inner life of these establishments. 
" Left an orphan at the age of twelve years,'' 
wrote, in 1811, in a petition to the Emperor, a cer 
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tain Ostroffky, a Polish gentleman, " I carried on 
my studies at the school of Pinsk, into which I was 
cajoled by the Dominican, Sakoffsky, who in 1800 
sent me, provided with a letter of introduction to 
M. Mordasivitch, Prior of the Dominicans. This 
man received me with kindness, and kept me near 
him at the convent, and under the pretext of the 
uniformity established at the monastery, obliged me 
to put on the dress of the Order and to take part 
from time to time in the sacred offices. Although 
far removed from all contact with the world, and 
arrived at the age of sixteen years, I saw clearly 
that they wished to make a monk of me ; I made 
a complaint, and begged to be permitted to leave 
the convent. But the Prior, accustomed to such 
manoeuvres, thought it his duty to distract me, 
by sending me into another Dominican convent. 
The change of place, however, had no effect upon 
my mind, but, on the contrary rather, the con- 
straint made me take a still greater disgust to the 
monastic life. The Dominicans shut me up by 
force in the convent, and it is thus that I have 
remained cloistered for five years, until the mo- 
ment when I was able to fly, and by this means 
disencumbered myself of a form of existence which 
could not be pleasing to God, and would certainly 
be useless to my neighbour." 
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In the same year, a certain Berejnitzky and his 
wife presented this complaint to the Prince Ga- 
litzen : " The Dominicans of the convent of Kami- 
ence," said they, " persuaded om- daughter, a girl 
of thirteen years, to enter a convent, and they 
took her forcibly from her mother. When the 
civil authorities interfered, she was secretly re- 
moved to the convent of Grodez, and from there 
they also carried her secretly again to Kamience, 
forbidding her to see her parents ; they attired her 
in the dress of a nun, and later, without taldng any 
notice of our protest, they compelled her to take 
the vows. The child, being terrified, became ill ; 
was attacked with convulsions and fits. The nuns 
believing the child wished to pass for one possessed, 
whipped her, but when they were fuUy assured 
that she was really ill, they sent her, not to a 
doctor, but to a Father Confessor, and set over her 
a certain nun, named Poulisetzky, with the sacred 
water and the cross, to exorcise the demon. It 
was only when the child was about to die that they 
permitted her to see her mother ; who had scarcely 
entered the cell, when the girl fainted away. 
Nevertheless they still kept the child at the con- 
vent. On recovering a little from her Ulness, the 
young girl thought of running away; but not 
having been able to resolve on this, she presented 
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a supplication, to Mgr. Demboffsky, Bishop of 
Kamience, begging him to free her from her vows. 
She unfolded in detail in this petition fuU proofs 
of the way in which the Dominicans had made her 
enter the convent. The bishop commenced in- 
quiring into her case ; but in order to put an end 
to her entreaties, the Dominicans began to per- 
suade the young girl that her father had been sent 
into Siberia, and that her mother was dead, and 
that in consequence no other refuge was open to her 
but the convent. At the same time the Prior of the 
Dominicans, Monzer, after having threatened her 
with chastisement and with confinement, forced her 
to undertake in writing that she would desist from 
every complaint. The young girl was condemned 
to a public penance of four weeks and shut up in a 
cold cell, neither warmed nor lighted. On the door 
of this room was the likeness of the devU traced. 
They took from her her nun's dress, vrithout giving 
her any other proper clothing, and made her 
clean the closets. During two whole years she en- 
dured these tortures ; at length she fled from the 
convent ; but as they continued to pursue her, she 
was obliged to wander under a false name, and to 
hide herself in the houses of strangers, among the 
stacks of corn, and in the ditches." The aifair 
dragged on till at length the college wrote strongly 
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commanding her to be freed immediately, unhappy 
victim as she was of such cruel fanaticism, and the 
Dominicans were definitely condemned. 

Means like these were not of a nature calculated 
to attract novices into the order. In many mon- 
asteries one saw only three, four, or five monks, 
who, while they were continuing to enjoy the 
revenues of their convent, led a life of luxury and 
idleness, after the fashion of rich proprietors. It 
was thus that the three monks of Chartreux of 
Beresty consumed the revenues of an estate 
with 1395 peasants on it in the government of 
Wilna, and of a capital of 63,000 roubles ; five 
monks of Vinnitza (diocese of Kamience, govern- 
ment of Podolia) monopolised sixty rooms, etc. 
There were many convents of which the whole 
personnel consisted of two monks, in 1818 one 
found similar convents with two monks apiece : 
Samogitia, two ; in the diocese of Minsk, two ; in 
the diocese of Luck seven ; and in the diocese of 
Wilna eleven. In a Dominican convent in the 
Bishopric of Luck, and in a Franciscan monastery 
of the Archbishopric of Wilna, they had not even 
one monk. Lastly the convent of the Order 
of St. Bridget, in the diocese of Luck, was com- 
pletely empty, and nevertheless it continued to 
exist ! The Dominican convents have been the 
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most numerous in the West of Russia : there have 
been nearly 100 of them ; but on the other hand 
they were the most empty. In thirteen monas- 
teries of this order in the diocese of Luck, there was 
only one which counted a fair number of monks. In 
drawing the attention of the Ecclesiastical College 
to the startling decrease in the number of the 
religious congregations, the metropolitan, in 1821, 
quoted especially the convents of the Dominicans 
of the Russian province, of which at their visita- 
tions the lists of numbers were no longer even 
presented : for the plan was to make the monks of 
one convent move on constantly to another, and 
thus secure a make-believe tenancy of monasteries, 
which were in reality almost, or quite, empty. 
Among fourteen convents of regular Canons in the 
government of WUnai, there was only a single 
monastery with seven monks in it, all the others 
counted up even less, and six of them contained 
only two. In a word, the greater part of the 
Latin convents did not contain the prescribed 
number, and any such according to the tenor of 
the canonical rules ought properly to have been 
shut. In fact, conformably to the decisions of the 
Council of Trent, in the four dioceses of Samogitia, 
of Luck, of Minsk, and of WUna, 401 convents 
ought to have been abolished. And yet, in spite 
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of the explicit decrees of one of the Councils (one 
historically most impoi-tant) in the Eomish Church, 
all these cloisters dragged on their sad and futile 
existence. The monks continually unemployed led 
a life of luxury and idleness, and that in the very 
face of the people of the Latin rite, who could not 
but see more and more plainly the vacant condition 
to which the monastic retreats were reduced, and 
who were not ignorant of the corruptions of the 
monkish world, nor of the visible declension of 
the Church itself. When the government for the 
good of ecclesiastical education transferred some 
benefices to the account of the principal seminary 
for the maintenance of that education, the clergy 
raised loud cries against this pretended violation of 
the rites of poperty. (It is thus that it named this 
change in the destination of some benefices.) But 
when, on the other hand, more than the half of the 
convents were not shut, in spite of the manifest 
infraction of the laws of the Church, the same 
clergy did not say a word, and calmly went on 
spending, as they had done in the past, the revenues 
of the land which, strictly speaking, they had no 
sort of right to enjoy. The Roman ecclesiastics 
knew perfectly well how to take up a proper stand 
and to hold fast by the canonical laws, and to 
keep punctually to their execution, each time that 
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these laws tended to their interests ; but then in 
the cases where these same Canons ran counter 
ever so little to their tastes or interests, they well 
knew the way to elude them, to forget them, and 
with what dexterity they managed to put them 
on one side. In this manner the secular clergy 
sometimes accepted many benefices, a thing which 
was severely prohibited by the Council of Trent. 
It is thus, too, that so many empty and unin- 
habited convents struck the eye of the passer-by 
in Lithuania, and that so great a number of idle 
monks caused themselves to be fed by the hard 
labours of their serfs, and scattered the property of 
the Church. 

The clergy scarcely cared at all to re-establish 
the monastic discipline, or to refine the manners of 
the regular clergy, but had only in view the preser- 
vation of the manor lands of the convents ; for if 
the empty monasteries had been abolished as they 
ought to have been, the lands would have neces- 
sarily been confiscated, for want of proprietors. In 
order to obviate such a state of things, which was 
not without danger for certain monks, who were 
not living (as we have seen) in utter contempt of 
creature comforts, they had recourse to amalgama- 
tion, either of difi'erent Orders, each having their 
private statistics, or else of the same Order in dif- 
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ferent provinces under a common administration, 
in order to be able by tbis method to place, tbough 
it were but one or two, monks in each convent, 
and so to form some kind of congregation out of 
which one could at least choose the superiors. In 
1803 the Benedictines and the Cistercians had 
three convents ; and formed, while quite preserving 
the statutes of their respective Orders one single 
congregation, under one sole chief chosen every 
three years at the chapter of the two Orders held 
in rotation, sometimes among the Benedictines, 
sometimes among the Cistercians. To assist they 
gave it a visitor, to be elected in the same way ; 
and thus if the chief of the congregation was a 
Benedictine, the visitor ought to be a Cistercian 
vice versa, in order not to give any preponderance of 
one Order to the detriment of the other. The Ca- 
madulians of Pojaisk, by conforming their insti- 
tutes with those of the two Orders undermentioned, 
were in the year 1811, united into one congrega- 
tion ; these Camaldulians were only six in number. 
They had in their convents neither monastic disci- 
pline nor internal economy, although they possessed 
three hundred serfs and a capital of 20,0U0 roubles. 
The Chartreux of Beresty were subsequently united 
into one congregation. This mixture of dif- 
ferent Orders originated many discords and com- 
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plaints, and even called for some judicial inquiries. 
The Cistercians and Benedictines surpassed in num- 
ber the Camadulians, and the Chartreux claimed 
a superiority over these last, and made them pay 
some very considerable contributions towards the 
common charges. The Orders meanwhile were 
disputing among themselves, and demanding the 
rupture of their association and a separate exis- 
tence as in previous years, etc. In the West of 
Kussia, the Franciscans, the Bernardines, the Car- 
melites, etc., were generally divided into two Pro- 
vinces : Lithuanian and Russian. The limits of the 
provinces of one Order did not always correspond 
with the confines of the provinces of a difierent 
Order ; but generally the Lithuanian province 
comprised the following governments : — Mohileff, 
Witebsk, Minsk, Wilna, Grodno, and the Province 
of Bielostok ; as to the Russian province, it in- 
cluded the government of Kieff, Volhynia, and 
Podolia. The convents of the different Orders of 
the Russian province were, in general, in a less 
satisfactory state than those of the Lithuanian pro- 
vince, and for a very natural reason ; in the Rus- 
sian province, the greater part of the convents, as 
we have seen above, were founded, not to meet the 
religious wants of the residents attached to the 
Roman rite, but with the fixed aim of spreading 
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the Latin faith in the hosom of the Greek popu- 
lation ; thus they remained quite isolated in the 
midst of a people possessing another religion, fell 
more and more into decay, and the numher of the 
monks sensihly diminished. At length to avoid 
the complete atfnihilation of these convents (an 
annihilation prescribed by the canonical laws and 
required by common sense), the superior ecclesias- 
tical authority found no other means of preserving 
them and of increasing the number of the monks 
in them, than by effecting the union of two Pro- 
vinces of the same order. When once the two 
Provinces were united, one could fill the convents 
of one Province, — almost empty as they were, — by 
the monks of the other, which was richer in mem- 
bers. It was with these views that the Bemardine 
convents of the Russian Province who could scarcely 
reckon two monks to a monastery, and the Bare- 
footed Carmelites, of the same Province, were in 
the year 1816 subordinated to the Lithuanian Pro- 
vincials of their respective Orders. The division 
into two Provinces of the Franciscans was abolished 
in 1819, and since then they formed only a single 
Province; and in the year 1820 the Lithuanian 
and the Russian Provinces of the Order of the Car- 
melites were wrought up into a single Province. 
But all these artificial palliatives could not estabhsh 

VOL. II. 



194 BOMANISM IN BUSSIA. 

or guarantee the future existence of ftie convents 
void of monks as they were ; in aiming at the pre- 
servation of an existence which was at best only 
ephemeral, they followed but one aim, that of pre- 
serving their manor-lands ; but the life of the 
monks had ceased to correspond with the original 
intent of the Keligious Orders ; spiritual indepen- 
dence, wealth, aU this was there ; the sacred voca- 
tion alone was lacking. The monks fled the convents. 
The Bishopric of Wilna alone presented during the 
reign of Alexander, more than one hundred fugi- 
tives in the kingdom of Poland, and there they 
obtained the abolition of their vows and became 
completely secularised. 

With some few exceptions, such as the Pietists 
and the missionaries, the monks were generally 
very ignorant. The illustrious Polish patriots, the 
Priace Czartorisky and Czaczsky, while dedicating 
all their efforts to Church improvement, thought 
they would be able to draw the clergy out of this 
intellectual stagnation, and even to employ them 
in the education of the people; but this hope was 
vaia. It was formally settled, in the foundation 
statutes of the principal seminary, that, after ten 
years (dating from that period), no monk should 
be able to fill the functions of prior, preacher, or 
master in the monastic and provincial schools, if 
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he had not concluded his studies at the University 
of Wilua, and could not produce a certificate from 
that University in proof of his knowledge. The 
complete ignorance of the masters of the monastic 
schools of the Wihia district having heen too clearly 
ascertained, theyVere ohliged (dating from the year 
1813) to undergo some examinations at the gymna- 
sium before having confided to them the education 
of the novices. But all the attempted efforts to 
make the convents tend to the well-being of the 
country were fruitless, the obligatory examinations 
remained a dead letter, and the monks evinced no 
desire of giving instructions themselves ; but un- 
happily, all of them having very little knowledge, — 
and more than this, a definite disgust for all that 
constituted civilisation, we nevertheless do not find 
them utterly refusing the task of educating and 
civilising others. Some convents maintained schools 
which were kept in the place of the district schools; 
their number was about forty-three ; bnt conform- 
ably to the project of M. Czaczsky they had resolved, 
although that could not be subsequently completely 
realized, to establish forty-eight schools more in 
the government of Kiefi', of Wolhynia and of Po- 
doUa. Evidently M. Czaczsky fixed on these monks 
such hopes as not only they could not fulfil, but 
such as they would not care to realize. He honestly 
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believed he miglit be able to make them useful in- 
struments in the civilisation of the people, propa- 
gators of popular instruction ; and even proposed 
to introduce into some of the convents certain me- 
teorological experiments, and so place the monks 
on a level with modern scientific progi-ess. These, 
alas ! were but the illusions of a man of honour 
and of an enlightened patriot. 

In forming the educational orders of women, one 
finds the greatest number at WUna. The Marian- 
ists, the Visiting Sisters, the Benedictines of St. 
Michael, and of Garetcz, had schools for young 
gills at Wilna; and, besides, the Visiting Sisters 
had a school in the suburb of the town, named 
Soubocz. In the other parts of the west of Russia, 
there were the Marianists, who occupied them- 
selves by preference in the education of young 
girls : in their seventeen convents, five hundred 
pupils were educated. Some of the convents of the 
Sisters of Charity possessed also schools where the 
elementary education was given to the children of 
the two sexes. We find besides near to some other 
monasteries some schools, but without a title. It 
is thus that, in 1819, the Dominicans were per- 
mitted to open a school in their convent. In com- 
paring the number of the monastic schools with 
the general number of the convents, we find that 
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they were very few; but one could not regret it. 
For it is not education in the veritable sense of the 
word that the monastic orders aim at ; but to in- 
oculate the children with their fanatical and self- 
interested tendencies, to accustom them to it from 
the most tendef age, such was the task which they 
imposed upon themselves. The monastic schools 
as weU as the noviciates, were in reality the first 
steps of the ladder which lead to Orders. For 
want of voluntary aspirants for the monastic life, 
the Religious Orders were filling up their numbers 
with pupils from these schools. They drew these 
young and inexperienced people to them by seduc- 
tion and fraud ; for they could not even render an 
account of their actions, but unhappily bitterly re- 
pented of it, when it was indeed too late, and who 
in reality had nothing about them of the monk 
except the dress. The Russiun Government, which 
was not rendered answerable for these schools, 
looked upon them altogether from another point of 
view; it tried to encourage their development, and 
in every way induced religious women to institute 
schools in the convents ; at the same time ex- 
pressing its desire to the Ecclesiastical College 
" of seeing these works prosper — works in every 
point worthy of the greatest praise and so useful 
for the public benefit." The EeHgious Orders, 
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which one can consider as alone useful, were the 
Brothers and Sisters of Charity, and the Kochites, 
who, according to the statutes of their Orders, espe- 
cially dedicated themselves to the assistance of the 
poor and the sick. But there were in aU seven- 
teen convents of this kind, which gave refuge to 
ahout five hundred persons ; nine convents of Sisters 
of Charity, four convents of Eochites, and four con- 
vents of Brothers of Charity. It is true, that many 
convents possessed manor lands and funded capitals, 
which had heen given to them with the special aim 
of establishing and maintaining houses of charity ; 
hut the clergy got to confound, arbitrarily and on 
their own authority, these special gifts with the 
general mass of the ecclesiastical revenues, and the 
appropriation was thus entirely contrary to the will 
of the founders. These establishments of charity, 
which ought only to serve as asylums for the un- 
fortunate, grew empty, or their door was closed to 
the poor; none but the proteges of the ecclesiastics 
were allowed to enter there ; even there wherp such 
hospitals existed, it was only the clergy who knew 
to what extent the will of the founders was carried 
out in theory. 

Near to other monasteries, huts and small ruined 
cottages alone bore witness to the past existence of 
these houses of charity ; and the poor for whom 
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succour was indispensable, when once robbed of all 
means of existence, found themselves deprived of 
every kind of aid. These disorders at length in- 
duced the government to take all these hospitals 
under its direct inspection, and to bring them under 
the control of the department of Public Bene- 
volence. 

Commiseration for the sufferings of humanity — 
and this was the rdle which some of the orders 
played, — ^was in their mouths scarcely a disin- 
terested plea. In this sense it was that they often 
took advantage of the weaknesses and infirmities of 
persons coming under their hands but not belonging 
to the Romish religion, in order to convert them 
to the Latin creed ; nevertheless, one must render 
them this justice and allow that they did come to 
the succour of a suffering humanity with a devotion 
thoroughly Christian, and that they thus distin- 
guished themselves from the regular clergy, who 
in sloth and idleness led luxurious lives, and by 
their conduct and temper brought dishonour upon 
that Church which they professed to serve. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 



GENEEAIi SXJEYET OP THE POSITION OF THE 
LATIN CLERGY DUEING THE EEIGN OF THE 
EMPEEOE ALEXANDEE.— THEIR MISSION WORK, 
AND ITS MECHANISM AND RESOURCES.— EULES 
OF PEOCEDUEE FOE THE CLERGY IN THEIR 
RELATIONS WITH EOME. 



Resume of preceding Chaptera. — Mission Work. — Super- 
fluous erection of Churches and Chapels.' — False insinuations. 
— Pretended Miracles. — Education. — Mixed Marriages. — In- 
dulgences. — Processions. — Jubilees. — Vast material resources 
of the Clergy. — Sad state of Ecclesiastical Property. — Eccle- 
siastical Funds. — Establishment of a Relief Fund for the 
Clergy, 1822. — Rules of Procedure for the Clergy in their re- 
lations with Rome. — The laws on the subject often infringed 
by the Clergy. —Papal Bulls and Briefs only admitted on con- 
dition of their containing nothing in opposition to the laws of 
the Empire. — Attempts of the Holy See at changing the Epis- 
copal Charge introduced by the Empress Catherine. — Taxes 
on the Episcopal Bulls. — Aim of the relations maintained by 
the Holy See in regard to Church matters. — The Procedure at 
Canonical Law. — The Government watches over the Latin 
Clergy, with a view to their strict observance of Catholic 
Dogmas. — Linde, 1822, — Gassner, 1824. 

In recapitulating, all that we have hitherto said, 
we necessarily reach this conclusion : that the 
Latin Clergy in Eussia were in a sad state. The 
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clergy of the chapter-houses and the Eeligious 
Orders were idly multiplied, and yet all the while 
curates were not seldom wanting for the parishes. 
The prelates and the canons thought only of the 
benefices attached to their cures ; the secular 
priests did not discharge the duties of then* holy 
ofBce, and the monks, with some very rare excep- 
tions, disgraced the religion of which they called 
themselves representatives. The whole clerical 
body, speaking generally, was very ignorant, and 
was scarcely ashamed of showing a decided aver- 
sion to civilisation. And yet in the hands of this 
same clerical body, great as was the liberty of 
action allowed, rested the disposal of all the 
means for developing that very civilisation ; the 
Government scarcely interfering at aU with its 
economy, and the statutes of their Church serv- 
ing as the foundation for their internal administra- 
tion. One can thus say that the Latin clergy has 
shown us to what results a too great independence, 
and the absence of all control from a higher power 
has led, and what are the effects of a too slavish 
application of the Eoman canons, and that pre- 
eminently when one takes into consideration nei- 
ther place nor season. The right of patronage 
shackled the bishops in the choice of worthy 
priests, and such as would be useful in their 
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cures; the subordination of the individual semi- 
naries to the exclusive authority of the bishops of 
their respective dioceses, deprived these institu- 
tions of aU uniformity in their system of eccle- 
siastical education, and left them to the caprice of 
certain individuals -who were sometimes enemies 
to all learning ; the independence of the Religious 
Orders, governed by their Provincials, but not sub- 
ject to the Bishops, soon showed its result in 
their complete decay, and that in spite of their 
great material resources. These Roman regula- 
tions and customs, so clearly injurious to the 
Church, were followed by the clergy, not from a 
spirit of submission to the ordinances of Rome, 
not from a conviction of their importance, but 
simply 'because they flattered the weaknesses of 
the clergy, who found them useful and convenient. 
Further, the question was how to prevent the 
growth of pluralists, how to follow scrupulously 
the rules of the Order, how to lead a chaste and 
truly religious life ; even then arose the opinions 
that the decisions of the Councils were not ade- 
quately obligatory; they obtained a plea for the 
abuses that were found to exist in the fact that 
they were found existing. The canonical pre- 
scriptions were followed in an inverse sense ; that 
is to say, the monks did not put in practice those 
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■which had for their aim the purifying the life of 
the clergy, and the development of ecclesiastical 
institutions, but observed nothing but the ordi- 
nances of the Court of Eome, though these last 
owed their origin solely to the very jealous desire 
of dominion ever manifested by the Papacy, which, 
■with an intention ■visible enough, namely, its ulte- 
rior aim, was constantly weakening all local eccle- 
siastical power, making Rome alone appear omni- 
potent. 

To be brief, matters may be thus summed up: 
The Roman Church and its institutions must 
needs submit to continual decadence. It was not 
■without reason that the Metropolitan Siestrence- 
wicz always opposed the right of patronage, the 
arbitrary action of the regular monks ; it was nOt 
without reason that he insisted on the necessity 
of reorganizing the seminaries, which alone would 
with time provide the Church vrith distinguished 
members. They remained deaf to these proposi- 
tions through a pretended deference to the Romish 
canons; they left the clergy to themselves, per- 
mitting them to establish and maintain themselves 
in this manner, according to their uses and customs ; 
we have seen the sad consequences of this system. 
Every impartial judge, in examining them, knew 
that they were such as we have seen them in 
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Western Russia ; it will be found, we are sure of 
it, and that without the slightest exaggeration, 
that in the organization of the Latin Church there 
is no good except what is involved in some de- 
parture from the letter of the Roman Canons. As 
a proof of this, compare the diocesan seminaries, 
instituted after the Roman model, with the chief 
seminary of Wilna, which it was constantly asserted 
was founded on anti-canonical principles. What 
then is it we observe? In the first, profound 
ignorance, in the second, an advanced civilisation. 
One can assert with fuU confidence that the same 
results would have been attained in extending the 
higher authority of the bishops, in limiting the 
right of patronage, in bringing into subjection the 
Monastic Orders to the immediate supervision of 
the Ordinaries. A concentrated and vigorous force 
could alone have sufficient power to eradicate the 
inveterate abuses which had taken root in the 
Latin Church in Russia ; there was much to alter 
in its administration, and much to reorganize, in 
order to preserve the purity of the faith, in order 
to render the clergy worthy of their holy mission, 
and veritably useful not only to their Order, but 
stiU more to the State and to the people. 

A contemporary — a zealous defender of the Latin 
Church, and the sworn enemy of Siestrencewicz — 
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a fanatical partisan of the Koman customs, and a 
furious antagonist of all governmental control in 
ecclesiastical administration — has drawn for us 
the following picture of the state of the Latin 
clergy at the time which now engages our atten- 
tion, namely, that of the reign of the Emperor 
Alexander. 

" The monastic hodies, left to their own admi- 
nistration, have achieved a wonderful emancipation 
from the honds which the statutes of their Orders 
laid upon them. In fact, the ahsence of all dis- 
cipline, — the forsaking the life at a common board, 
— the infractions of their vow of poverty, seclusion, 
and of obedience, — the daily contact with immoral 
laymen, — an inveterate use of strong drinks, to 
such an excess that drunkenness had become a 
vice common to the regulars, — carelessness in the 
celebration of the Church services; — a continual 
idleness and an immoderate thirst for pleasures, 
so little in conformity with the calm and tranquil 
spirit which one expects to find within the walls of 
a convent, — contempt for the rules and the dress 
of the Order,: — complaints, quarrels, and con- 
tinual dissensions among the monks; — such are, 
one may aver, the characteristic features of the 
monastic life. Even for the future it is difficult 
to hope that an efficacious remedy can be found 
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for the deep-seated evil, which, hiding itself as 
it does in the very monasteries themselves, can 
only be completely destroyed if plucked up by the 
roots. 

" The secular clergy, though they have not fallen 
to such a terrible depth of deterioration, are in 
their turn not exempt from fatal vices. With the 
exception of some dioceses, where the canonical 
laws and order are scrupulously observed, and 
where the conduct of the priests is subject to 
inspection, we are obliged, unfortunately, to avow 
with grief, that aU the clergy are, so to say, 
penetrated with a covetous thirst for benefices, 
cures, dignities, and ecclesiastical degrees, and 
that they aim at obtaining them, not by pure am- 
bition and proved worthiness, but by all imagin- 
able means. This tendency has developed to 
such a point, that often quite a juvenile priest, 
fresh from his ordination, claims forthwith as 
high a salary as the priors who have honourably 
served out their term of office ; and this though 
he has none of the qualities which, if we follow 
the canonical laws, would warrant his being al- 
lowed the least preference over his elders. That 
eager canvassing for vacant livings to the patrons, 
in whose gift they are, results in simony, although 
one might well veil the fact under the dignified title 
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of " Jura Cancellariae," by way of indemnity to 
excuse the affixing of the family seal and the sub- 
scription of the individual's signature. We would 
not confidently affirm that the same scandals went 
on in the Episcopal Chanceries ; but we do know 
that even there *it is not always talent and merit 
that carry most weight at the time of the nomi- 
nation to livings. After having been appointed to 
some kind of benefice, the young priest's first care 
is the paying the debts incurred in the purchase of 
his cure ; after that he must needs enrich his rela- 
tions, by whom he is generally surrounded; and 
lastly, he applies the revenues of the parish to his 
own personal use, for entertainments and for some 
articles of luxury; so he has very little care left 
for the Church, the sacristy, and the parish. While 
resigning himself to amusements of every Idnd, to 
^ gambling, to worldly pleasures, so little in accord- 
ance with his vocation, a priest necessarily neglects 
the Church services, the guidance and the well- 
being of his parish. Instead of employing himself 
in his cure, with the assistance, if required, of one 
or several priests, he commonly attaches to himself 
for this purpose some monk expelled from his Order, 
or a Greek pervert, and it is in such hands that 
he leaves the duties of his office, while he travels 
or amuses himself. And not unfi-equently one 
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meets witli priests -who, in addition to dissolute 
manners, are covetous without limit, and who sur- 
render themselves to such robbery and exaction, 
that they become positively insupportable alike 
to their parishioners and to all virho have any 
dealings with them ; and all the while, looking at 
this conduct from the other side, they neglect 
their charge, the well-being of their Church and 
its- sacred services. Still more contemptible than 
even these are those priests who by their drunk- 
enness and immoralities have made themselves 
a scandal in the eyes of the people. One might 
have hoped that for the future this unhappy state 
of things might have been remedied, but it is 
questionable whether this hope can ever be per- 
fectly realized, if for no other reason at least for 
this, that the young men have to support them- 
selves at the seminaries at their own expense, and j 
thus that neither those who are quite independent 
or those who are quite without resources are likely 
to seek admission into them ; inasmuch as neither 
intellectual qualities nor moral excellencies, but the 
paying for the vestments, constitutes the first con- 
dition of entrance into these institutions. As to 
what regards the higher clergy, and particularly 
the class that is opulent and privileged — as for 
example, the Chapter of Wilna, and some pro- 
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prietors of benefices in other dioceses — one cannot 
conceal the fact, that above every other need is the 
need of a prompt reorganisation to enable them to 
meet the conditions with the view to which they 
were originally constituted. One must trust that 
the Government will take effective measures for 
reform, limiting their funded property, and re- 
stricting them within the limits of strict neces- 
sity, confiscating some of those immense revenues 
which the clergy abuse, to the manifest dishonour 
of the Church, and to the scandal of its faithful 
members." 

One would be necessarily led to believe that the 
Latin clergy, finding themselves in a position of this 
kind, would have directed all their attention to these 
internal shortcomings which disfigured the Church, 
and that they would set themselves earnestly to 
repair and redress them, to preserve their influence 
on those who held the Roman faith. The very 
opposite was the case ; they gave scarcely a thought 
to this, but faithful to their programme, it fol- 
lowed only one aim, that of outward extension, 
looking only to the quantity, and holding the quality 
of their flock very cheaply. Certainly, it is not by 
example, for their life and conduct were as little 
edifying, as theii' Christian acts were numerous, that 
these priests could hope to draw proselytes to the 
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Latin Creed ; they also employed all kind of seduc- 
tions, which required no labour, no particular 
Christian enterprise and no privation ; — confession, 
preaching, their intercourse with the people, etc., 
alone served to extend their propagandist influ- 
ence. The means most resorted to with this aim 
were : — 

1st. Superfluous erection of Churches. This 
method of proselytizing was employed by prefer- 
ence, in the places where the Eoman Catholics found 
mixed populations who belonged to other Chris- 
tian sects ; for instance, many places of Western 
Russia inhabited by the Euthenians of the Greek 
faith, and in the central and Eastern provinces 
some colonies, where the Catholics found them- 
selves among Lutheran neighbours. Generally, 
the presence of some Roman Catholics in a place 
was the pretext for establishing a church, but 
in reality these were very few in number, so that 
they could quite well do without a new chiurch, 
inasmuch as there were in the neighbourhood other 
Latin churches, where they might have gone on 
worshipping as they had done hitherto. But as 
soon as an imposing church appeared, proselytes 
ran thither from midst of a people ignorant, 
and speedily influenced by external pomp. 

2ndly. False Insinuations (fraudulent conver- 
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sions). These were generally made use of towards 
minors, who were not sensible of the responsi- 
bility of their actions, and towards ignorant and 
superstitious persons. For examples: a woman, 
a member of one of the Evangelical communions, 
having shown some symptoms of insanity, was 
subjected by a Latin priest to various myste- 
rious ceremonies, with the object of exorcising 
the evil spirit, by whom he pretended that she 
was possessed, assuring her that the only hope 
of safety for her was in embracing the Ro- 
mish religion. Another priest persuaded two 
persons afflicted with epilepsy that they would be 
immediately cured if they would only enter the pale 
of the Church. The Roman ecclesiastics often 
distributed to the Lutheran colonists holy water 
for the cure of maladies. Moreover, they frequently 
persuaded the parents and guardians of other 
Christian communions to bring them their chil- 
I dren to baptize according to the Roman rite, 
though it required many attempts before they 
could succeed. 

3rdly. False Miracles. In the year 1817, a 
report was spread that, in the village of Pliskovo, 
in the district of Lipowec (Government of Kieff), 
an image of the Blessed Vii-gin had appeared 
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near to a well, and that it had performed some 
miracles. The proprietor of the village, Mon- 
sieur Jakouboffsky, had built near this well a chapel 
where Catholic priests used to come to say Mass ; 
an immense number resorted thither, especially on 
festivals, when there were sometimes nearly a thou- 
sand people. The matter at last attracted general 
attention ; but when some one went there to seek 
special information, he could discover no authentic 
miracle whatever. In 1821, it was announced in 
the district of Proskouroff (the Govrnment of Po- 
doHa) that a miraculous image of the Saviour and 
Blessed Virgin had been found at the market town 
of Solomnoy, Kouba Oleinik, in the house of a 
peasant. It was pronounced miraculous on the as- 
sertion of the peasant alone: the image having been 
black with old age for twenty years, had suddenly 
become quite fresh. The cure of the Church at 
Tornaroud, Tomascheffsky had two lamps fastened 
to the image, surrounded it with wax tapers, and 
spread a report that a miracle had just been per- 
formed. The people hastened thither en masse, 
and brought presents of money in honour of the 
image. On May 26th the priest ordered a proces- 
sion to conduct the image into the Church of Tor- 
naroud, when more than two thousand people 
assembled, and Tomascheffsky, after having en- 
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joined his vicar to carry the image into the church, 
declared that it was invisibly transported there. 
The people immediately rushed to the spot, 
and, true enough, there they found the image. 
Great was the excitement; the news of the 
miracle quickly spread around among the popu- 
lation of the Greek faith, who from that time 
forward began to be seen but seldom in their 
own church, but were found visiting that of Tor- 
naroud, in order to worship the holy image of 
Tomascheflfsky. The people brought gifts, and 
asked themselves, " Why there were not the like 
miracles wrought in the Greek Church?" In 
1824 the Dominicans of Toultchin related how that 
on the 5th of December, at midnight, they had 
perceived a vision, under the form of a priest ofiB- 
ciating before an altar ; that this altar was bril- 
liantly lighted, and that even the bells had been 
heard to ring. 

4th. Education. In the schools of the district, 
' under the direction of the Latin clergy, the children 
of members of the Greek Church were equally 
admitted. The Latin priests taught them the 
dogmas of the Eomish Church, obliged them to be 
present at their services, and even made them take 
a part in them, by wearing black dresses at the 
funeral Masses celebrated in memory of the deceased 
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Pope. After having in this way prepared them 
■without the knowledge of their parents, they ended 
by quite converting them to the Latin faith. Such 
was their constant plan. One could discover 
special grievances in individual cases, besides those 
indicated in this summary of formal complaints. 
Generally they refused to give any teacher of reli- 
gion at all to the children of the Greek Church, 
but when they were compelled to provide one 
they rendered his position impracticable. WhUe 
proselytising their pupils who belonged to other 
Christian professions, the Catholic clergy never 
suffered that the children of the Latin faith should 
have any teachers of another creed. Let us record 
A fact which happened in the year 1818 at Seuck. 
The district school of this town belonged to 
the Evangelical Synod; and for these pupils, who 
were of the Romish faith, a Latin priest was ap- 
pointed belonging to a Catholic Church of the place, 
of which the famous Sczantyr was the prior. But 
the bigoted dean had a deep hatred for an estab- 
lishment under the direction of the Calvinists, and 
he inspired the teacher of the Eoman religion with 
this self-same spirit of hatred. This man at the 
public examination, in the presence of Sczantyr, in 
explaining the dogmas of the Christian religion 
to his pupils (of whom, remember, the greatest 
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number were Calvinistic), showed that all beliefs, 
with the exception of the Koman, were under the 
anathema of the Pope, and that Calvinists, as 
unsound members, had been cut off from the body 
of the faithful; shortly after Sczantyr, from his pre- 
sident's chaii^ expounded with the vehemence of an 
enthusiast, the weight of the sin which the parents 
were committing in entrusting the education of 
their children to heretics. 

5th. Mixed Marriages. — With regard to mar- 
riages, the Latin clergy specially tried to draw the 
man or the woman who was not of the Romish 
faith to embrace that creed, and to brirg over to 
it children previously baptized according to the 
rite of another Confession. On the other hand, 
they opposed that in mixed marriages the party 
who was a Catholic should change his religion, 
which the very natural desire of giving the chil- 
dren a uniform education not unfrequently sug- 
gested. Proselytism in the bosom of families 
caused dissensions to arise, and provoked com- 
plaints which were obliged to be referred to the 
government. 

6th. Indulgences. — The doctrine of Indulgences 
is one of the most obscure and intricate docti'ines 
of the Romish Church. Founded on a false prin-, 
ciple, it is illogical in its consequences, and this 
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is -why Latin theologians envelope it in a laby- 
rinth of subtleties, through which no judgment 
however keen, if left to its natural instincts, could 
possibly find a way. On many essential points of 
.his doctrine, the Eoman canonists are not at all 
agreed, and at Eome there is a special standing 
committee which is engaged in the solution of aU 
the controvertible questions which rise out of this 
subject. For this reason we shall not consider it 
superfluous to say a few words here on the signi- 
ficance and scope of Indulgences, as far, that is, as 
we have been able to grasp the idea of them in the 
writings of the Ebmish authors. 

Indulgence does not mean the remission of the 
sin, that one cannot obtain otherwise than by the 
sacrament of penance, but it is the remission of 
the temporal penalty, due to the sins already re- 
mitted as far as regards the " CuVpa" which lies 
outside the range of the sacrament. This remis- 
sion extends also to the pains of purgatory. This 
I right of the Eomish Church to profit by and to en- 
joy the prerogative of Indulgences, theologians base 
I on the possession of a spiritual treasury containing 
a storeof supererogatory satisfactions for mortal sins, 
and on the ground that it can dispose of these 
satisfactions at its own convenience. This spiritual 
treasury has been thus formed: Jesus Christ 
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suffered without sin. All His sufferings, therefore, 
have been h'eld in reserve for the salvation of the 
human race, and are stored in this treasury, which 
is entrusted to the administration of the Pope. 
But as Jesus Christ with one drop of hlood would 
have been able to redeem not one world but a 
thousand worlds, it is evident that the ground of 
the superabundant satisfactions preserved by God 
in the aforesaid Eoman treasury for the remission 
of the sins of humanity, is inexhaustible, and that 
nothing exists to limit the available amount of these 
Indulgences. Moreover, this same treasury in- 
cludes the superabundant satisfactions made by the 
Blessed Virgin and all the saints. Holy men have 
suffered innocently, and by that have increased 
the spiritual treasure of the Pope, since through 
their lives they have done more good works than 
they were obliged to do. All this together forms 
the substance of the superabundant treasury of 
spiritual riches which the Court of Rome, vrith an 
unwearying zeal, has now for some centuries past 
been drawing upon, and issuing these Indulgences 
for the remission of temporal penances, which 
men have been by their own sins continually 
meriting. 

The power of granting these Indulgences be- 
longs : 1st, to the Pope ; 2ndly, to a General 
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Council, at which the Pope presides either per- 
sonally, or is else represented by a Commission ; 
Srdly, to the Bishops in their dioceses, but they 
can ordinarily only grant this for forty days, and 
at the most on the occasion, for instance, of the 
consecration of a church, for no longer than one 
year ; 4thly, to the Cardinals, to whom it is only 
permitted to grant one hundred days, in the 
churches of which they are the incumbents, when 
they are assisting in the services at the chief 
estivals ; 5thly, to the Patriarchs, to the Pri- 
mates, and to the Archbishops, who can grant 
eighty days; 6thly, to the Legates a latere, to 
the Nuncios, and to the ordinary Legates, who 
can grant an Indulgence of seven years and seven 
continuous periods of forty days, which Indulgence 
must be attached to some particular church, and 
likewise one of one hundred days, or even more, — 
only less than a year for any special work of piety. 
For the living and for the dead alike there are 
Indulgences that are plenary and those that are 
partial. Plenary Indulgences remit all the temporal 
pains due to sins on earth and in purgatory; 
partial Indulgences remit only a part ; for example, 
forty days, one hundred days, seven years, ten 
years of the penance which the sinner would have 
to undergo according to the canons. Latin theo- 
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logians explain the difference between Indul- 
gences applicable to the living and those ap- 
plicable to the dead in this sense, that the Romish 
Church remits to the living the temporal punish- 
ment due to thftir sins, since the living are subject 
to its own authority and to its spiritual jurisdic- 
tion ; but to the dead, who are no longer subject 
to its authority, it only offers to God from its 
treasury the portion needful out of the super- 
abundant satisfaction of Jesus Christ and of the 
saints, and prays God to look with an eye of pity 
on these satisfactions, and to remit to the dead for 
whom they are presented those temporal punish- 
ments due to their sins in the fires of purgatory. 
This interpretation of the Indulgences granted the 
dead has been given by courtesy, as it were, and 
with the view of keeping up appearances, but in 
reality, the Romish Church itself remits the 
pains of purgatory, as many authentic Indulgences 
clearly prove. Lastly, besides these above-men- 
tioned, there are certain privileged altars, so that 
the Masses celebrated on them obtain for the 
living and for the dead plenary Indulgence. 

The incoherence and inconsistency of the Roman 
doctrine about Indulgences, without mentioning 
its essential or moral character, is made clearly 
apparent in the impossibility of co-ordinating that 
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remission of the punishments of sin, which the In- 
dulgences procure, with the amount of " culpa" or 
fault which the sin merits. In point of fact, how 
can the Indulgence he accorded for so many days or 
so many years ? Who can determine the duration 
of the punishment due to each human sin; so 
what can this remission of temporal penances 
determined by certain days and years possibly 
mean ? If any more proof were needed, it would 
be enough to transcribe some few sentences from 
an authority in this matter. Mgr. Bouvier, Arch- 
bishop of Mans : " Plenary Indulgence," says he, 
"if it were gained and applied in its fullest sense, 
would obliterate all the pain due to the sins which 
one has committed up to the very moment when it 
was applied. So that if one died immediately after 
having gained it, one would go right to heaven. 
But it is impossible to know when a plenary Indul- 
gence is gained, plenary, that is up to this degree 
of perfection. It is more difficult still to know 
exactly the value of a partial Indulgence, for that 
depends on the nature of the debts which a person 
has contracted to the divine justice, on the moral 
qualities of the individual, on the degree of piety 
and of fervour that he exercised in the fulfilment 
of works prescribed. Now all this being infinitely 
variable, we can have no fixed point or certainty 
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from first to last. It is moreover certain that iu 
granting a fixed number of days, or of weeks, or of 
years of Indulgence, the Pope does not so far pre- 
sume as to abridge numerically the pains of purga- 
tory. His intention is to remit that portion of the 
pain due to the' sin which the canonical penance, 
faithfully undergone, would during the time have 
earned for the sinner. What is the amount of this 
pain ? We do not know. Do forty days of Indul- 
gence, fairly gained, remit only forty hours of suffer- 
ing in the other life ? We are ignorant about this, 
and in vain shall we seek to ascertain it. The 
judgments of God are an impenetrable abyss ; we 
must adore and fear them without idly striving after 
a comprehension of them. We know only that 
indulgence is a means to render that judgment 
favourable to us, or at any rate to diminish its 
severity ; that is sufficient reason to induce us to 
have recourse to them. Perhaps full Indulgences, 
repeated and multiplied, will not deliver us entirely 
from the pain due to our sins; never mind ; stiU 
if we are prudent, we shall endeavour to obtain 
them as often and as perfectly as we can." What 
then after aU are Indulgences ? Are they not that 
essence of a subtle scholasticism elaborately com- 
pounded so as the better to intoxicate the super- 
stitious, and advance bigotry and hypocrisy ? 
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However this may be, we will beg our readers 
to give us their attention to the end, while we 
analyse the other chief points of the doctrine of 
Indulgences. 

The works and religious practices for which Indul- 
gences are granted are very numerous. Thus there 
are Indulgences : Istly. for the last moments of 
life ; 2ndly. for forty hours as mentioned above ; 
3rdly. for the Eoad of the Cross; 4thly. for the 
Agony of our Lord, etc. The Indulgences of the 
forty hours during which the Body of our Lord re- 
mained in the tomb are appointed for the cancelling 
of the sins committed during the time which imme- 
diately precedes the holy forty days. The Indul- 
gences of the Road of the Cross are granted to 
those who take part in the representation of that 
act of the life of Jesus Christ on earth. This re- 
presentation is the privilege of the Franciscan Order, 
who make a practice of establishing fourteen stations 
for this purpose. Any one desiring an Indulgence 
can go from one station to another and make his 
petition before each. The Indulgence for " the 
Agony of our Lord," is granted to those who, after 
having confessed and having communicated on Holy 
Thursday or in Easter week, meditate during three 
hours on the sufferings of our Lord. This devo- 
tional practice was introduced by the Jesuits. 
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Besides these, they grant Indulgences; Istly, 
for some prayers in honour of the sacred heart 
of Jesus Christ or of the Blessed Virgin ; 2ndly, 
for the recitation of different prayers, as " Veni 
Creator,'' " Angelus," " Salve Eegina," " Svh 
Tuum," " Stabat Mater," etc. ; Srdly, for the 
Invocation, solely of the names of Jesus and of 
Mary, one hundred days' indulgence are granted ; 
4thly, for some prayers in honour of certain saints, 
etc., etc. 

It is not the place to relate here all the religious 
practices, — they are numberless, — for which In- 
dulgences are granted. But one may just mention 
that there are some which are attached to parti- 
cular crowns, chaplets, rosaries, crosses, crucifixes, 
medallions, even to particular statuettes. And 
still, — what any more Indulgences ? Yes, for ex- 
ample, to him who recites, as a veritable peni- 
tent by the crown of oiu* Lord, thirty times the 
" Pater," five times the "Ave Maria," and once 
the Creed, is allotted an Indulgence of two hundi'ed 
years. 

The crowns and the chaplets are subdivided into 
different kinds, and to each kind is attached some 
particular indulgence. Thus there is : Istly. the 
crown of the seven wounds of our Lord ; he who 
desires to obtain the Indulgence attached to this 



22-1 EOMANISM IN EUSSIA. 

crown should address a prayer to each of the 
wounds, first to that of the left foot, then to that 
of the right, then to that of the left hand, then to 
that of the right, and, lastly, to the wound of the 
the side ; 2ndly. the crown of the Precious Blood 
of our Lord ; 3rdly. the crown of the sacred 
heart ; 4thly. the crown of the seven sorrows of 
the Blessed Virgin ; 5thly. the rosary ; 6thly. 
the crown on chaplets ; 7thly. chaplets of St. 
Bridget. 

We have still to notice certain Indulgences 
of a local character, that is, attached to indivi- 
dual Monastic Orders or even to certain parish 
churches. 

We have felt hound to enter into aU the fore- 
going details, for the sake of presenting in a man- 
ner at once plain and palpable the general tenor 
of the whole of the Roman doctrine of Indulgences, 
and the means employed for spreading this doc- 
trine among the masses of the people, ignorant 
and superstitious as they are. But we have not 
yet noticed the special significance which belongs 
to Indulgences in relation to the Papacy itself. 
The Court of Rome employs them (as it does its 
religious institutions, one and all with very slight 
exception,) for the extension of its dominion and 
the increase of that intolerance and persecution 
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which, time out of mind, it has brought to bear 
upon all illdepe^dent Christian communities what- 
soever. Let us, in preference to other authors, 
quote here the words of one whom we have 
already cited, Monseigneur Bouvier, an authority 
on this subject : "To prostrate oneself before 
the Sovereign Pontiff when he gives his benedic- 
tion, or before a Bishop authorised to convey 
the Papal benediction, is certainly not in itself 
a very troublesome thing. But it is one well 
calculated to inspire respect for the Apostolic 
See and for the Vicar of Jesus Christ. Hence 
this being so momentous in the eyes of 'the 
faith,' the external act of veneration becomes the 
recognised means to the attainment of it. One 
cannot therefore be surprised that for this act, so 
simple in itself, the highest classes of indul- 
gences are accorded." The ends for which the 
Church has permitted Indulgences to be granted 
are : the conversion of Infidels, the extirpation 
of heretics, and the exaltation of the Roman 
Church ; so that, in order to receive an Indul- 
gence, one must offer prayers for the extirpation of 
other confessions and the increase of the Latin 
Church. For example, similar prayers are for- 
mally prescribed to persons who desire to have 
the benefit of those Indulgences which are attached 
VOL. n. Q 
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to the crowns of our Lord, or to the chapleta and 
rosaries, as well as to aU monks. These last on 
the fete day of their Order, after having confessed 
and communicated, should offer fervent prayers 
for the extirpation of heresy and schism, and for 
the exaltation of the Roman Church. 

After having thus thoroughly explored the whole 
bearing of this doctrine of Indulgences, any one 
wiU easily understand why it is wont to rouse the 
indignation of men in general, and has done so 
since the twelfth century. It was these Indul- 
gences which the Vaudois, Wickliffe, and Luther 
rejected with equal earnestness, and it is they too 
which proved the main occasion of the Reforma- 
tion. We must not forget that up to the Council 
of Trent the Court of Rome traf&cked in Indul- 
gences in the most shameless manner, and that it 
is only the Reformation itself which has been able 
to effect any diminution of this traffic, and to give 
to it certain external forms, some less offensive. 
As a matter of fact the Court of Rome does not 
in the strictest sense of the word sell Indulgences, 
but she exacts money for them under the pre- 
text of compensation for the labours and journeys 
of her agents when they make their expeditions to 
grant Indulgences ; — for the expenses which these 
agents are liable to on these occasions ; — for the 
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costs of forwarding Indulgences, which amounts 
gradually become more considerable, in spite of the 
diminution of the post, taxes, etc., which takes 
place day by day. 

Landed proprietors in Poland availed themselves 
of such Indulgences in order to attract the people 
to their domains ; where, when the indulgence fetes 
take place, bazaars and fairs are held. 

Some of the inhabitants in the neighbourhood, 
though of the Greek faith, were misled by the 
attraction of these so-called prerogatives, of which 
the Church of Eome monopolising the posses- 
sion was so lavish, and in their ignorance regarded 
these privileges as if they deserved recognition and 
respect. 

7th. Brotherhoods. The original aim of the 
Spiritual Brotherhoods was purely Christian. 
Their members formed among themselves spiri- 
tual associations, professing as the ends and ob- 
jects of their organisation : — the praise of God's 
name, — the maintenance of Churches, — the dis- 
tribution of alms, — the burying of the dead, — 
the recital of prayers for the dead, — the recon- 
ciliation of people at variance with each other. 
The Brotherhoods fasted, confessed, and commu- 
nicated oftener than the laity, and every day 
throughout their life, they addressed prayers 

q2 
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to the saint under whose name the Brotherhood 
existed. But, later, this was kept up rather for 
appearance' sake, than anything else, and the 
Brotherhoods were really occupied in active pro- 
selytism. This is why the Council of Trent, and 
the Bulls of Clement VIII. ahout the year 1604-, 
encouraged the Bishops to institute Brotherhoods. 
They increased to such an extent, that at Eome 
alone one could count as many as one hundred 
Arch-brotherhoods, with which were afi&liated many 
local ones. 

Almost all the Brotherhoods were distributed 
among the different Monastic Orders ; but only the 
chief of the Dominicans could institute Brotherhoods 
of the Eosary ; to the General of the Carmelites 
belonged the power of establishing Brotherhoods 
of the Scapula. They were richly endowed with 
the power of granting Indulgences in connection 
with the most common acts of devotion, such 
as, for instance, the recitation of certain prayers ; 
the visiting some specially designated church, — 
one you may be quite sure belonging to the 
Monastic Order to which the Brotherhood was 
attached, — the taking a prominent part in religious 
processions, a usage which the Roman Church 
carries to the extent of an abuse, or merely the 
carrying a certain visible badge, as for example a 



REIGN OP THE EMPEROK ALEXANDER. 229 

scapula. Let us mention some specimens of this 
class of Indulgences. The members of the Brother- 
hoods of the Holy Sacrament gain ten years' 
Indulgence if on every Friday in the year they 
visit the Church of St. Mary, on the Minerva, 
at Eome. TTo the members of the Brotherhood 
of the Rosary, plenary Indulgence is granted, if, 
virhen dying, they hold in their hand a vrax taper 
consecrated by the Director of the Brotherhood, 
that is to say a Dominican. Every member of 
the Brotherhood of the Scapula who dies with 
his scapula on, wiU be preserved from hell, and, 
when he dies enters purgatory ; the Blessed Virgin 
descending there on the first Saturday after his death 
to deliver him. To the Roman theologians there 
exists no doubt at all as to the truth of this be- 
lief, for Pope John XXII. bore witness that the 
Blessed Virgin appeared to him and announced 
this privilege. A doctrine such as this speaks, it 
seems to us, sufficiently for itself, and requires no 
comment. 

To increase as much as possible the personnelle 
of the Brotherhoods, the confessors are allowed 
the power of substituting for these services others 
still simpler, that is to say, services altogether 
insignificant. That which was necessary for 
Rome and her agents was, to enslave as many 
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of bigots and ignorant or superstitious worstip- 
pers living under Papal rule as possible. Let 
us see further with what class of Indulgence Mgr. 
Bouvier opens the gate of salvation ; it is thus 
that he expresses himself. " After having spoken 
in detail of the advantages which one finds in 
Brotherhoods or societies, it would perhaps be 
as well to say how advantageous it is to be- 
long to them. A great many people fear to en- 
list themselves as members, looking upon the 
saying of the customary prayers as onerous and 
irksome. St. Francis de Sales begged to be 
admitted into all the Brotherhoods or societies 
which he found regularly established; giving as 
his reason that one could always gain by it and 
never lose. The fact is, that in order to have the 
right to the Indulgences, and to a share in the 
good works of the Brotherhood, there is in general 
no other condition enforced ihan that of being, 
received, and accoimting oneself a member of 
the Society or Brotherhood. From the moment 
of admission, all the good one does, whether it 
be obligatory or not, is united with the good 
works of all the associates, and acquires, in con- 
sequence, an extra value. Those practices in 
regard to which Indulgences are conceded, are 
only recommended for the general and indivi- 
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dual good, with the promise of special Indul- 
gences attached to them. It is thus that for 
the Brotherhood of the Scapula it sufficed to wear 
with humility a small vestment symholical of sub- 
mission to the Blessed Virgin. Indulgences gained 
by reciting Litanies or other prayers are added 
to the ones attained by those who cheerfully 
wear the habit. Moreover the practices, required 
even by the Sovereign Pontiff, are not compul- 
sory. When omitted, one failed in obtaining an 
Indulgence, but did not commit any sin, provided 
the omission was not from contempt. It follows, 
then, that it is no use to trouble oneself for having 
forgotten certain customary practices in order to 
gain Indulgences. Why such importance to these 
practices, that in order to fulfil one of them, cer- 
tain necessary things be left undone to load one- 
self with an oppressive burden distasteful to piety. 
The main point was, after all, that these frater- 
nities should be one of the most powerful arms 
of the Papacy and of the Propagand, based upon 
intolerance. And thus we see how it was that 
they were obliged to recite certain prayers for the 
extirpation of other Christian confessions ; such 
as, for example, the Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith at Lyons, instituted expressly for 
that end ; and the Society of the Distribution of 
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Good Books, established in 1825, at Bordeaux, 
■whicli compelled its members to denounce to the 
Ordinary every bad book (a book not written in the 
proper Roman spirit) ; for which denunciation a 
forty days' Indulgence was promised. 

In the west of Russia almost all the Monastic 
Orders had Brotherhoods attached to them under 
different denominations; at the buUding of each 
new church some Brotherhood was formed, so 
that towards the end of the reign of the Em- 
peror Alexander I. one might count as many as 
429 ; all collected money, and some possessed even 
funded property. The Jesuits have perhaps the 
most contributed to the increase of these societies ; 
and their fraternities remained indeed after the ex- 
pulsion of' the Jesuit Body from Russia, and were 
annexed to other Churches. But these fraternities, 
maintaining the most strict and yet secret ties 
with the Monastic Orders and the clergy in gene- 
ral, served as the agents of the Jesuits in society at 
large ; and, acting according to the direction which 
they received from them, dispersed throughout 
the whole country, mingling with all classes, and 
extending their iafluence with more facility, from 
the fact that their members wore no ecclesias- 
tical dress, and not being suspected of self- 
interest, could make their way everywhere even in 
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places which ecclesiastics generally found difficult 
of access. 

8th. Processions. This means of seduction is one 
most common in the Latin Church ; everywhere 
and at all times she has attracted followers hy 
her external pdinp, by the brilliancy of her cere- 
monies, and the splendour of her Episcopal offices ; 
for these ends, as well as on account of her fre- 
quent processions, many useless prelates and 
canons were supported ; and all this to dazzle the 
masses. 

Under this head the jubilees, which were divided 
into ordinary and extraordinary, best fulfilled their 
purpose. Ordinary Jubilees were instituted by the 
Eomish Church on the basis of the command 
in the Old Testament. " And ye shall hallow 
the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty through- 
out all the land unto all the inhabitants there- 
of : it shall be a jubilee unto you." (Leviticus 
XXV. 10.) Until 1470 Kome sometimes used 
to celebrate the fiftieth, and at other times the 
thirty-third year ; but at this date the Jubilee 
began to be celebrated every twenty-five years. 
The Jubilee Extraordinary was granted at the 
exaltation of a new Pontifi'. This fete consisted 
of : — the opening procession,- — the confession, — the 
communion, — and the stations, that is, the visit 
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to churches e;xpressly designated for that pur- 
pose. This last was an indispensable condition ; 
the Diocesan deciding on the four churches that 
anyone must necessarily, visit 'in one day, how- 
ever fatigued he ma;y be ; but rich people were 
readily permitted to go from one church to another 
in a carriage. During the Jubilee confessors pos- 
sessed the fullest spiritual power, — such a power 
as they do not ordinarily enjoy, at least to the 
same extent ; they could grant absolution for such 
sins and penances as are ordinarily reserved ex- 
clusively to the Pope alone ; for instance, abso- 
lution from excommunication, from suspensions, as 
well as from particular mortal sins, etc. ; also the 
power of commuting vows, with the exception how- 
ever of those of chastity and dedication to a reli- 
gious life. Thus it is that all those who took part 
in the Jubilee, and who fulfilled the conditions 
enjoined, obtained plenary Indulgence. It is thus 
easy to imagine with what enthusiasm the mass of 
the people, at the call of Rome, hastened to these 
ceremonies, and how the clergy turn them to the 
profit of their own views and the consolidation of 
their own influ6nce. In order to exalt these fetes 
still higher in the eyes of the people, and (as the 
Roman theologians express themselves,) in order 
to excite feelings of devotion towards St. Peter and 
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St. Paul (in other terms, with the view of advanc- 
ing the papal power), all independent Indul- 
gences, of which as we have seen there are so 
great a numher, were suspended during the time 
appointed for the Jubilee. That which was an- 
nounced in 1824, and which began under the 
reign of Alexander I., was prolonged in some 
dioceses of the west of Eussia until 1828. The 
Bull of the Pope on this subject proclaims an 
invitation to the faithful to make a journey to 
Rome in order to secure everlasting happiness, — 
(to quote the words of Jean Chrysostom, speaking 
of this city,) of gazing on the magnificence of 
its temples and monuments, the sacred objects 
there collected, the tomb and chains of the 
Apostles, the cradle of Jesus Christ, the instru- 
ments of His sufiferings, etc., in a word aU that 
could call forth emotion in the hearts of the 
devout. The Bull of 1824 was translated into the 
popular dialects ; some especial Masses were cele- 
brated in the provincial churches for a whole 
month, and in the district and village churches 
during two weeks. The cures preached and taught, 
moreover, that out of the Latin Church there was 
no salvation, and that all other confessions were 
damned. The people professing the Greek faith 
listened to this doctrine also, attracted by curio- 
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sity to see tlie solemn service, and were hence 
inclined towards Latinism, so that apostasies be- 
came so frequent and numerous that Roman eccle- 
siastics have justly designated the celebration of 
the Jubilee as their triumph. 

We have here enumerated only the usual means 
for conversion ; but properly speaking every act 
and custom was directed to the same end. Such 
is the spirit of the Romish Church. Were this 
conversion the effect of personal conviction, it 
might, in the same way as any other missionary 
effort, be justified, and by propagandists rank as re- 
spectably as any other profound conviction may 
claim to do, whether good or bad, regular or irre- 
gular, and would be held as an affair of conscience, 
honest and sincere. At times one ought or one 
must oppose such, but one cannot find grounds 
for reproach from the simple fact that another's 
opinion is not in accord with ours. But amongst 
the Latin clergy of the west of Russia prosely- 
tisni was not an affair of conscience but of money ; 
the priest basing his conversions on the same 
grounds as those on which he read prayers, 
namely, as a result of his position : and therefore 
the clergy, as a body, were more occupied in ex- 
ternal means than engaged in setting good exam- 
ples or living holy lives. 
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Money and opulence, while elevating the posi- 
tion of the clergy in society, did not at all tend 
to draw them towards that religion to which 
they professedly belonged ; and though it depraved 
their morals and enfeebled their faith, it allowed 
the number of jyiirishes to increase, but the true 
spirit of religioQ waxed feeble. 

The Latin clergy, besides the imposts which 
they habitually gathered from their parishes under 
the name of tithes and first fruits, possessed im- 
mense landed property on which more than a 
hundred thousand peasants were to be found, and 
those were very often members of the Greek 
faith, with considerable capital at their disposal. 
The administration of their property in serfs, 
and the management of their land, showed no 
evidence of a religious spirit animating them ; 
and a like system on the part of the nuns ap- 
peared if possible stranger still. It is thus that 
ecclesiastical property fell into so ruinous a 
state. Very often Ecclesiastics without think- 
ing of the future, ruined the peasants, increased 
their taxes, overburdened them with work to 
such an extent, that they sometimes had not a 
single day in the week left for themselves ; they 
persecuted them, and exacted services out of all 
reason, so that some of the peasants fled from 
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the land ; the poverty of the peasants ofc White 
Russia was so severe, that in time of dearth 
they were obliged to eat rotten wood. The 
clergy managed their own estates, or entrusted 
them to agents, often appointing their ovm rela- 
tions to these functions. Not being content with 
their incomes, they incurred debts, they expended 
the money of the Church, and maintained their 
relations at its expense. It hq,ppened also that 
the heads of the convents, being changed every 
three years, enriched themselves without trou- 
bling about the maintenance of the edifices, and 
having collected money for the celebration of holy 
rites, spent it upon their own personal necessities, 
so that the rites were not celebrated at aU. Some 
Bishops indeed arbitrarily disposed of the ecclesias- 
tical lands. The Government interfered neither 
with the administration or condition of the 
Church lands, nor the use of the revenues which 
were received from it ; but nevertheless saw itself 
compelled, in consequence of the reiterated com- 
plaints which reached it against ecclesiastical 
abuses, to forbid forthwith the sale and exchange 
of ecclesiastical lands, which in spite of the posi- 
tive conditions of these properties imposed by the 
will of the founders, was often done, and, in 1822 
forbade the raising the least loan on their lands 
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without express authority. The Department of 
Public "Worship defended in every way the ecclesi- 
astical proprietors in the lawsuits which private 
individuals brought against them, and the clergy 
gained several causes solely by the intercession of 
Prince Galitzen.* Thus, even in this respect, the 
higher Governmental powers adapted themselves 
very conveniently to the clergy. In leaving them 
at full liberty to dispose of ecclesiastical pro- 
perty, according to their own fancy, the Govern- 
ment seemed only placed there to defend them 
against all private claims, claims not always 
groundless. But this did not really profit the 
clergy ; in the peaceful ease beyond which nothing 
troubled them, they forgot only too soon their 
duties towards the Church and towards their 
sheep. 

The ecclesiastical funds were very rarely placed 
in banks, but were generally entrusted for an in- 
definite time, and at a much higher rate of interest 
than that of the bank, to some private persons, and 
to those who wanted mortgage, on their lands. The 
interest was paid very irregularly, and sometimes 
not at all ; often even the capital was lost, it might 
be entirely, or it might be in part. According to 
the tenor of the Lithuanian statute, which was 
then observed in the west of Russia, that pro- 
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perty guaranteed for the debts of insolvent debtors, 
was submitted to a partition at the hands of the 
creditors, and was called ex division. This ex 
division was often the cause of losses to the clergy, 
as private creditors frequently united in appro- 
priating to themselves some of the best parts of 
the divided property, and the guarantee of the 
ecclesiastical capital was then transferred to the 
remainder of the land ; this remainder not always 
corresponding to the sum borrowed. As much of 
the ecclesiastical capital was subjected to this ex 
division, the loss which resulted from it was consi- 
derable, and proves that ecclesiastics disposed of 
the floating capital of the Church as badly as they 
administered its funded property. 

Having at its disposal material means as im- 
portant still, the clergy did not cease to address to 
the government and to the Emperor himself 
requests for supplies and money for the building 
of new churches, and for the repairing of the old 
edifices, which did not possess any funds, for 
founding ecclesiastical establishments, maintaining 
priests, and supporting old men of the priestly 
class, etc. This resulted from the unequal re-di- 
vision of the property of the Church ; inasmuch as 
some churches and monasteries were immensely 
rich, others were extremely poor, and the clergy 
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never thought of sacrificing their resources for the 
general good of the Church. In all justice it must 
be granted that Siestrencewicz alone placed her 
interests far above any private interests of the 
egotists of the diocese, above the sordid calculations 
of the ecclesiastical proprietors ; and during his 
whole life he did not cease to preach the necessity 
of forming a common capital to meet ecclesiastical 
wants. 

In 1819 he considered that this capital should 
not exceed a certain sum ; that it could be easily 
raised upon the superfluous revenues of many 
churches and monasteries ; and that, moreover, 
the utiUty of such a measure had been for a long 
time justified by the example of a similar one 
in the established Church. On this occasion the 
idea of the Metropolitan was approved by the 
Emperor; the ecclesiastical college was deputed 
to present a plan for the execution of this pro- 
ject, and in 1822 the foundation of a subsidiary 
fund was laid. This capital was formed out of 
a minimum annual tax on the secular clergy 
alone (the regular clergy, who were the richest, 
having refused to bear their share), it was to 
be deposited intact at the Imperial Loan Bank, 
and the interest alone was to furnish the neces- 
sary relief. 

VOL. II. B 



242 EOMANISM IN RUSSIA. 

During the following reign, other accidental 
and casual revenues were added to this capital, 
and it was only then that, thanks to the solici- 
tude and care of the minister of public worship. 
Count Bloudoff, this capital was completely or- 
ganised ; it is by him also that the regulation 
according to which the grants out of this fund 
were to be made was dra,wn up. 

After having examined the state of the Latin 
clergy under the reign of the Emperor Alexander, 
the means at their disposal, their relations -with the 
diocesan authority and with the government, we 
must revert to the system established for them, 
and the objects of the relations with the Court 
of Kome on the subject of .ecclesiastical affairs, 
which relations we have only treated hitherto 
in their bearing upon the extension of Episcopal 
power. 

The fundamental law of the Empress Catherine, 
that no relations with foreign authorities should be 
allowed to take place without the cognisance of 
the government, was preserved in full force under 
the Emperor Alexander, and in cases of infraction 
it was solemnly enforced. But in reality this 
principle was continually violated ; the religious 
Orders secretly corresponded with their generals ; 
the Bishops were drawn into direct relations with 
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diiferent congregations in Rome ; some Polish lords 
travelling in Italy bought different Indulgences 
for the Churches situated on their lands. These 
cases of infraction multiplied, especially after the 
restoration of the Pope in 1814 ; very often the 
Court of Rome sent to ascertain some particulars 
of expenses, which did not come to the knowledge 
of the ministry (in whose department it was) till 
long after the inquiry had been in the hands of the 
clergy. This proceeded not from the ignorance of 
the Roman authorities, or from the difficulties of 
corresponding through the established agencies, 
but because the Court of Rome would not submit 
to this particular statute of the Government, es- 
tablished not in Russia only, but even in some 
Catholic countries, which had learned by experience 
that, without the control of the government, the 
papal power would exceed the limits which every 
well organised society assigns to the influence of 
the clergy on the affairs of its members. 

The political interests which connect Russia with 
the Court of Rome are but of secondary impor- 
tance. She has never sought and has no need of 
establishing any material rule in Italy, as is the 
case with Austria and with France ; for affairs 
with Italy do not engage Russian policy, nor have 
they for us that importance which they have for 

b2 
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Austria, which has subdued a great part of that 
country, or to France, which would be, as a matter 
of course, opposed to the further advance of that 
power in the Peninsula. Russia could only sup- 
port the political views of one or other of these 
two powers. 

The Russian Mission at Rome then has not 
so much to occupy itself with political affairs, 
as with the means of aiding and advancing the 
relations of the Roman Catholics of the Russian 
empire and of the kingdom of Poland with the 
head of their Church, where their spiritual wants 
could not be satisfied otherwise than by the Holy 
See itself. At the request of the bishops and other 
ecclesiastical authorities, the ministry of public 
worship would therefore pass on all applications to 
them to the Minister of Foreign Affaii's, who, in 
his turn, would charge the Russian Legation at 
Rome to obtain the required authority to be trans- 
mitted back again by the same method. But Rome 
continued to act as in the past, and this is why 
remonsti"ances were made to the Holy See on 
account of these irregularities, incompatible as 
they were with the rules adopted by the Russian 
Government ; the Cabinet of the Vatican promised 
to avoid henceforth any departure from the estab- 
lished order, but constantly failed to fulfil this 
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promise. In 1821, after the occurrence of a similar 
case, Cardinal Consalvi, having expressed to the 
Russian Minister his deep regret at what had just 
happened, gave him to understand that he found 
it almost impossible to prevent this irregularity in 
future ; and explained it by admitting that the 
Cardinal Secretary of State had not sufficient au- 
thority over the chiefs of the different congrega- 
tions, fanatical, self-interested, and covetous of 
power as they were. 

The Briefs sent from Rome often contained 
provisions which could not even be tolerated, still 
less practically fulfilled in Russia. Some of them 
were inserted merely from custom, on account of 
common usage, or from the most simple for- 
mality ; others, on the contrary, with premedita- 
tion, with the intent of attributing to Rome, and 
that by something more than a mere paper agree- 
ment, the right of interfering in the affairs of 
State. 

Thus, for example, in the Bulls of consecra- 
tion of the Bishops, it was often prescribed that 
they should send missionaries to draw infidels 
into the Romish Church, and to exterminate here- 
sies, to which end they were granted beforehand 
absolution from all sins ; by these letters the 
Bishops were permitted in opposition to the Council 
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of Trent to hold several benefices at once. If 
provisions of this kind were contained in the briefs 
themselves, a recommendation to the Bishop was 
sent on, suggesting that he should not avail himself 
of this power ; but if they were found in the epistles 
annexed to the Brief, these additions were kept 
back and deposited among the archives of the 
minister of public worship. In general all papal 
authorizations, inserted in the Briefs, were only 
permitted in so far as they were not contrary to the 
laws of the empire. Now, it was more than natural 
that the Eussian Government should not permit 
that its Christian subjects should be converted to 
the Latin Church by Koman missionaries, as if they 
were idolaters. The Emperor of Russia, as well as 
other sovereigns, could not recognise the inter- 
ference of the Pope in temporal affairs, such as the 
distribution of benefices in the empire. . In these 
last cases it was reserved to the Bishops themselves 
to solicit an increase in the provision made, or the 
preservation of a benefice ; their presentations were 
examined by the college, the ministry of public 
worship, and at length" by a committee of ministers, 
and if their titles were recognised as vaUd, the 
matter was submitted to the confirmation of the 
Emperor, " so that the Eoman Catholic clergy 
might know {as the Admiral Shishkoff one day ex- 
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pressed it) that the distribution of the revenues does 
not at all depend on a foreign power but entirely 
on the will of the monarch." 

The Court of Rome tried also to change the 
form of the oath of allegiance laid down by the 
Empress CathM-ine on the occasion of the eleva- 
tion of Mgr. Siestrencewicz to the dignity of Arch- 
bishop, as agreed upon by Pope Pius VI. In the 
Briefs received in 1814, relating to the nomina- 
tion of Mackiewicz as diocesan Bishop, and of the 
Prince Pouzyna and of Masclet as suffragans, an 
oath was inserted which obliged the persecution 
of those who were not within the pale of the 
Roman Church, and would not recognise the su- 
premacy of the Pope ; besides, they were bound 
not to dispose of the property of the Church other- 
wise than with the authority of the Holy See ; 
while the passage so essential, which concluded 
the formula of the oath prescribed by the Empress 
Catherine (that the obligation that one owes the 
Holy Father cannot supersede the duties of the 
subject) was simply omitted. It was added in the 
same Briefs : " If any Bishop proceed to consecrate 
to the o£6ces under-mentioned without the candi- 
dates having sworn according to the form actually 
established, and if the individuals consecrated con- 
sent to it, the Bishop who shall have consecrated 
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them, as well as those who shall allow them- 
selves to be so consecrated, are liable to excom- 
munication." 

It is evident that this clause was introduced 
with premeditation, with the view of changing the 
form of oath established by Catherine, which had 
always displeased the Court of Rome, weeded as it 
was of fanaticism and anathemas against other 
Christian professions. Let us remember that this 
change was projected by a Pope, who owed to the 
intervention of a Sovereign of the Greek Church 
that he could return to his capital, Eome, after 
being driven from it by a Roman Catholic Em- 
peror. The ministerial committee threw aside 
these Briefs, and caused them to be sent back to 
the Court of Eome, requiring that they should be 
modified. The Holy See consented to omit these 
passages, not less useless than injurious to the 
other Christian confessions ; and Cardinal Con- 
salvi made this excuse, that these errors arose 
from the inexperience of the employe who had 
written them, and that the archives which had to 
be consulted were stiU in Paris. 

It is especially after the accession of Leo XII. 
to the pontifical throne that the Holy See mani- 
fested a tendency eminently fanatical. In his Bull 
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of May 3rd, 1824, this Pope, while announcing 
to the Patriarchs, Primates, Archhishops, and 
Bishops, his election, declared that rehgious toler- 
ance is only the consequence of a false philosophy ; 
that all the disorders and all the unhappinesses of 
Christianity arff produced hy a lack of -respect for 
the authority of the Church, of that Church which 
recognises in the person of the Pope the true suc- 
cessor of the Apostle St. Peter. " On this throne 
of unity (it is said in the Bull) has God planted 
the doctrine of truth, and He will not be a father 
to him who will not recognise in this Church his 
Mother." This Bull, which excited the members 
of the Eoman Church against all other confessions, 
was not accepted in Russia. " We must be on the 
alert (Admiral Shishkoff wrote on this occasion) 
to see what the spiritual authority of the Pope is, 
and what, too, are the limits by which it must be 
circumscribed." 

In this manner the boundaries of the papal 
authority, drawn up by the Empress Catherine, 
remained unaltered under the Emperor Alexander, 
who also preserved the same dignity in his rela- 
tions with the Court of Rome. In this respect the 
difference between the two reigns consists in this, 
that Catherine did everything propria motu, — after 
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her own sovereign will, only leaving open to the 
Holy See the power, whensoever it judged it suit- 
able to employ it, of investing the resolutions of 
her cabinet with those peculiar forms which were 
in favour at the chanceries of the Papal Court. 
The Emperor Alexander, on the contrary, thinking 
thus to discharge the canonical prescriptions, be- 
lieved it necessary not to undertake anything with- 
out a previous authorisation from Eome. Prom 
the preceding, one is able to judge which of the two 
systems harmonises the best with the essence of 
true civil government, and which is really the most 
useful for the Church itself. 

For every Episcopal Bull one has to pay at 
Eome rather dearly. For example, a suffragan 
had to pay nearly five hundred roubles. For some 
little time after the return of Pope Pius VII. to 
Eome, the cabinet of the Vatican did not seek to 
increase its revenues by means of first fruits. It 
was entirely taken up in restoring the rights that 
had been infringed upon ; of establishing some 
general tmiform principles, especially reserving this 
for the future, and for circumstances more pro- 
pitious to its ulterior development. But under 
Pope Leo XII., when the number of Cardinals 
had augmented, and for the most part were sup- 
ported at the expense of the Holy See, the 
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ministry of the Pope, desiring to economise the 
local administration, endeavoured at the same time 
to establish a system of taxation in different 
countries ; reviving taxes which had been abolished 
by the Revolution ; the augmentation of the rate 
for the EpiscojJ&l Bulls, and contemplated even re- 
introducing " first fruits," very oppressive for the 
clergy, and at the same time issuing claims to a 
third of all the diocesan revenues of the Catholic 
world. 

At this period M. Italinsky, Russian Minister 
at Rome, thought it well to establish some 
normal conditions on the subject of the duties to 
be paid for the Episcopal Bulls, and concluded a 
bargain very advantageous, if one compares it with 
what some other powers had paid ; nominally, the 
Bulls were taxed as follows : that of an Archbishop 
thirteen hundred and forty roubles (a thousand 
Roman scudi) ; that of a Bishop one thousand and 
seventy-two roubles (eight hundred scudi) ; and 
that of a Suffragan Bishop, appointed in partibus, 
one hundi-ed and twenty roubles, sixty copecks 
(ninety scudi). Austria and Hanover paid almost 
double. 

The relations of the cabinet of St. Petersburg 
with the Court of Rome for ecclesiastical affau-s, 
were confined, generally speaking, to three objects, 
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for which o^e must have the consent of the Holy 
See.: First, for the consecration of the Bishops ; 
secondly, for the dispensing from monastic vows ; 
thirdly, for the perrnission of marriage within the 
prohibited degrees of con^nguinity. The two last 
points concerned only the private individuals, for 
whom the Russian Legation at Rome was only 
employed as mediator ; the obtaining the consent 
of the Holy See for the consecration of the Bishops 
formed, properly speaking, the chief affair of the 
State. 

This religious ceremony was only the confirma- 
tion by the Church of the will of the Russian 
Emperors, who, since the establishment of the 
Latin dioceses iij Russia, nominated the Bishops 
at their own good pleasure by ukases. During half 
a century there was only one single case where the 
Pope did not give his consent to the consecration of 
a Bishop : that was in 1816, on the occasion of the 
nomination of Canon Labounsky by the Emperor 
to the dignity of Suffragan of Zytomir. Under the 
reign of the Empress Catherine, before the entry of 
the Russian troops into Poland, 1794, Labounsky 
was chosen by Mgr. Siestrencewicz as chaplain to 
the army ; he took part at a later period in a Polish 
confederation, was then persecuted in the revolu- 
tion at Warsaw, lost all his fortune, and was 
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grievously wounded. At the solicitation of Sou- 
waroff, the Empress had him elected as canon of 
the Chapter of Wilna, and, from 1813 to 1816, 
he was assessor of the College. Thus his pre- 
ceding activity and his high position in the eccle- 
siastical hierarchy gave hiA some titles for the 
episcopacy ; hut his political adversaries hegan to 
intrigue against him at Eome ; to these later 
the Jesuits joined themselves, who objected to 
Labounsky that he enjoyed the favour of the 
Metropolitan, and that he had officiated in his 
private chapel. 

These intrigues acted so powerfully on the 
Pope, that he peremptorily refused to sanction 
the nomination ; he wrote himself a letter to the 
Emperor, in which he explained that he could 
not consent to it, as Labounsky, according to 
the opinion he pronounced, was a man "lost in 
reputation." Some negotiations followed, but in 
] 820 the Emperor ordered an end to be put to the 
discussion, and granted the dignity to Labounsky 
that he had at first conferred on him, and he 
retained this dignity to the day of his death in 
1831. 

Thus the power of the emperors of Eusaia did 
not bend before the arbitrary will of the Popes; 
there were in fact very few cases where the Court 
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of Eome had been able to make use of its powerful 
influence. In revenge, the Holy See did not cease 
to assert its importance by different formalities 
which preceded the consecration of the Bishops. 
At first, the most detailed information about the 
persons designated for this dignity was secretly 
collected, so that when consent was given to the 
consecration, the whole biography of the selected 
ecclesiastic was known ; after this, according to 
established customs, he had to go through what we 
call the canonical process by the hands of one of 
the Bishops. 

In the " canonical process " different questions 
were raised as to the kind of life and the ser- 
vices rendered to the Church by the newly-elected 
Bishop ; one or many who knew him personally 
answering these questions. All this ceremony 
is merely a formality which avails nothing, but 
the Court of Eome adhered to it, in order to 
Jet the ecclesiastic feel, impatient as he probably 
was, that the accomplishment of his desires de- 
pended upon the Holy See, and upon it alone. 
First of all one should obtain from Rome the per- 
mission to go through the canonical process ; then 
the prescription necessary to that effect ; then 
comes the process itself, which has been sent to 
Rome to be examined there, and at length the 
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authorising Brief arrives for the consecration. All 
this generally took some months, nay, sometimes 
even years ; and during all these delays the Church 
remained without a chief pastor, solely in order 
that the ambitious system of the Court of Rome 
might be literally carried out. 

If the Russian Government seldom had need of 
the co-operation of the Court of Rome, the Pope, 
on the contrary, often had recourse to the gener- 
ous protection of the Emperor Alexander in the 
political afifairs of his provinces. It was appa- 
rently with the intent of pleasing the Emperor 
that Pope Pius VII. sent, in 1814, a Brief, in 
which he recommended to the Roman Catholics of 
Russia the most entire submission to the Emperor. 
Forwarding this Brief to the Metropolitan, the 
Prince Galitzen thus wrote to him : " His Imperial 
Majesty desii-es that you do not communicate the 
contents of the Brief, which Pope Pius VII. has 
addressed to you, bearing date of July 29th, 1814, 
except exclusively to the XIatholic clergy, as the 
knowledge of its contents need not be conveyed 
to the other classes of society belonging to the 
Roman rite, inasmuch as His Majesty had no 
doubt that in Russia the clergy, as well as the 
other classes of the Catholic confession (pervaded, 
as all the subjects of the Emperor were, without 
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distinction of religion, with sentiments of gratitude 
for the care of the government, and guided by 
their oath of fidelity), had no need whatever to be 
encouraged in the fulfilment of their duties by the 
Pope of the Roman Church." 

Though the Russian Government did not permit 
the Court of Rome to interfere in the internal 
affairs of the Empire, yet not only did it not 
oppose itself to the legal procedures required by 
the necessities of ecclesiastical subordination such 
as must necessarily exist between the Catholics and 
the chief of their Church, but it even watched that 
these proceedings were not infringed upon. For 
instance, at the death of Pope Pius VII., in 1823, 
it was decreed that prayers should be said for the 
deceased Pontiff in all the Catholic Churches of 
the Empire ; the Metropolitan and the Bishops 
sent letters of congratulation to Pope Leo XII., 
newly elected. In 1822 the Emperor ordered 
Lindl to be expelled ; he was Superior of the 
Catholic Church at Odessa, had been invited from 
Bavaria, and had preached doctrine not in con- 
formity with the dogmas of the Catholic Church. 
In 1823, the Bavarian priest Langenmeyer was re- 
fused permission to enter Russia, although he had 
been ofi'ered the place of chaplain and of Professor 
of French Literature, for having propounded in 
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his letter some convictions incompatible with the 
character of a Priest. In 1824, the Catholic priest 
Gosner was banished St. Petersburg for having 
published a work contrary to the dogmas of the 
Eomish Church, under the title " L'Evangile 
selon Saint Maihiew." In this manner the Rus- 
sian Government tried to preserve the Catholic 
Church itself from the heresies intruding into 
it, but did not at the same time permit the Court 
of Rome to interfere with any arrangements. 

A formal remonstrance was made to the 
Russian minister at Rome, for having accepted 
from the Cabinet of the Vatican a confidential 
note, in which he was asked for the displacement 
of Lindl from his cure. Prince Galitzen wrote 
on this subject to Count Nesselrode : " Up to 
the present time the Court of Rome has never 
interfered in parochial afi'airs, having neither the 
means nor the possibility of directing them or of 
filling the vacant cures. An unchangeable law 
has always existed in Russia, that the Diocesan 
Bishops should only address themselves to his 
Holiness in those cases in which a power beyond 
their own was demanded, in which case they 
ought not to seek voluntarily a superfluous depend- 
ence ; this rule has been repeated and received by 
that will, which makes the supreme force of 
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law. After all these considerations, it seems 
to me that Privy Councillor Italinsky ought to 
have discarded the questions and suppositions of 
the Court of Rome, in an affair which immediately 
depended on the Diocesan Bishops, without putting 
the government in the embarrassing position of 
being obliged to refuse pretensions tending to 
increase the influence of the Holy See in the 
ecclesiastical affairs of the Empire ; infringing the 
order established, and to which the Court of Rome 
conformed up to this time." 

The Metropolitan had intended sending the 
Pope his account of the removal of Lindl, and 
had even prepared the paper. After having 
read it. Prince Galitzen explained to Monsieur 
Siestrencewicz the false interpretation that one 
might give to such a letter : " This letter," he 
writes, " may suggest the idea that the resolutions 
on the subject of Lindl were in consequence of 
the steps taken by Cardinal Somaglia. As I have 
informed your eminence that the intercession of 
the Cardinal has been quite useless, and that the 
Imperial order on the subject of the abovemen- 
tioned priest has proceeded in consequence of his 
petition, received even before the letter of the 
Cardinal Somaglia, I consider it my duty to ask 
you beforehand if it would not be more convenient 
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to change the tenor of your letter, bo as that it 
should not give material for a conclusion scarcely 
conformahle with the development of the affair and 
the nature of the decision." And this advice the 
Metropolitan followed. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE ABMENIAN AND THE GBEEK CHUECHES IN 
THEIR CONNECTION WITH THE ROMAN CHURCH 
IN THE REIGN OF THE EMPEROR ALEXANDER. 



The measures prescribed by the Empress Catherine con- 
cerning the United- Armenian Church not executed. — Creation 
of a United- Armenian Bishop. — Kristofowitch nominated 
Bishop in 1810-16. — Intentions of Rome in the creation of a 
special administration for the United-Armenian Church. — 
UselessnesB of an Armenian Diocese. — Canon Warterissowicz 
administrator of the -Diocese, from 1816-22. — Demand of 
Rome for the creation of a second United-Armenian Arch- 
bishopric in Georgia in 1814. — Latin Propaganda among 
the Armenians. — Antoine Pouradiane. — Prince Cioianoff de- 
mands the subordination of the missionaries of the Caucasus 
to the authority of a Roman Bishop, 1803. — General Yermo- 
loff renews this demand, 1823. — The Armenian Episcopacy 
spontaneously collapses. — Canon Moshoro. — The United- 
Greek Church. — Submission of this Church to the Latin 
Hierarchy. — Conversion of the United-Greeks to Catholicism. 
— The United-Greeks implore the protection of the Goyern- 
ment against the persecutions of the Roman Catholics, 1803. 
— Plaidoyer de Lissoffsky, United-Greek Archbishop, fatours 
them. — The delegates of the United-Greek Clergy admitted to 
a seat in the Roman Ecclesiastical College, 1804. — The admi- 
nistration of the United-Greek clergy devolves on a special 
department of the Ecclesiastical College, 1805. — Arch- 
bishop Lissoffsky president of the United-Greek department. 
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— He is raised to the dignity of Metropolitan, 1806-1809. — 
The Metropolitan Lissoffsky tries to restore the United-Greek 
Church to its primitive organisation. — New arrangement of 
boundaries of the United-Greek Dioceses. — Establishment of 
a new Metropolitan Diooese, 1809.— The Bishop Kohanowioz 
nominated Metropolitan, 1810-14. — He follows the system 
of his predecesBors. — Struggle with the Basilians. — State of 
the Order of the Basilians. — Antagonism betneen the Basi- 
lians and the secular United-Greek Clergy. — The Latin Clergy 
forbidden to convert the United-Greeks, 1807-10. — The Basi- 
lians no longer venture to receive the Boman Catholics into 
their Order, 1810. — After the death of Eohanowicz, the Metro- 
politan See remains vacant for three years, 1814-1817. — 
Bishop Boulhak nominated Metropolitan, 1817. — He pro- 
tects the Basilians. — The secular United-Greek Clergy present 
a complaint against the Basilians for persecution. — The Basi- 
lians succeed in isolating the Archbishop Krassofisky, who 
maintains the cause of the lower Clergy. — The trial, 1821-23. 
— The department of public worship recognises the injurious 
tendency of the Basilians, 1822. — Decline of the Order of the 
Basilians. — The comparative state of the United-Greek Clergy 
in Austria and in Bussia.'— Poverty of the lower Clergy, — 
Seminaries. — The trying position of the United-Greek Bishops. 
— The Union can scarcely maintain itself. 

It now remains for us to glance at the state of the 
two Churches united to the Latin Church : the 
United-Armenian and the United-Greek, during the 
reign of the Emperor Alexander. 

With the view of freeing the United-Armenians 
from submission to foreign authority, and in order 
to avoid the entry of ecclesiastical strangers into 
Kussia, the Empress Catherine ordered, as we 
have seen, that schools should be established 
to train the Armenian-United clergy; and until 
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these were opened, to send the clergy of this rite 
to the Academy of Lvoff ; not tolerating that the 
missionaries of Georgia should depend on the Pro- 
paganda, she subordinated them to the Diocesan, 
that is to say to the Archbishop of Mohileff, to 
whose authority in ecclesiastical matters she re- 
ferred all the United-Armenians. By these 
measures Russian subjects were, in their eccle- 
siastical relations, delivered from a foreign yoke, 
and the Armenian Church thus preserved its 
autonomy. 

Unhappily the ideas of the Empress were not 
put in execution, and later on the fundamental 
principles of her plan of organisation for that 
Church were entirely changed. The schools 
for the Armenian clergy were not founded ; no 
clergy were sent to the Academy of Lvoflf ; the 
missionaries refusing all obedience to the Ordinary, 
remained under the immediate direction of the 
Propaganda ; from 1806, the United-Armenians 
had no relation with the Metropolitan ; Kristo- 
fowicz (consecrated Bishop in 1810 at Lvoff,) was 
nominated United-Armenian Bishop ; his seat was 
fixed at MohUeff on the Dniester. 

We have seen that Eome had for a long time 
made advances to establish a special Diocesan 
organisation for the Armenians, subject to her, 
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in order that they might be merged in those 
Dioceses which were, strictly speaking, Roman 
Catholic, and this was only natural. Moreover, 
by this means she obtained a Diocese more in 
Russia, which was in perfect accordance with her 
system, for that See always opened a door where- 
by the Gregorian Armenians might be brought 
over to Catholicism ; and this rule of conduct 
was followed with regard to the United-Greeks. 
In fact, if the ecclesiatical authority over this 
branch of the Armenian Church had been vested 
in a Roman Catholic Bishop, the United Arme- 
nians would have merged little by little into a 
purely Catholic body, the end at which the Latin 
clergy, eager for proselytism, aimed. The Arme- 
nian Catholic Church would have ceased to exist, 
though the direct conversion of the Gregorian 
Armenians to Catholicism would have presented 
much greater difficulties than their transition to 
rites, which, derived from the ancient religious 
ceremonies, were familiar to them, total strangers 
as they were to the Roman Ritual. The Latin 
clergy would have certainly made a merit of this 
increase in their flock; and for the Armenians it 
would have been more reasonable to have sacrificed 
sgme apostates in their ranks, by putting an end 
to the Latin Propaganda organised systematically 
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among them. There was not therefore any absolute 
necessity to establish a united Armenian Diocese. 
The Ai-menian Archbishop of Lvoff could, as 
formerly, consecrate the Priests; the United- Ar- 
menian Churches were so few in number that there 
were scarcely enough to sanction the formation of 
a Bishopric. Taking into account the immense 
tract, from the frontier of Galioia, across the 
Governments of Podolia, Volhynia, from New 
Eussia to Astrakan, and the whole length of the 
Caucasus, there were only eighteen Churches ; in 
the west of Eussia where the Episcopal Seat was 
established, one could only reckon in all a thousand 
Armenians of the Latin rite ; in Georgia and at 
Kontais five hundred and sixty-five families. The 
imperfection of this new hierarchy was practically 
visible ; during the lapse of thirteen years, neither 
the foundation of any seminaries, nor the organi- 
sation of a consistory, was effected by Epis- 
copal influence. The United-Armenian Churches 
of Odessa, Kherson, and Nicolaefi", were served, 
not by Armenian Priests of the Latin rite, 
but by Eoman CathoHc curates; the Churches 
of Balta and Eachkowo, on the confines of New 
Eussia, counted among the Armenian Churches, 
had for their parishioners Eoman Catholics, and 
acknowledged the Catholic Bishop of Kamience ; 
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the missionaries of the Propaganda and the 
Jesuits continued their residence in the centre of 
Eussia and at the Caucasus ; in spite of the 
ukase that expelled the Jesuits from Eussia, they 
had never quitted these provinces. The Ar- 
menian Catholic Bishop had only to administer 
to six or seven Churches in the governments of 
Podolia, Volhynia, the Crimea, and Astrakan. 
Thus, seven churches, for the most part poor, 
without chapels, without a consistory, without a 
seminary, with Eoman Catholic Priests and with 
Armenian Churches of which the parishioners were 
of the Roman Catholic religion, — such was the 
character of the Bishopric under which the United- 
Armenians existed. The chief aim that the 
ministry of worship had in establishing tliis 
Bishopric, — if indeed there was any fixed aim, — 
was the civilization of the United-Ai-menian clergy 
in Eussia; and, not only was this aim not attained, 
but any real measure for its success was not 
even taken. Missionaries continued to arrive from 
Austria and from Venetia during the reign of the 
Emperor Alexander, and they remained in the 
trans- Caucasian Provinces up to 1845. In 1816, 
Bishop Kristofowicz died, and there was no one to 
replace him, for the pretended chapter was com- 
posed only of two Canons, and neither of them would 
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accept this dignity. Instead of a Bishop Canon 
Warterissowicz was nominated administrator of the 
Diocese, a function which he filled up to the time 
of his death, at the close of the year 1822. The 
administrator had not the right, as every one 
knew, of ordaining Priests, for he himself was not 
consecrated Bishop; besides this, if there had been 
among these United- Armenians any candidates pre- 
pared for the -Priesthood, they would necessarily 
have to present themselves at Lvoff, to receive, as 
was the custom in the time of the Empress Cathe- 
rine, their priestly qualifications at that seminary. 
The erection of a United-Armenian Diocese was 
therefore of no use, and could only be explained by 
the lack of exact local knowledge. Thus the ministry 
of public worship, during the whole reign of the 
Emperor Alexander, had no notion whatever about 
the missionaries sent by the Propaganda ; or of 
the number of the churches and of the inhabi- 
tants of the United- Armenian rite in the Caucasus 
and other places. 

All this, however, did not satisfy the Court of 
Rome. In 1814 the Nuncio at Vienna solicited, 
through the medium of the Russian ambassador. 
Count Stackelberg, that, in addition to the Arme- 
nian Catholic Bishopric already existing in Russia, 
a second should be established in Georgia ; 
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that the see should be at Tiflis, and that 
the Latin Armenians of Tiflis, of Im6r^tia, and 
of Mingrelia should form a part of it. Paul- 
David Skioulanty, a Georgian by birth, was pro- 
posed as Bishop. He had been brought up a 
member of a 'Romish congregation, and was in 
consequence perfectly prepared for the work of 
proselytism. The Nuncio pretended that in 
Georgia there was a large number of Armenians 
of the Latin rite who were destitute of Priests. 
One may judge of the truth of the assertion 
by this, that in 1814 there were in the whole 
of Georgia, only two parish churches of this con- 
fession, the one at Tiflis, the other at Keheliansk ; 
and four hundred and fifty-eight Armenians in all ; 
we therefore seek for what number of parishes 
Rome judged it necessary to establish a diocese ; 
but this suggestion of the Nuncio's was not 
attended to. 

These intrigues, like the continual sending of 
missionaries to the Caucasus, tended only to shake 
the ancient Armenian Church by forced conversions. 
On the side of the acknowledged Propagandists, 
men who acted with prudence, and contented 
themselves with gradual gains, there were some 
who, reticent as well as bold, designed nothing 
less than the subjugation of the whole Armenian 
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Church to the supremacy of the Pope. A par- 
ticular case, which we scarcely think super- 
fluous to mention here, may be given in evidence. 
During the reign of the Empress Catherine, one 
Antoine Poradiane was nominated cure of the 
United- Armenian Church of Mozdoc ; he remained 
there until 1801, when he started on a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Places. After his return from thence, 
he established himself at Astrakan ; there he was 
accused of many irregularities, and sent„ in 1805, 
to the Armenian convent of Agbad, to perform 
penance. The Armenian Gregorian Patriarch, 
Ephrem, having learned that Pouradiane was 
skilled in medicine, took him with him to the 
convent of Ararat ; Pouradiane having ingratiated 
himself with the Patriarch, who was an invalid, 
ostensibly changed his religion, that is to say, 
from United-Armenian, he become Gregorian- 
Armenian, and as such was raised to the Arch- 
bishopric of Kars and of Akhalcik. 

At a later time brought to trial in Russia 
for different crimes, he answered the questions 
put to him by order of the Emperor, " that 
in reality he had never abandoned the Roman 
Catholic Religion, but that he had merely pre- 
tended to do so, in the hope of drawing the 
Patriarch, and with him the Armenian people, to 



EEIGN OF THE EMPEEOR ALEXANDER. 2G9 

acknowledge the Fourth (Ecumenical Council of 
Chalcedon, and afterwards the supremacy of the 
Pope." Not having succeeded in his design, Pou- 
radiane, after having plundered his diocese, fled to 
Constantinople, where he was very weU received 
by the Nuncio, Archbishop Coresi; from thence he 
betook himself to Liban near to Gregory, the 
United-Armenian Patriarch, who acknowledged 
him for an Armenian Catholic, and confirmed 
him in his dignity of Archbishop. 

About 1803 Prince Cicianoff, commander-in- 
chief of the army of the Caucasus, represented 
to the Emperor the necessity of bringing the mis- 
sionaries into subjection to the authority of a 
Roman Catholic Bishop, and in case that they did 
not consent to terminate their relation with the 
Propaganda, to remove them entirely from the 
country, and replace them by young monks of the 
Capuchin Order, — Eussian subjects, who, after 
having learned the Georgian language, could easily 
in time occupy the ground. Twenty years later 
General Zermoloff repeated this request ; but no 
attention was paid either to the one or to the other ; 
the missionai-ies continued their work of conversion 
free from all impediments, and received a pecuniary 
honorarium for their service. 

At the death of the administrator Warterissovicz, 
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in 1822, the Bishopric of the United-Armenian 
Church collapsed spontaneously; Warterissovicz had 
never been canonically confirmed; Kristofowicz was 
alone consecrated Bishop. In reality this Bishopric 
with seven churches, without any organized chap- 
ter, without any consistory, without a seminary, 
could not exist. The missionaries, under the 
guidance of the Propaganda, continued to admi- 
nister the trans-Caucasian Churches of this rite; 
the Churches in Russia which were temporarily 
administered by the United - Armenian Canon, 
Moshoro, depended on the ecclesiastical coUege. 

The submission of the United-Greek Church 
to the Latin Church under the Emperor Paul, 
had deplorable consequences for the union. It 
was completely subjugated, in every sense of 
the term, by Catholicism. The United-Greek 
ecclesiastics, deprived of all independence, and 
of all appeal to the government, began to be re- 
garded as Roman clergy, or rather as something 
below them, to such an extent, that the Metro- 
politan Siestrencewicz made directly on his own 
authority, his presentations to the Court of Rome, 
for nominations to the dignities of United Greek 
Bishoprics, a step which he had no right to take 
evon in reference to the Latin clergy. The Catho- 
lics perceived that the union had become impos- 
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sible, that it had lasted two centuries only because 
the Polish government had sustained it by stringent 
coercive measures, but that if once it formed a part 
in a State belonging to the Greek rite, the United- 
Greeks would no longer be able to remain under 
the dominion o4 the Pope. Conversions so rapid 
and so extensive under the Empress Catherine 
must have convinced them still more of the in- 
evitable issue of a spurious religion forced upon 
its members by fraud and violence. Alarmed at 
this religious tendency, and having in its hands 
the administration of the United-Greeks, the 
Latin clergy reckoned, not without reason, that 
the course for preserving them to the Church of 
Rome was to convert them at once to Catholicism. 
This is why, in interpreting according to their 
own manner the decision of the Emperor Paul, on 
the subject of the United-Greeks, the Latins spread 
the report that the government had abolished the 
union, and that all those who professed this reli- 
gion were forced to pass over to the ruling Church ; 
that in consequence, the Greeks being deprived of 
their religious ceremonies, must necessarily be- 
come Catholics. In order to assure the success of 
this subterfuge it was, above all, requisite that the 
Greek Priests should adopt this plan. " The United- 
Greek people" (says a contemporaij of these events) 
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" have no idea of that in which the differsBce con- 
sists between " Orthodoxy " and " Union," so 
they always profess the religion to which their 
Priests belong." In order to coerce the Priests 
of the United-Greek into submission, the Roman 
Catholic curates employed the agency of the pro- 
prietors, who threatened the poor ecclesiastics, 
in case they did not become Catholic, to deprive 
them, not only of their cures, but even of their 
small livelihood, that is to say, of their daily 
bread, — of their only resources ; but if they con- 
sented to change their religion, in that case they 
should constantly receive support and assistance 
for their domestic wants. Some unhappy Priests 
having families, decided on accepting the Catholic 
rite, and persuaded their parishioners to follow 
their example, while the proprietors on their 
side, forbade the peasants to exercise their own 
belief under pain of punishment. But in spite 
of threats of punishment and violence, the Catho- 
lics would not have succeeded in their fanatical 
enterprise, if they had not had recourse to fraud. 
The United-Greeks were attached to such an ex- 
tent to the ceremonies of the Greek Church, that 
if left to themselves they would never have decided 
on forsaking them altogether. The Catholic clergy 
arrogated to themselTes the right of offering a con- 
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ciliatory course ; and merely introduced some cere- 
monies into the Liturgy and the Azymes; all 
the other ceremonies were preserved in the same 
condition as before, so that baptism, the celebra- 
tion of marriages, burials, and other sacred offices 
■were not changed, and were celebrated in the Scla- 
vonic tongue, but they felt no shame in calling those 
who professed a religion such as this. Catholics ; 
— a manifest and profound incongruity with the 
fundamental principles of the Eomish doctrine, 
that the end justifies the means, when these 
means even consist in disfiguring the religion for 
the propagation of which they are employed ! But 
to produce an apostacy like this they had no other 
means. To deprive the United-Greek population 
-of its Priests was impossible, for the people would 
never have accepted the Latin vicars, and the 
United-Greek Priests were not acquainted either 
with _^the Koman ceremonies or with the Latin 
language, and if even they had been acquainted 
with them, they would never have resolved on 
introducing the Romish rite universally. One of 
the most efficacious inducements held out to the 
United-Greek peasants for their conversion to the 
Latin religion, was the insinuation of the Roman 
Priests that they should not have to observe the 
fasts of St. Peter, St. Philip, nor of our Saviour. 

VOL. II. T 
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At first the ajjostacies were confined to solitary ex- 
amples; later they comprised whole Tillages, and at 
length entire parishes; on these occasions the Catho- 
lics took from the United-Greeks their churches, 
with the church property. The fanatic Czantyr, who 
Was provisionally director of the diocese of Mohileff 
employed all his activity in this business. In 
1802 he declared to the clergy under his orders 
that the Emperor Paul had authorised the conver- 
sion of the United-Greeks to Catholicism, as the 
Union could not exist, and that it should be 
abolished. 

The United- Greeks began to look for support 
and protection to the government; the keystone 
of their power, Archbishop Krassoffsky came, 
in 1803, to St. Petersburg, and, during two 
years was occupied in proposing measures and 
urging pleas in their favour. The principal 
authority of the government, the local Eussian 
clergj', and all impartial people confirmed the 
justice of the complaints brought by the United- 
Greeks, and the Emperor ordered them to be 
defended against the Catholics. "The same tole- 
rance (he wrote to the governor-general of White 
Eussia) which moves the government not to tam- 
per with people's conscientious convictions in 
matters of faith, ought to serve as a rule for the 
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Roman ecclesiastical authorities as to the conduct 
which they ought, in their turn, to manifest towards 
the United- Greeks, and so defend them against all 
compulsion and all seduction, exercised with the 
view of converting the United-Greek people to the 
Eoman Catholic rites. If the dominant religion 
does not permit any coercive measures, then with 
greater reason ought a religion, that only exists 
on sufferance, not to arrogate to itself such a right 
of coercion as it exercises." The Catholics mean- 
while asserted that the United-Greeks had volun- 
tarily abandoned their religion, for this reason, 
that their priests _ had persecuted their parish- 
ioners by illegal taxes and all sorts of exactions. 
To this the United-Greeks replied with justice, 
that if these Priests were absolutely such as 
they were described, why did the Latin clergy 
retain them in their former curacies, when once 
they and then* parishes were converted to Latin- 
ism? The Archbishop of the United-Greeks of 
Polotsk, Lissoffsky, wrote; "If, contrary to all 
expectation and after due consideration at the time 
as to the solution of this affair it pleases them to 
let the United-Greek people be converted, and the 
clergy continue to confess Latinism, in this case, 
I, as a matter of conscience and equally for the 
defence and the dignity of the Greek rite, to which 

x2 
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I am sincerely attached, shall be obliged to take 
very active measures to put a stop to those abuses 
which have been committed, in confounding the 
Greek ceremonies vpith Roman Catholic rites ; and 
the Latin clergy should then be obliged to place in 
these converted parishes Priests thoroughly con- 
versant with their ceremonies, who would have 
to discharge all the sacred offices required, and 
those which are necessary to the parishioners ; 
but would be obliged to abstain altogether from 
using the Greek ceremonies. But, in such a 
position, will it be possible for the comrhon people 
to accustom themselves to ceremonies altogether 
new and incomprehensible, and entirely forsake 
the rite which their forefathers taught them, and 
which is, so to say, identified with their very 
nature ? Certainly the results will . be unseemly, 
and the people themselves, whom I very well 
know, having studied them on the spot, wUl 
not hesitate to make all the efforts possible, to 
return again to their primitive religious cere- 
monies." Hence we see why the Roman Catholics 
left the United-Greeks their Priests, while accus- 
ing these very Priests all the while of simony, 
and why they persisted in regarding as belonging 
to the Roman Church a people who had maintained 
not only some of the dogmas, but all the cere- 
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monies of tlie Greek Church. It was by a similar 
falsehood that the Latins augmented their parishes 
in White Eussia by more than two hundred thou- 
sand persons; but all the while they were awakening 
in the minds of the United-Greeks a manifest in- 
dignation and contempt that they did not care 
to hide. 

Archbishop Lissoffslsy was at that time the 
representative of the United-Greek clergy, as 
much on account of the antiquity of the See of 
Polotsk (the Metropolitan See had been abolished 
by the Empress Catherine) as on account of the 
number of years which he had held it. Lissoffsky was 
always very much attached to the faith which he 
p-ofessed, and he tried to guard it against every 
admixture of Eomanism, to which, as we have 
seen, the Latin clergy, especially at the end of the 
last century, directed its efforts. As early as 1785 
this worthy prelate proposed to the Pope to abolish 
those changes introduced into the Sclavonic cere- 
monies, which had been put in practice after the 
Synod of Zamoysk. With the consent of the Pope, 
he drew up a Breviary, which he sent to Eome, to 
be examined there, adding to the Sclavonic text a 
translation of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
in the Latin language. In this correspondence he 
attributed, with much justice, the greater part of the 
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innovations to the Basilian monks, and showed to 
the Cardinals that even the addition in the Creed 
of the Filioque belonged to the category of changes 
introduced in later times. Such a Bishop could 
not be indifferent to the evident stultification of 
his Church rites, by the fraudulent declarations 
of Latin ecclesiastics, nor see with calmness 
the United-Greeks deluded into a transition to 
Papist usages, unintelligible to them as they 
were. " I know positively," said he, " what 
evil designs the Romans have towards us; their 
constant efforts to persecute the United- Greeks 
during two consecutive centuries, serve to convince 
us of it." The United-Greeks requested the Govern- 
ment that the administration of their Churdh 
should be entirely separated from the Latin eccle- 
siastical system. Fair as was their pretension, 
nevertheless they were not at first entirely suc- 
cessful in obtaining it. In the year 1804 they 
only received the right of representation in the 
Roman Ecclesiastical College; in particular it was 
enacted that one Bishop and three assessors 
should on the part of the United-Greeks assist in 
Council, and should be chosen by the three chief 
Diocesans ; that each of these members should 
count for two votes, so as to assimilate them in 
number to the eight members of the Latin dio- 
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ceses. Placed on an equality with the Eoman 
Catholics, the United-Greeks were not able to act 
at all in concert with them. The United-Greek 
members were received at the college with a 
haughty disdain ; they were obliged to defend all 
their opinions* in favour of their Church with 
unheard of efforts ; in a word, the re-union of the 
adniinistration of the two Churches proved not 
a pacification, but, on the contrary a cause of 
irritation of the one against the other. Arch- 
bishop Lissoftsky, in insisting on the complete 
separation of those two Confessions, presented a 
protestation, in the highest degree interesting, 
against the persecutions which the unhappy 
United-Greek Church suffered on the part of 
the Latin Church, which latter wished it be- 
lieved that the two Confessions formed only one 
and the same Church. Every impartial reader, 
after having examined this act of accusation drawn 
up by the chief Pastor of the United-Greek Church, 
will without doubt be convinced, that the union was 
not only far distant from Latinism, notwithstanding 
the artificial approximation of the two Churches, 
(unhappily protected by the Eussian Government,) 
but that that creed was itself entirely hostile to it. 
It was not only the individual opinion of the 
Archbishop ; far from it ; it was the truest expres- 
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sion of the sentiments and the convictions of the 
United-Greeks. All the representations of the 
Bishoprics of this rite at the Ecclesiastical Col- 
lege plainly confirmed the truth, and recited the 
sufferings which the Latin clergy made their 
co-religionists endure. It was then that the 
government saw itself constrained to separate 
entirely the higher administration of the United- 
Greek Church from the Eoman Catholic College, 
and to acknowledge by that measure that a posi- 
tive distinction existed between the two Churches — 
a distinction which in reality had existed from all 
time, but which had not been effaced, adminis- 
tratively speaking, except by the decision of 
the Emperor Paul. By a ukase, bearing date 
the 15th of July, 1805, the college was divided 
into two departments : the one for the eccle- 
siastical affairs of the Eoman Church, and the 
other for those of the United-Greek Church. But 
it would appear that the government could not 
decide on completely separating the two adminis- 
tions of phurches which Popes themselves had 
never been willing nor been able to blend ; it was 
therefore prescribed that the common affairs of the 
two Churches should be examined in a general 
assembly of the two departments. 

Archbishop Lissoffsky was summoned to St. 
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Petersburg, and to him was entrusted the presi- 
dency of the United-Greek department (second) of 
the College, 

To the gi'eat disappointment of the Latin clergy, 
the United-Greek Church took a conspicuous start 
from the monlent when in the following year Lis- 
soffsky was raised to the dignity of Metropolitan. 
"It is not for myself," "said he modestly, "for 
I am bent down with the weight of years and 
brought to the decline of life, but for the good 
of the United-Greek Church." After the sup- 
pression of the Metropolitan See of this rite by 
the Empress Catherine, the Metropolitan Eos- 
tocky had lived at St. Petersburg, and it is there 
that he died in 1805. The Empress bad no 
confidence in this Prelate, celebrated as he was 
for his attachment to the ancient Government 
of Poland ; so that, after her combinations 
were completed, she found this MetropoUtan 
See useless ; the union being on the point of 
dissolution, this link with Eome, represented by 
the dignity of the Metropolitan title, became not 
only superfluous, but possibly dangerous to the 
government. 

. But how shall we explain the acts of the govern- 
ment under the Emperor Paul? First uphold- 
ing the union, then re-establishing without the 
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least necessity two United- Greek Dioceses once 
abolished, while allowing to remain as Bishops men 
loho had openly proved their animosity towards 
Russia, and all the while leaving the Metropo- 
litan Rostocky without appointment. And yet 
this Bishop was not more celebrated than Bishop 
Levinsky, who had in spite of his bias towards the 
ancient Polish republic preserved his See. In 
preserving in his person the dignity of United- 
Greek Metropolitan, they rendered that Church 
much more independent of the Pope than the 
Latin Church was, for the Metropolitan had the 
right of consecrating as Bishops the persons 
chosen by the Emperor, without any previous 
authorization of the Pope. Thus, if the govern- 
ment found it necessary to uphold the union and 
to prevent its decay — (the ultimate and inevitable 
result) — there was no other plan than to lay 
great stress on the renewal of the MetropoUtan 
dignity; for by this means might be evaded at 
least a too great subordination to Rome, and 
an independent existence given to the United- 
Greek Church, which should thus be enabled to 
avoid being completely absorbed by the Roman 
Hierarchy. 

This is just what Lissoffsky proved. This 
Pastor displayed in the Metropolitan chair the 



REIGN OF THE EMPEKOR ALEXANDER. 283 

utmost activity in relieving the United- Greek 
Church of those premeditated innovations vyhich 
the Latin Church had introduced into her, in pre- 
serving her Eastern ceremonies and her inner or- 
ganization. " Some ceremonies and Latin usages 
(he wrote) hav5 heen in truth introduced into the 
United-Greek Church, hut for a long time I have 
heen carefully correcting those in my diocese, 
causing as far as is convenient all the ceremonies 
adopted by the Greco-Eussian Church in their per- 
fect purity to be re-established. In 1806 he pro- 
posed to his United-Greek clergy to recite first 
the name of the Emperor and then that of the 
Pope, in the sacred services ; he interceded with 
the view of obliging the Basilians to submit to 
the Diocesan Bishops, and procuring the restora- 
tion to the secular clergy of the property of the 
churches which had been violently taken from 
them, as also that the right of patronage should 
be abolished ; in a word, he tried to re-establish 
the United- Greek Church in its primitive or- 
ganization and ceremonies, which since the in- 
troduction of the Union the Popes had solemnly 
promised to preserve, but which during two cen- 
turies, had been replaced little by little by Latin 
ceremonies. 

The Metropolitan thus expressed himself on the 
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subject of the right of patronage : " The right of 
patronage has done much wrong to the orphans 
who remain after the death of the Priests ; for the 
patrons, in presenting of their own accord to the 
cures those who had have rendered them any ser- 
vices, ivearly force me also to confirm them, with- 
out troubling the least in the world where I should 
place the poor orphans ; — to confirm, I say, abso- 
lutely to ordain Priests these ecclesiastics whom 
they present, and to entrust the parishes to 
them. Considering that a like patronage has not 
existed anywhere else, and does not actually exist 
in the Oriental Church, and as the nomination 
to the cures and the placing of the orphans depend 
immediately on the local Archbishops, and consi- 
dering further that this right of Patronage has 
been extended to the United Greek, after the 
example of the Eoman Catholic clergy, and that 
the Patrons prosecute me even at lau\ because 
that being under legal obligation, I do not place 
in the cures those who, after their oicn caprices, 
they luoidd choose, I venture with this end to 
implore of a supreme order to restore to the 
United-Greeks the rights and the privileges of 
tlie Eastern Church, in that which concerns the 
nomination of the Priests."- It would seem that 
the Eussian govel-nment ought to have encouraged 
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by all the means in its power, desires so just 
and equitable, and deliver the United-Greek 
Church from the Eomish customs which had 
been silently introduced into her, and from the 
dominion of the Basilians ; but in reality we see 
that on the contrary it was silent, for example, 
on the subject of the Basilians ; or it issued 
decisions which alone appeared to acquiesce in 
the representations, but which were not confirmed. 
In like manner with the right of Patronage, the 
government ostensibly shared the opinion of the 
Metropolitan, approved of it, and yet at the same 
time never abolished this abuse. Such was then 
the general system in the affairs of the Home 
government ; the rules of an exterior policy, 
trying to conciliate all the tendencies, and con- 
tent, as much as possible, the two parties, were 
put in practice ; but in the administration this 
diplomacy excited nothing but misunderstanding, 
vagueness, and uncertainty, and deprived it of the 
power of energetic action, as we have noticed in 
the liistorical review of the Latin Church, There 
was yet another cause of the reticence of the 
administration in reference to the United-Greek 
clergy; their true destination and their meaning 
were to them incomprehensible, and they ignored 
the rules under which they were controlled ; thus 
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for example, in 1804, tlie following questions were 
put with remarkable naivete to the United-Greek 
members of the College : 

What was the Metropolitan of the United- Greek 
Church? What were his rights^? Have the United- 
Greeks ever been under the domination of the 
Eomans ? For what purpose did the Metropolitan 
Kostocky reside at St. Petersburg ? 

Now we see the explanation why the United- 
Greeks, excited against the Eoman Catholics as 
they were, were not reunited from that time 
with the Greek Church ; — at the epoch when 
the Metropolitan Lissoffsky by every possible 
means brought together the two Confessions. If 
the Government had only permitted it to be un- 
derstood that it was not averse to such a 
union, but that it rather desired it, the United- 
Greeks who remained after the Empress Cathe- 
rine would have followed the example of theii* 
brethren, and the union would have been dissolved 
of itself. 

Unhappily, Lissoffsky did not long occupy the 
Metropolitan chair; he died on *the 30th of 
August, 1809. 

A little before his death, the Government ac- 
ceded to his request of re-establishing the ancient 
Metropolitan diocese ; for Lissoffsky, after the 
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abolition of this diocese under the Empress Cathe- 
rine, had been left the diocese of Polotsk, even 
after having been named Metropolitan. It was 
after the annexation of the Province of Bialaslok 
to Kussia that a new division of the United-Greek 
dioceses was resolved on ; for in the Province of 
Bialaslok there were as many as forty one thou- 
sand United-Greek inhabitants, with thirty-nine 
churches, and three Basilian convents. After the 
final partition of Poland, conjointly with the Pro- 
vinces which passed over to Prussia, the United- 
Greisk clergy were resolved into that State ; they 
had belonged before that, in part, to the diocese 
of Brest, in part, to that of Lithuania, that is to 
say to the Metropolitan diocese. The Prussian 
government created for the United-Greeks an 
especial diocese, named Souprassl, from the resi- 
dence of the diocesan Bishop which was fixed at a 
convent of that name ; it was composed of four 
Deaneries or Priories. In Kussia, as we know, 
there were three United-Greek dioceses, that of 
Polotsk, the archiepiscopal diocese, the only dio- 
cese preserved by the Empress Catherine, and 
two dioceses re-established by the Emperor Paul, 
Luck and Brest, in the which the ancient 
Metropolitan diocese of Lithuania was included. 
Hence it was that the diocese of Brest was very 
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extensive ; one counted there as many as nine 
hundred Churches. The Metropolitan Lissoffsky 
proposed to take three hundred parish churches 
from this diocese, and with them to form a fourth 
Metropolitan diocese, establishing the Episcopal 
chair at Wilna, under the administration of the 
Vicar Metropolitan, and of re-unitinf^ the Churches 
of the Province nf Bialostok to the Diocese of 
Brest. These projects of the Metropolitan were 
put into execution by a ukase issued by the Senate 
14th February, 1809. Dating from this period, 
the United-Greek dioceses received the following 
limits : Istly, the Metropolitan Diocese of Lithuania 
included the Governments of Wilna, of Courland, 
and a part of that of Minsk; 2ndly, that of Polotsk,' 
(Archiespiseopal) comprehended the Governments 
of Vitebsk and of Mohileff; 3rdly, that of Luck, 
the Governments of Kieff, of Volhynia, and of 
Podolia ; 4thly, that of Brest included the Govern- 
ments of Grodno, a part of the Government of 
ilinsk, and of the Province of Bielostok. The 
United-Greek Churches of the country of Tarnapol, 
which had temporarily belonged to Russia, were 
annexed to the Diocese of Luck down to the cession 
of the country to Austria. 

At his death Lissoffsky begged the Emperor to 
name Metropolitan, Gregory Kohanovicz, Bishop 
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of Luck, taken from the secular clergy, and con- 
sequently zealous for the separation of the 
union from the Latin rite. Before being nomi- 
nated to the chair of Luck, Kohanovicz had been 
suffragan of the Metropolitan. The Emperor ac- 
ceded to the prayer of the dying pastor, and, in 
the year 1810, Kohanovicz was raised to the 
dignity of Metropolitan ; he was then sixty-two 
years old. 

The administration of the United-Greek Church 
by Kohanovicz was the continuation of the system 
of Lissoffsky, that is to say, a struggle with in- 
novations generally, and with the Eoman usages 
introduced into the United-Greek ceremonies, and 
with the Basilian orders more particularly. The 
old irreconcileable dissensions between the secular 
clergy and the monks were renewed more and 
more distinctly and clearly. Since the Jesuits had 
exiled the Metropolitan Siestrencewicz, and had 
drawn up the rule for the administration of the 
Latin Church, published in 1800, the Basilians, in 
taking their stand on this rule, not only refused 
all submission to the Diocesan Bishops, but further 
obtained, through the money of the Jesuits (the 
Archbishop Benislawsky), permission to assemble 
a General Chapter, and to choose themselves a 
General of the Order, a thing which had never 

VOL. II. ^ 
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before been tolerated in Eussia, even for the 
Eoman Catholics. The Senate put a stop to 
this measure, and by the supreme order removed 
Benislawsky, two other members, and the Pro- 
curator from the college, who, as is said in the 
ukase, " contrary to public utility tried to de- 
liver the regular clergy from the control of the 
Diocesan Archbishops, and to renew their own 
immediate administration, without the least surveil- 
lance of any ecclesiastical authority whatever. But, 
as at the commencement of the reign of the Em- 
peror Alexander, the power of the Latin Bishops over 
the congi-egations of the monks was very limited, 
the Basilians, who in all the Government measures 
were considered as a Roman order, obtained the 
right of being governed by Provincials specially 
appointed, and formed three Provinces : that of 
White Russia, that of Lithuania, and that of Russia 
proper. There were eighty-four Basilian convents 
for men, but there were only twenty which could 
count more than seven monks, and all the others 
less than seven, so that by virtue of the same 
papal ordinances, which the Basilians followed 
so willingly on every occasion, sixty-four^ convents 
had no longer the right of existing, and should 
Lave been closed. But they were eminently 
Romish monks, that is to say, they recognised only 
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those canonical laws which were advantageous to 
them ; therefore these monasteries, useless and 
hostile to the Union as they were, were pre- 
served, although, in 1804, the college itself had 
represented to the Senate that it was sufficient to 
preserve only fhii-ty of these asylums, and to close 
the others. To such a point had the superfluous 
number of the monasteries reached, that, in the 
government of Volhynia, where there remained so 
few United-Greeks, they had twenty-six Basilian 
convents, while there were only four Greek cloisters, 
although the greatest part of the population of this 
government belonged to the Greco-Oriental con- 
fession. 

In the greater number of the United-Greek 
convents of the government of Volhynia they 
had two, three, or five monks each. AVhile the 
United-Greek secular clergy had scarcely daily 
bread, the Basilians possessed immense and popu- 
lous estates, where there might be counted as many 
as twenty thousand peasants, and a capital of seven 
hnodred thousand roubles. All these material ad- 
vantages, as well as their independence as an Order, 
were utilised for the persecution of the unhappy 
United-Greek Priests, and for the destruction of 
the Union by Latinism. It was with this aim 
that they maintained scliools : fourteen for the 

u2 
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laity, and twelve for monastic Bovices ; and that 
like the Latin monks they avoided and eluded every- 
thing that could test their knowledge. The Basi- 
lians, who had ten convents, estahlished near 
some of them schools for young girls, but only 
in localities where they could be no co-operation 
of the Latin nuns, who m-ay thus bo said to have 
had predominance over the Basilians. As to imme- 
diate relations with the Court of Rome, the Basi- 
lians had a special Procurator there, who took care 
of the affairs of the Order. Pope Urban VIII. 
gave, in 1641, to the Basilian congregation at 
Rome the church De la Madone del Pascolo, to 
celebrate the service according to the Greek rite ; 
and his brother. Cardinal Barberini, also gave 
them some land in the neighbourhood around 
the church, and buUt a house for their Pro- 
curator. Moreover, from the time of the Polish 
domination, they sent every three years from 
Lithuania four young clerks of the Order to 
be brought up at Eome : two from among them 
were generally placed at the Collegium de Propa- 
ganda fide and two at the Greek College, near to 
the church of St. Athanasius. After the an- 
nexation to Russia, the Empress Catherine forbade 
the clergy, the Latin equally with the United- 
Greek, to have any immediate relations with 
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foreign ecclesiastical authorities : so that they could 
no longer keep a " mandatory" at Rome, or edu- 
cate their novices there. But under the reign 
of the Emperor Alexander, they began to net as in 
the past, and even hid nothing, although the 
law of Cathefine on relations with the Court of 
Eome remained in full vigour, and was equally 
obligatory on the Roman Catholic as on the 
United-Greek. The opinion which Admiral Schis- 
ckoflf presented on this subject to the Emperor 
was very judicious : "As there is at the Court 
of Rome," he wrote, " a minister of your ma- 
jesty, through whom aU communications concern- 
ing the affairs of the two branches of the Romish 
Church are conducted, it appears quite an un- 
necessary, nay, even an inconvenient, step for our 
Government to retain, so to say, a special man- 
datory for the service of those monks who have 
abandoned our Church." The Emperor, however, 
ordered the United-Greek Metropolitan to choose 
a priest who should preserve at Rome the re- 
lations already established, without any other mis- 
sion than this, though there was already at the 
Court of Rome a Russian Legation. But why, in 
this case, allow a mandatory of the Basilians, 
if he could no longer fulfil his functions ? Of 
course he continued to play his part there. In this 



294 EOMANISM IN RUSSIA. 

way the Basilians were, so to say, recognised by 
the Government as an Order more Latinised than 
the Latin Monastic Orders themselves, who had 
not the right of maintaining these official agents at 
Eome; and the United- Greek Church was supported 
in the Eoman Catholic capital by Eussia for the pro- 
pagation of Eomanism in her possessions, the only 
aim for which this Church could be established, for 
there was no one there for whom it had to act : 
in the provinces recovered from Poland, it was 
only the lower class which belonged to the Union, 
and these never went abroad. In truth, the 
Basilian Order was a monastic corporation tho- 
roughly Latin. It was almost entirely composed 
of those who were Eoman Catholics froni their 
birth ; therefore the United-Greeks were treated by 
them with galling contempt ; and not only did they 
not in any way aid the United-Greek secular clergy, 
but they deprived them of all that they could ; and 
of all their numerous institutions, they did not as-' 
sign any single one for the education of the children 
of the United-Greek Priests. To this contempt, and 
to these insults, the secular clergy retorted upon 
the Basilians with equal animosity, regarding 
them very justly as apostates from the United- 
Greek faith. 

After the irregularity of the conversion of the 
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United- Greeks of White Kussia to the Latin rite 
was duly established, the Metropolitan Siestren- 
cewicz was obliged to direct his clergy to allow 
them to return to their original form of worship ; 
and in 1807 it was forbidden to convert the 
United-Greek^ and this order, in consequence of 
complaints still more recent, was confirmed in 
1810 by the Senate, which prescribed to the col- 
lege not to tolerate any one passing from one 
rite to another. 

Acting on this ukase of the Senate, the United- 
Greek department of the college equally for- 
bade the Basilians to receive into their Order 
any person professing the Latin faith. This deci- 
sion startled the Roman clergy as much as it did the 
Polish nobility. The Prince Loubetzky and the 
Count Oginsky, in the name of the nobUity of 
Grodno, and the Count Eokitzky, marshal of the 
nobility of the gOYcrnment of Minsk, in the name 
of the nobility of Minsk, entreated Prince GaUt- 
zen not to permit the execution of this order 
of the United-Greek department, asserting that 
the Order of the Basilians, was indispensable for 
civilization, and that, therefore, it must be re- 
cniited itself tvith gentlemen of the Roman Catho- 
lic religion. The United-Greek Bishops (Roman 
Catholics) Boulhak and Golovnia joined them. 
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It is to be remarked, that tliey began even to 
persuade the administration of Public Worship, 
that to fill the Order of. the Basilians with Bo- 
man Catholics was advantageous for the Greek 
Church herself. " The department of ecclesias- 
tical affairs (such are the very words) recognises 
the circumstance to which attention has been called 
by Mgr. Boulhak as in every respect worthy of 
being taken into consideration, particularly as 
the conversion of Komanists to the United-Greek 
confession would reunite them, if not in the 
dogmas of the faith, at least in the religious 
ceremonies, with the Greco-Eussian." Here is 
a specimen of the manner in which the superior ad- 
ministration of worship understood the United- 
Greek question, and estimated the facts which 
related to it. All the world knows that Roman 
Catholics 03i entering into the Basihan Order 
never abandoned their primitive belief, and did 
not change it in anything whatever ; reckoning 
themselves as belonging to the United-Greek con- 
fession, in order thus to be able the more easily to 
convert the United-Greeks to the Latin faith, and 
compel them to forsake the Eastei-n ceremonial, 
in no way to accept it themselves. How could 
this Communion then tend to draw members of 
the Eomish Church to the United-Greek Church ? 
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Notwithstanding however all these intrigues, and 
all these mancEuvres, the ordinance issued by the 
United-Greek department, in 1810 remained in all 
its vigour, but was never executed by the Ba- 
silians. However, be that as it may, such a clog 
upon their entering the Order actually prevented 
some Roman Catholics introducing themselyes 
among the United-Greeks; for although the law 
was never put in execution, still it existed, and 
consequently, at any moment, its application might 
be enforced. 

On the 14th of March, 1814, the Metropolitan 
Kohanovicz died. After his death two episcopal 
chairs remained vacant ; that of Lithuania and 
that of Luck, which Kohanovicz had preserved 
even after he was raised to the Meti'opolitan dig- 
nity. According to his dying wish, the Metro- 
politan Diocese was, until the election of his suc- 
cessor, temporarily intrusted to the care of the 
Archbishop of Polotsk, Krassoffsky, and that 
of Luck to the direction of Boulhak Bishop of 
Brest. 

The death of Kohanovicz produced the greatest 
joy among the Basilians, who even ia the prayers 
for the repose of his soul introduced words and 
terms hurtful and damaging to his memory. 
The secular clergy on the contrary were very 
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much grieved at his loss : " Kohanovicz" (said 
the United-Greek priests) " came from our ranks ; 
with his death necessarily the respect of society 
for our Order will naturally disappear." With- 
out loss of time, the Basilians hastened to pre- 
sent candidates for this veiy important charge, 
nominating Boulhak, Bishop of Brest, who had 
been of their Order, and who had gone through 
his studies at Eome at the Jesuit College de 
Propaganda fide. Evading an application to the 
higher Courts of the Department of Pubhc Wor- 
ship, they opened a direct appeal to the Em- 
peror through the intervention of M. Pousloffsky, 
Marshal of the nobility at Slonim, a great patron 
of Boulhak's. For a long time this latter had 
aspired to the Metropolitan dignity : in 1809, he 
had persuaded M. Lanskoy, Governor of Grodno, 
to intercede in his favour,_ and cause him to 
be nominated coadjutor of the Metropolitan, then 
very old, so as at his death to be in a position to 
replace him. He based his request on the loss of 
revenue that he had sustained in consequence of 
the annexation of the three hundred churches of 
the Bishopric of Brest to the Metropolitan Diocese. 
Scarcely had Lissoffsky breathed his last, before 
he addressed a direct petition to the Emperor 
to be elected Metropolitan, in consideration (as he 
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said) of his having for a long time been Bishop. 
The secular clergy upon learning the intrigues of 
the Basilians in fayour of Boulhak, opposed with 
all their power such a choice. In the midst of 
these endless cabals, the Emperor, not knowing 
whom to choose, allowed the Metropolitan chair 
to remain unoccupied for three years ; but when, 
in 1817, he was obliged to have a Bishop conse- 
crated, the consecration being an exclusive pre- 
rogative of the United - Greek Metropolitans, 
the Emperor designed Boulhak for the Metropo- 
litan dignity. At length the Basilians obtained 
what they had so ardently desired, and Boulhak 
did really prove a man to justify their hopes> 
for he extended particular favour to their Order. 
Above all, he introduced a Basilian represen- 
tative into the United-Greek Department. The 
Metropolitan Diocese, Hlce all the other United- 
Greek Dioceses, had its assessor at the college. 
The New Metropohtan explained that from a 
personal knowledge of the wants of his diocese, he 
considered an assessor of that diocese superfluous, 
but that he regai-ded it as quite an indispensable 
thing that instead of him an Archimandrite of the 
Basilian Order should be elected; "in short," said 
he, "to preserve uniformity, to develop a greater 
influence for the college, in the affairs both of the 
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secular and of the regular clergy, and by tliat means 
to procure more advantages for the BasiHan Order, 
for the purpose of obtaining, and that with the 
greatest exactitude, whatever information might be 
desirable as to the manor-lands, the funded capi- 
tal, monastic discipline, etc." 

The arguments of Boulhak were evidently 
placed on a very poor foundation; for while he 
did not find it necessary to have at the college 
an assessor for the Metropolitan Diocese (seeing 
that he himself knew its wants), he surely had 
much less necessity for an assessor for the 
Diocese of Brest, which he had administered 
since 1795. 

Be that as it may, he proposition was con- 
firmed, and, in 1819, the Provincial Basilian had a 
seat in the College. Later, in order to render the 
access of the secular clergy to the episcopal dig- 
nities still more difficult, Boulhak asked the Su- 
preme Court to confirm the statute of the Synod of 
Zamoisk, which prescribed that the Bishop chosen 
from the secular clergy should, before ranking in 
the Monastic Orders, be obliged to pass his noviciate 
according to the rules of the Order of the Basilians 
for a year and six weeks, and could only take 
the vows after having passed this noviciate. The 
secular clergy complained of the persecution which 
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they suffered on the part of the Basilians, and 
reminded the government that for two centuries 
they had already been in this degrading situation ; 
that the Basilians did not permit the choosing 
tho bishops from among them, that they deprived 
them of all education, seizing the Church lands 
and parochial cures, and selling the property 
%yhich they possessed in the town to the Jews. 
In 1819 the Diocese of Brest presented three 
petitions against the malversations of the Ba- 
silians. Prince Galitzen contented himself with 
having them examined by the Metropolitan 
Boulhak, that is to say, by the representative 
of tliat Order, against which the complaints were 
directed. Of course Boulhak found the Basilians 
entirely innocent of the accusations. brought against 
them, and the secular clergy had to submit 
to an enforced silence. The moment was not pro- 
pitious for offering opposition. Soon after, for 
their complaint, a Bishop was deprived of his 
office. The trial of this Bishop shows, as plainly 
as possible, the relation subsisting between the 
United- Greek secular clergy and the Basilians, — 
their respective powers and their tendencies ; we 
therefore think it indispensable to present to om- 
readers a recital, though it must be^but a brief one, 
of this interesting trial. The Archiepiscopal See 
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of Polotsk was then occupied by Krassoffsky, the 
same who," when only archpriest, had been sent 
by the United- Greeks to St. Petersburg, in the 
capacity of their mandatory, to present a com- 
plaint against the oppressions and the forced con- 
versions of the Latin clergy. This was enough 
to make of the Basilians irreconcUeable enemies. 
Subsequently Krassoffsky was distinguished by 
the regard of the Metropolitan Lissoffsky, who 
(as is well known) did not himself enjoy any great 
credit among the Basilians; and was appointed 
by him vicar^of the Diocese of Polotsk. After 
the death of Lissoffsky, the archiepiscopal dignity 
was conferred on him in 1809, so that with the 
exception of the Metropolitan, he found himself 
the senior of all the United-Greek Bishops. This 
elevation to so high a dignity raised the indig- 
nation of the Basilians stiU more against him, 
as they regarded with an unfavourable and envious 
eye every Bishop that had not sprung from their 
Order. Krassoffsky represented in their eyes the 
United-Greek secular clergy, for whom they had 
the most supreme contempt ; to them he was an 
ecclesiastic who dared to maintain the autonomy 
of the United-Greek Church, instead of favouring 
its servile incorporation with Latinism, and hence 
a dangerous enemy to the Pioman Church. They 
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resolved therefore to punish, in his person, all 
those United-Greeks who did not sympathise with 
their Order. In 1820 a Priest was ind^iced to 
make an accusation against the Archbishop in 
which he charged him with comporting himself 
cruelly towards the lower clergy, with ruining 
the peasants belonging to the episcopal lands, 
and with being addicted to inebriety. After 
this denunciation, the ^Metropolitan Boulhak made 
a personal inspection of the Diocese of Polotsk, 
found everything in the greatest order, and for- 
merly thanked Krassoffsky ; but at the same time 
he secretly enjoined the Archimandrite Schou- 
lakewicz, a Basilian and the personal enemy of 
Krassoffsky, to watch secretly all the actions of 
the Archbishop. In order to form a more com- 
plete idea of the character of the man whom 
Boulhak charged with a mission so disgraceful, 
it will here suffice to mention that this same indi- 
vidual had been the author of many pamphlets 
against the worthy Metropolitan Lissoffsky, and 
that it jvas he who excited the monks against 
this prelate, a man venerable and full of ardour for 
the good of his co-religionists. A short time after, 
towards the end of the year 1821, in consequence of 
the insidious solicitations of the Metropolitan, the 
dii'ection of the Diocese of Polotsk was taken 
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from Ej-assoffsky, who was summoned to undergo 
an ecclesiastical sentence ; his private estates 
were sequestrated, and the administration of 
the Diocese of Polotsk was temporarily intrusted 
to the Basilian Schoulakewicz above mentioned. 
Boulhak intended to have had Krassoffsky judged 
by a tribunal composed solely of two Bishops of 
his own views, that is to say, Eoman Catholics 
like himself, the two suffragan Bishops, Javorsky 
of Brest, Galvonia of Lithuania. But Kras- 
soffsky, taking his stand on the canonical laws, 
demanded that a Provincial Council should be 
convoked for his trial. In consequence of this 
protest, the Bishop of Luck gave full powers to 
Canon Siemaczko to represent him at the trial ; 
and Canon Markovicz was deputed by the Dio- 
cese of Lithuania. So then, in this tribunal, the 
representatives of all the United-Greek Bishoprics 
(with the exception of that of Krassoffsky himself) 
were brought together; and thus was this tribunal, 
called together to judge the Bishop, composed. It 
was held under the presidency of the Metropolitan, 
of the suffragan Bishop of Brest, Javorsky, and of 
Canons Markovicz and Siemaczko. The opinion 
of the judges was divided. The Metropolitan 
Boulhak and the Bishop Javorsky (both Eoman 
CathoHcs) condemned Krassoffsky on all the counts, 
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and found him unworthy of exercising thereafter 
the episcopal power. The two Canons Markovicz 
and Siemaczko (both taken from the lower clergy) 
acquitted the Archbishop generally, consenting 
only, and that out of complaisance to the opposite 
party, that a oan^nical admonition concerning some 
details and trifling irregularities, with which one 
might perhaps" fairly reproach him, should be given. 
The Metropolitan could in no way whatever justify 
the flagrant contradiction between his own words 
of thanks addressed by him to Krassoffsky when 
visiting the diocese, and his repeated efforts 
(made so soon after) to put Krassoffsky on his 
trial. The special inquiry ordered by the Govern- 
ment into the state of the peasants on the lands of 
the Archbishop, led to the conviction that Kras- 
soffsky not only did not persecute them, but that 
he succoured them in every way possible, that he 
had established magazines of corn, maintained a 
hospital for the poor, aided them himself with- 
out assistance from any one else, forgave them 
dues that had not been paid to him; in a word, 
that he had the greatest care for the weU-being 
of the peasants, many of whom came forward to 
assert the same thing at the investigation held 
at the trial. 
As soon as Krassoffsky was displaced from the 
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STiperintendeiice of his diocese to undergo his 
trial, the chiefs and those holding ecclesiastical 
offices in the different Deaneries of the Arch- 
bishopric of Polotsk petitioned the Emperor, in the 
name of the loioer clergy mid by their authoriza- 
tion, to reinstate him in his diocese ; asserting 
that, during the twelve years of his administration, 
he had preserved the strictest order among the 
clergy, had taken care of their widows and children, 
and that he had organised a school for the clergy 
themselves. The petitioners expressed their fear 
lest the administration instituted in the diocese, 
under the authority of a Basilian, might weaken 
the general organisation of the diocese, and, above 
all, ruin the seminary. They placed their appre- 
hensions on the fact that the Basilian Order 
always tried to keep the lower clergy in ignorance, 
an ignorance from which they were only now be- 
ginning to emerge through the earnest efforts of 
the Metrolitan Lissoffsky of Archbishop Krassoff- 
sky. Thus, the two principal accusations, cruelty 
towards the peasants and towards the clergy, 
were refuted, not only by the progress of the in- 
quiry and the decision of the majority of the 
judges, but, what is still more conclusive, by the 
very persons in whose names the accusations 
against the Archbishop were made. There only 
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remained one reproach unanswered, and that was 
that his habits were less sober than they ought to 
be ; but eyen that came to nothing when confronted 
with certain evidence which was beyond suspicion. 
The Metropolitan Siestrencewicz, in whose house 
Krassoffsky livad for many years after he had been 
removed from Polotsk, certified that, seeing the 
Archbishop daily as he did, he believed he could 
confidently assert that he had never once given the 
least pretext for a calumny so damaging to his 
■dignity. In the face of these facts it was naturally 
impossible to condemn Ki-assoffsky, but the supe- 
rior administration of the Department of Public 
Worship did not however decide to acquit him ; 
the trial terminated in 1823. It was only then it 
stopped, the confirmation never having reached the 
Emperor, Prince Galitzen merely sending secret 
information to the administration of the Diocese of 
Polotsk, that Krassofi'sky, for private and personal 
reasons, could not be sent back to his diocese. In 
•consequence of this the Basilians obtain their end. 
Not being able to pass a false sentence upon 
Krassoifsky they defamed him, and through him 
the secular clergy, and robbed him of the possi- 
bility of being useful to them. It was only on the 
accession of the Emperor Nicholas, that people 
began entirely to see through the intrigues of the 
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Basilians. Ki-assoffsky was fully acquitted and 
nominated Archbishop of Luck ; but in the follow- 
ing year, 1827, lie died, and many indications lead 
to the supposition that he was poisoned. Thus it 
was that the antagonism between the veritable 
clergy and those apostates from the Union, the 
Roman CathoHc Basilians, revealed its true outlines 
and character. 

As regards the administration of the Latin 
clergy, not less than as regards the affairs of the 
United-Greek Church, it was only at the end of 
the reign of the Emperor Alexander that the supe- 
rior administration of the Department of Public 
Worship began to realize and understand what it 
was doing, and, by studying the question, to eluci- 
date it ; and it was only at this epoch that people 
perceived that the Basilians could not reconcile the 
Western with the Eastern Church by an amalga- 
mation with the United-Greek clergy (as was once 
believed), but, on the contrary, that they would 
naturally in time deteriorate the Union to pm-e 
Latinism, if no protection against their influences 
was found for the secular clergy. The Basilians, 
in spite of the number of their convents, could not 
count on a prolonged existence : for, although 
these asylums were chiefly filled by Eoman Ca- 
tholics, so few were the inmates that they were, in 
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reality, almost empty ; — a circumstance which it is 
very easy to understand, since the Latin convents 
themselves were in a state not much dissimilar. 
They should, at least, find some guarantee for 
their lands, in case any of theii- monasteries hap- 
pened to be in such a state of complete solitude 
as to force them at last to be closed. They 
intrusted their interests to the Eoman Catholics; 
as early as 1806 the Prince Czartoriczsky took 
certain steps to enable the BasUians to be re- 
cognised by the Government as an educational 
Order, exactly after the manner of the Jesuits, and 
also to secure that their landed property should be 
considered for the future as the general proJ)erty of 
an educational corps, and thus that it should be left 
for ever at the disposal of the monks. But there 
was something else : Prince Czartoriczsky, a Eoman 
Catholic and a man of the world, went on to arro- 
gate to himself the right of organising the monastic 
administration of the United-Greek regular clergy, 
and requested that they should be governed by a 
regular legal system. (It was for this not long 
before that Bishop Benisloffsky had been excluded 
from the college by the Senate.) Also that a 
general Basilian Chapter should be convoked, in 
order to decide which convents it would be more 
desii-able to shut, (as it was clear that many of 
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them could not ' continue to subsist) and which 
should be preserved ; but under no pretext what- 
ever should the lands of the abolished convents 
be withdrawn from the administration of the 
Order. 

These projects of Prince Czartoriczsky, quite un- 
known to the higher clergy of the United-Greek 
Church (whose authorisation for what was done 
was never sought or given), received the Supreme 
sanction in 1807. On learning this, the Metro- 
politan Lissoffsky insisted on the abrogation of a 
decree which had proved pernicious to the United- 
Greek Church. To examine the innovations of 
Prince Czartoriczsky a committee was appointed, 
which very judiciously determined that he had not 
the slightest right to reorganise the. Basilians ac- 
cording to his fancy; that he had no adequate 
ground for recognising this society as an educa- 
tional body, inasmuch as its members were not 
engaged in instruction, and that many of them 
were thoroughly unfit for the work ; they decided 
also that if the projects of Czartoriczsky were 
realized, the property of the Basilians would con- 
fer no advantage whatever on the United- Greeks, 
but would simply go to enrich the Eoman 
Catholics, of whom the Order was composed. 
Thus the plan of Prince Czartoriczsky fell to the 
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ground ; a plan closely corresponding to that which 
the Jesuits had proposed and carried on to its 
consummation, at the time of the foundation of 
their Academy at Polotsk, though there was not 
any necessity for the existence of such an institu- 
tion, but sinfply as a means of preserving their 
independence vis-a-vis the University of Wilna. 
In this case the object was to preserve the pro- 
perty of the Basilians ; and they found a pretext 
for their plans in the assumption that they had 
specially the character of an educational Order. 
These monks had a still greater panic when their 
wealth was threatened in 1820, by the decree issued 
by the United-Greek department, which forbade 
them receiving Komanists into their congi-egation. 
From this time forth the petitions of the United- 
Greek Bishops, desiring the revocation of this 
measure", began to multiply beyond the compu- 
tation; and it seemed still more indispensable 
that their Order should be raised to the rank of 
an educational Order. The partizans of the secu- 
lar clergy of the United-Greeks opposed on their 
side, by every means possible, this new pretension 
of the Basilians. 

"Every one knows," said the Metropolitan Koha- 
novicz in 1812, writing to Prince Galitzen, " that 
the Basilians, like all other Monastic Orders in the 
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Eastern Church, were instituted not to teach the 
sciences in the public schools, but for the purpose 
of leading a life of holiness and mortification, of 
addressing fervent prayers and offering sacrifices 
to the Almighty, and preaching the Word, as 
we see in the convents of the Greco-Kussian 
Church, where the monks fulfil their sacred 
calling." 

Scarcely was Boulhak raised to the dignity of 
Metropolitan, before he lodged a protest against 
the informality of the decree of the Department 
of the United-Greek Church in the year 1810, 
which complained (and this is worth recording) 
that if the Basilian Order was not supplemented 
by Eoman Catholics it could not maintain its 
existence. After this Prince Czartoriczsky re- 
commenced his solicitations in favour of the 
Order, and asked permission for his co-religion- 
ists to enter it, for liberty to choose pre-eminently 
out of its ranks their nominees to Bishoprics, — 
for them to be allowed to educate some of their 
novices at Rome, — and above all for the preven- 
tion by aU means of the transference of any of 
the fortune of the Society to the secular clergy 
of the United-Greek Church, declaring that they 
had no right to it (although the riches of the Basi- 
lians were accumulated from the despoiled secular 
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clergy), that they could live on their own resources, 
and that any enrichment of the secular clergy 
at the expense of the Basilians would weaken an 
Order so useful to the State. But at this period 
the heads of the Department of Public Worship, 
began to recognise the true significance of this 
fraternity; and understood that Roman Catholics 
were associated with that Order, not through the 
medium of external ceremonies and by religious 
services conducted in a language altogether strange 
to them, but by their zeal for the promotion of 
Romanism ; that the Basilians should not be 
obliged to educate Roman Catholics, but rather 
persons of their own community, and specially 
the children of poor members of the United-Greek 
Church who remained in the ignorance generally 
attached to deep poverty. But the Senate, in 
1812, determined that Roman Catholics should not 
be received into the Order. The Director of the 
Department of Public Worship, TomguinefF, was 
scai'cely content with this. He felt it necessary 
to abolish many Basilian convents, and to subordi- 
nate the others, not to three special provinces (as 
had been the case till then) but to one alone, 
which should not be Roman Catholic ; but Prince 
Galitzen came to no absolute conclusion on the 
subject. 
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The Basilians, confident in the support of the 
Metropolitan, were not a little taken aback at 
such a change in the tendencies of the De- 
partment. They forwarded secret complaints to 
Rome of the persecutions to which they were 
exposed in Russia, and had alrieady made up 
their mind to send a deputation to St. Peters- 
burg for the purpose of setting forth their wants 
and their apprehensions. But permission was not 
granted. So they could only give free course 
in their petitions to their fears and lamenta- 
tions. |The BasUian Provincial of Lithuania, in- 
serting in the list of Basilians John Chrysostom, 
Cyril, Methodius, the Russian Metropolitans Peter 
and Alexis, etc., felt it necessary to point out the 
full importance and the exalted position of theu* 
Society, and to depreciate in every way the lower 
clergy of the United-Greek Church, by insinuating 
that the title of popovitch (son of a priest) was 
from the earliest times considered by the Poles 
as equivalent to base-born, and that according 
to the Polish laws the children of the United- 
Greek Church priests were inscribed in the re- 
gister of the serfs : how then after this could one 
admit people of this class to the ranks of an Order 
so aristocratic as the Basilians — which recruited 
its ranks only from the members of the higher 
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families of Poland? ' "The Basilians of Lithu- 
ania," said he, " could not allow any fears founded 
on the expectation of seeing their Order fall into 
decay after the experience of their brothers in 
White Eussia, who lost aU their importance 
simply because in this province the secular clergy 
began to recover their position, so that people got 
to make very little of the BasUians." (Let us 
notice here that the province of White Eussia com- 
prises the Archbishopric of Polotsk, that the archi- 
episcopal chair had been occupied by Lissoffsky, 
and after him by Krassoffsky, and that the pas- 
sages which we are about to adduce were written 
at the precise time when this last archbishop 
was undergoing a trial in consequence of Basi- 
lian intrigues.) The Basilian Provincial, a zealous 
Komanist, still more exposed his secret views, 
while expressing his opinion on the state of 
the Union at this period, thus : " From all 
that has been previously stated, it results that 
the number of the United-Greeks diminishes every 
day, and that there is no possible means of 
avey-ting this misfortune ; and that on the other 
hand the admission of the Eoman Catholics 
into the Basilian Order (forbidden as it is by the 
Government) could no more counterbalance the 
constant decrease in the numbers of United- 
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Greeks, and hence, ultimately, and that after 
no great interval, the Union would he reduced 
to nullity." 

If after all that we have just said on the composi- 
tion of the clergy of the United- Greek Church, — 
on this doctrine, which has never been able to take 
root among the people, — on the desperate decision 
of the Latin clergy, who, having lost all hope of 
any longer maintaining this anti-Polish sect, saw 
themselves constrained at last to attempt the 
conversion of the United-Greeks to pure Latin- 
ism, — if after all this, the reader can suppose 
that the Union had any future before it, and could 
do anything but return to that Church from which 
it had been violently torn, the testimony of the 
BasUian Provincial of Lithuania wUl avail to con- 
vince, and dispose of the last litfgering doubt on 
the subject. The Union was only maintained by 
the non-United-Greek element which was in it; 
that is, by the BasiHans ; though this Order 
scarcely maintained the shadow of an existence 
itself, beyond what was conceded to it from 
without, and was not a society of United-Greek 
Churchmen, but a Latin Order, composed almost 
exclusively of Eoman Catholics, who formed the 
greater part of the population of these establish- 
ments. 
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If once the United-Greeks had been the only 
persons admitted into this Monastic Order, the Ba- 
silians must perforce, by the simplest requirements 
of justice, have closed their monasteries, and Rome 
must have renounced her share in the arrangement 
of the Union/ The unfortunate United Church, 
thanks to the reckless zeal and fanaticism of the 
Latins, was in a condition of internal disorgani- 
sation and bitter strife, such as rendered it quite 
impossible that any harmony should be secured 
between the Roman Catholic regular priesthood 
and the United-Greek clergy. The one party had 
a constant tendency Eomeivards, eager to impose 
on their flocks Roman rites, ceremonies, and 
institutions, — the other was ever striving to re- 
trieve their Greek origin and the traditions of theii- 
Church, their ancient statutes, ritual, and religious 
usages of which the complete efiacement had not 
been quite effected. Which of these two con- 
tending parties was destined to have the upper 
hand ? Was it the original and numerous body 
of the clergy, or was it the foreign congregation 
which progi-essively decreased? The answer is 
not difficult. The latter looked for a support both 
constant and artificial, the other asked nothing 
but justice. 

Strictly speaking, in a neighboming Roman 
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Catholic State the position of the secular United- 
Greek clergy was incomparably better than it was 
in Eussia itself. In Austria, according to the 
regulation of the Emperor Joseph II., a special 
central seminary was established for the clergy. 
Salaries were fixed for the parish priest ; and in 
case these proved inadequate the sum was sup- 
plemented by an auxiliary fund. Parishes were ap- 
portioned, not by the patrons but by the bishops, 
and for bishops they nominated exclusively secular 
clergymen. The United-Greeks in Austria pre- 
served at this time the organisation and cere- 
monies specially Greek in far greater purity than 
was to be found in the Western Provinces of 
Eussia. 

In Eussia although' the Greek Church, whose 
rites had been preserved by the United- Greeks, 
was the ruling Church, the clergy themselves 
who had as marked a repulsion for the Latin 
Church as they had sympathy for the Eussian, 
had not only not enjoyed during the reign of 
the Emperor Alexander any patronage, but not 
even any protection, assistance, or succour, such 
as was not only legitimate but just. Nearly tsvo 
thousand parish priests who had ministered in four- 
teen hundred and seventy-six churches were re- 
duced almost entirely to the yearly produce of 
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thirty-six dessiatines* of land per parish. The 
funded property of the Churches was in com- 
parison to that of the Basilians at a vei-y low ebb ; 
and the children of the priests, robbed of all means 
of existence, were made absolute peasants not only 
on the ecclesiastical lands but on the seignorial 
ones as well. The Metropolitan Boulhak himself, 
little disposed as he was in favour of the secular 
United-Greek clergy, has left us the following 
proof, specially noteworthy, considering from whom 
it came. " The United-Greek secular clergy 
having property consisting for a great part in arable 
land and that of small compass, and hardly 
peopled by peasants, and having only very mode- 
rate capital, had, in spite of all their toil, an 
existence which scarcely enabled them to fulfil 
their family requirements." 

The Department of Public Worship did not 
devote any attention to speak of, to the educa- 
tion of candidates for the priesthood ; the secular 
clergy had not sufficient means for the discharge 
of the whole of these educational responsibilities, 
and the Basilians carefully kept their class in ig- 
norance, while reserving all their establishments 
for the training of young men of the Latin rite. 
From the time of the Emperor Paul downwards, 
* The dessiatine is about aa acre. 



320 BOMANISM IN EUSSIA. 

the Metropolitan Siestrencewicz insisted on tlie 
urgent need for the improvement of the semi- 
naries of the United-Greek Church, proposing to 
sign over to them the property of twelve Basilian 
convents, which being altogether useless would 
have to be abolished, and the monks transferred to 
other monasteries; biit the Basilians thwarted this 
plan. At the commencement of the reign of the 
Emperor Alexander, there were six United-Greek 
seminaries ; — two in the diocese of Brest, four in 
that of Luck ; but in such a state of decay, that 
many of them had been closed, not having the 
means of self-support ; so that out of aU the 
property of the seminaries of the bishopric of 
Luck, the only part that could be realized was 
the interest (and that was gathered at an ex- 
ceedingly low rate) payable on the sum belonging 
to the seminary of Luck itself, which was later 
on transferred from this town to Botchaeff. But 
even there, there were no lodgings, and the 
scholars in consequence of their penury were 
obliged to lodge and board at their own expense. 
In the diocese of Polotsk, which embraced the 
whole of White Russia, there was altogether only 
one seminary, and the Archbishop maintained at 
his own personal expense in the archiepiscopal 
lodgings a solitary teacher to instruct those who 
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joined the ranks of the secular clergy in theological 
subjects. It was not tiU after Lissofifsky had 
urged it, by repeated prayers and petitions, that 
the Basilian convent of St, Sophia at Polotsk 
was given for the establishment of a seminary, 
and it was thits that the first foundation of the 
education of the secular clergy of the United- 
Greek Church was laid in the diocese of Polotsk, 
an institution to which the succeeding Metropolitan 
Krassofifsky applied his most particular attention. 
Thus it happened that this seminary was better 
organized than the rest, and the attendance of 
pupils there was more considerable than else- 
where. At the close of the reign of the Emperor 
Alexander, there remained but one seminary in 
each diocese of the United-Greek Church, though 
that scarcely supplied all the diocesan require- 
ments ; so that, for instance, in the seminaiy 
of Brest arrangements were only made for educat- 
ing twenty students, although there were in the 
diocese six hundred and seventy-five priests ; the 
real number of actual students, however, was but 
thirteen or fourteen. In the Metropolitan Diocese 
of Lithuania there were in all but three students. 
After the institution of the principal seminary for 
the Latin clergy, near the university of Wilna, the 
candidates for orders fit'om the United-Greek Chm-ch 
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seminaries were admitted for the completion of 
their studies ; and thus it happened that one of 
the committee, who managed the principal semi- 
nary, belonged to the United-Greeks. An insti- 
tution such as this, in abolishing all distinctive 
characteristics of the United-Greek secular clergy, 
naturally Romanised them completely, like the 
Basilians. But how inscrutable are the decrees of 
Providence, for we find issuing from their school, 
pastors of the United-Greek Church, who have 
reconnected the union with its original source, — 
that is, with the Oriental Church. 

The position of the Bishops of the United-Greek 
Church could no longer be considered brilliant. Up 
to 1805, that is say, up to the time when the con- 
vent of St. Sophia at Polotsk was given up to 
Lissoifsky, the Archbishops of that place had not 
even a dwelling-place near their cathedral, but 
lived six verts off at Strouna ; and later on, at a 
distance of three hundred verts, in a convent. 
The See was support'ed by the Basilians. The 
Bishops of Brest lived in a country-house near the 
town of Novogroudek, and their consistories were- 
held in a Basilian monastery in the neighbour- 
hood, the chapel of which served for a cathedral. 

The Bishops of Luck had ceased to possess a. 
cathedral. 
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The Court of Eome did not establish any chap- 
tor at places where the United-Greek Bishops held 
their Sees, fearing the elevation of the Union in 
the eyes of the people ; since (as she knew) it was 
destined ultimately to abase itseK before Latinism; 
but yet according to Papal usage prelates and 
canons did intrude into these dioceses, but their 
nunibers were not considerable. 

Thus, in the Union there were no rich, pow- 
erful, or influential members to be found outside 
the ranks of the Catholic Basilians, hated as they 
were by the masses, and by the lower orders of 
the United-Greek clergy; their only idea in 
maintaining it was openly to amalgamate it with 
Latinism. But the greater part of their convents 
were deserted ; and the Metropolitan Siestrence- 
wioz, the Prince Czai-toriczsky, and the Metro- 
politan Lissoffsky di'ew attention to the subject of 
the closing of many of them, inasmuch as there 
was scarcely any decent excuse for their existence. 
If this step had been carried out, if the rule had 
been followed of not admitting into this body any 
Eoman Catholics, then the Order, as the members 
themselves certified, must have been dissolved. 
What would have remained of the Union after 
.this had happened? Simply the secular clei-gy 
and the people. The secular clergy, as we have 
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seen, were anything but disposed favourably to- 
wards Latinism. From the earliest times they 
had tried to promote a revival of the Oriental 
ceremonies, which the Basilians were as zealous 
in trying to corrupt ; but they were poor and 
only semi-civilized, in consequence of the per- 
sistent persecution of the monks. If the property 
of the Basilians had, when their monasteries were 
closed, passed into the hands of the ^ieeular clergy, 
their ignorance and poverty w6uld have equally 
ceased ; and the inferior clergy, no longer per- 
secuted by the Monastic Orders, would have em- 
ployed their means for ultimate civilization and 
separation from the Latin Church. The United- 
Greek people had no fancy for Latinism. The 
rites and ceremonies of the Church of Borne were 
to them thoroughly foreign. She had succeeded 
in attaching by violence the peasant to Popery, but 
could not make a good Catholic of him ; and 
the best proof of this lies in the fact, that the 
United- Greeks converted to Latinism at the com- 
mencement, turned back, like sheep to their fold, 
when the Metropolitan Siestrencewicz ordered his 
clergy to free them from the obligation of the 
Eoman Ritual. Thus we may ask the honest 
reader, Could this Union endure ; could this half- 
hearted religion, imposed forcibly by Eome, and 
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maintained by falsehood last ? The Latin clergy 
themselves aid us in finding a satisfactory answer 
to the question. Did they not assvire us that 
without Koman Catholics the Union could not 
have existed ? Why be in such a hurry to 
convert so maify of the United-Greeks to pure 
Latinism, united as they already had been to the 
Eoman Church ? Because it was known and un- 
derstood that for the Union there was no real 
future in store, and that its maintenance was im- 
possible. In accepting this conclusion as the only 
one possible after a survey of the history of the 
United- Greek Church, we may ask, to what was the 
Union directed ? Was it towards the progress of 
Roman Catholicism against which all the Greek 
secular clergy openly and ostensibly protested; 
protested alike before the Latin Church, before 
the Basilians, and to the government itself, im- 
ploring protection from Latin persecution ? There- 
fore we repeat again, that without the slightest 
coercion, but in the natural progress of events, the 
Union must and should have returned to her un- 
forgotten mother, — to the bosom of the Oriental 
Church. According to all probability this should 
have happened under the reign of the Emperor 
Alexander, if the administration of Public Worship, 
without accelerating the change, had simply un- 
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derstood the United-Greek question ; and listen- 
ing to the prayers of the United-Greeks, them- 
selves had not nominated to the dignity of Metro- 
politans and Bishops any objectionable Romanist ; 
had not formed out of one diocese, as it existed in 
the time of the Empress Catherine, four others, 
and had not confounded the education of the 
United-Greek ecclesiastics with that of the Latins. 
If the Eussian Government had only done what 
the Austrian Government had done for GaUicia, 
then neither would Rome with her ecclesiastics, 
nor the BasUians with their Polish nobility, have 
been able to maintain the Union. 
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EELATIONS SUBSISTING BETWEEN THE CABINET 
OP ST. PETEESBUBG AND THE COUET OF EOME, 
UNDEB THE EMPEEOE ALEXANDEB. 



Autograph Letter of Pope Pius VII., 1801. — Establishment 
of a Eussian Legation at Eome. — Count Cassini nominated 
Chargi d'Affaires, 1802. — His instructions. — The Abb6 Ben- 
venutti Charge d'Affaires of the Holy See at St. Petersburg. 
— The Holy See steadily recurs to the idea of instituting a 
" Nunciature " at St. Petersburg. — Mission of Monseignor 
Arezzo, 1803, 1804 — Project of sending Count Bontourline to 

Eome, in 1803 His instructions. — Demands of the Emperor 

for the extradition of Count Vern6gnes. — Bupture of political 
relations in 1804. — The Holy See makes various attempts at 
renewing them. — OfiScial relations between the two Courts re- 
established in 1814. — Services rendered to the Holy See by 
the Emperor Alexander, 1815. — Baron de Tuyll Eussian 
Minister at Eome, 1815-17. — The question of the re-union of 
the two Churches in 1815. — Answer of the Emperor to this 
proposition. — Ideas of the Emperor on the unity of the Chris- 
tian Church. — Treaty of the Holy Alliance the expression of 
Imperial ideas. — The Holy See is the only power in Europe tc 
protest against this Alliance. — Its character and tendency ex- 
plained to the Pope by the Emperor Alexander in a truly 
Christian spirit. — Perseverance of the Church of Eome in the 
establishment of a Nunciature at St. Petersburg. — Instructions 
of M. D'ltaUnsky, nominated Eussian Minister at Borne, 

1817 Policy of the Holy See after the return of the Pope to 

Eome. — Part adopted by Cardinal Consalvi. — In ecclesiastical 
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matters he is pushed on by the fanatical section. — The Holy 
See maintained in its fanatical inclinations by the success of 
the conventions concluded with several European powers. — 
Concordat with Bavaria, 1817. — With France, 1817. — With the 
King of the Two Sicilies, 1818. — Convention with Prussia in 
1821.— Death of Pope Pius VII., 1823.— The Cardinal Delia 
Genga, elected Pope. — Takes the name of Leo XII. — The party 
of Zelanti, or Fanatics, predominant. 



In the course of this work we have had occasion 
to allude to some discussions which had taken place 
during the reign of the Emperor Alexander, between 
the Eussian Government and the Court of Eome ; 
but we think it necessary to describe here the 
general relations between the two Courts. 

On his accession to the throne the Emperor 
received an autograph letter from Pope Pius VII., 
bearing date April 27th, 1801, of which we quote 
the following passage : " We need not assure your 
Imperial Majesty that having known perfectly the 
kindly spirit and the friendship of your august 
Father for our person, we are keenly conscious of 
the loss we have sustained, but we may add, with aU 
sincerity, that our consolations and our hopes find 
the greatest support in the virtues of your Imperial 
Majesty. The high qualities which you have mani- 
fested in the sight of your subjects, and of the 
whole of Europe, even before mounting the throne 
of your ancestors, assures us beforehand that your 
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Majesty mil surpass your august Father in the 
glory of your enterprises, in the protection and the 
favour that you will deign to accord to religion, — 
to your Catholic subjects, — in the interest you will 
take in the cause of the Roman Church, and we 
add confidently, in the affection and friendship your 
Majesty will cherish for our person." At the same 
time the Court of Rome called attention to the 
promise of the Emperor Paul to assist in the 
restoration of those Legations, and the territories 
which had been won from the Court of Rome by 
the French Republic. The object of the negotia- 
tion of the Holy Father concerning temporal power, 
reduced itself to four chief points ; the re-establish- 
ment of the three Legations, an indemnity for Avig- 
non and the county of Venaissin, the evacuation of 
the French troops, and the restitution of the Pope's 
domains, alienated from the time of the ^Roman 
Republic. "Without the assistance of the Comi 
of Russia,'' wrote Consalvi, "the Pope can indulge 
no hope for the future, but must even fear to incur 
fresh losses." 

The Emperor Alexander avoided, and veiy 
justly, taking any direct part in the concerns of the 
Holy See ; but wishing to preseiTO friendly rela- 
tions with the Court of the Vatican, instituted at 
Rome a permanent Embassy, rather with a view to 
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the spiritual needs of his Catholic subjects, than 
with any political intents. ■ He made it his study, 
too, to obtain the Papal sanction for the measures 
taken by his father with regard to the Order of the 
Knights of Malta (in his quality of Grand Master), 
having made up his mind to interfere no more with 
the interests of this Order, utterly foreign as it was 
to the Eussian Empire. In consequence. Count 
Cassini, who had resided at Eome, in the capacity 
of Consul General, was nominated, at the com- 
mencement of the year 1802, Charge d' Affaires at 
this Court, and received from the Emperor a re- 
script which thus characterised the aim of his 
mission : "As to what regards political relations 
and the temporal power of the Pope, I can only 
record my earnest desires that the state of tran- 
quillity which he now enjoys may be maintained 
and consolidated, and that he will receive the 
reward of those painful sacrifices which the Holy 
See has been obKged to make : I shall never refuse 
the aid of my best efforts to secure or advance the 
well-being of Eome, and to manifest aU the marks 
of interest which animate me for the preservation 
of this power in Italy. As for what regards the 
spiritual power of the Pope, the only relations that 
can exist between us are those which affect the 
Catholic subjects of my Empire. My solicitude for 
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them makes me see with satisfaction that they will 
hence be more inclined to place themselves in com- 
munication with the Church at Kome, in matters 
of religion, in which they will experience neither 
annoyance nor hindrance, as long as they confoi-m 
to what has teen written and enacted by my prede- 
cessors with respect to freedom of Public Worship, 
the exercise of which is tolerated in my Empire, with 
this one qualification, that there shall be no aggres- 
sion upon the dominant religion." At the same 
time the Abbe Benvcnutti, who had lived in Russia 
many years, was recognised in the capacity of 
ChanjS d' Affaires of the Holy See at the Court of 
Eussia. 

If Rome had been alone ruled by considera- 
tions for the welfare of reUgion, the establish- 
ment of these constant and regular relations with 
the Court of St. Petersburg would have proved 
perfectly adequate for the transaction of all business 
which called for the intervention of the Holy See ; 
but urged on by notions of a universal clerical domi- 
nation, she did not cease to press for the creation 
of a Nunciature at St. Petersburg. Cautious not 
to pronounce the word "Nuncio," the Pope re- 
quested permission to send an ambassador to 
congratulate the Emperor on his accession to the 
throne ; on the pretext that he wished solemnly 
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to testify his regard for the august person of his 
Majesty.. 

The Dew ministry formed by the young Emperor 
was at that time chiefly composed of spirited young 
statesmen who had many excellent intentions, but 
very little experience. They agreed without diffi- 
culty to the nomination of an ambassador, and an 
answer in that sense was despatched to Eome. 
The Holy Father, well pleased with the issue of 
his enterprise, immediately named M. Arezzo his 
ambassador to Russia. It was not till after this 
nomination that the ministry inquired into the 
question of the antecedents of the Nuncios who 
had previously been in Russia, and ascertained 
their history. After this, the views of the execu- 
tive changed, and everything was done to hinder 
the embassy. The Pope was begged to defer the 
mission to a later period, on account of the 
cramped condition of the Papal finances ; — then 
it was declared that as the Holy Father had not 
elected the Grand Master, and had not sanctioned 
all that had been done regarding the Order of the 
Knights of Malta, the ambassador of the Holy See 
would not be admitted; and this last was a con- 
dition sme qua non. Should this condition be 
accorded. Count Cassini was charged to make use 
of his personal influence for the deferment of this 
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embasisy to another epoch. At last a proposal 
was made to the Abbe Benvenutti to remain in 
St. Petersburg to transact the business of the 
Holy See. But these expedients did not in any 
way modify the resolution of the Coui-t of Eome ;• 
on the contrary, they only hurried on the mission 
of Monseignor Arezzo. " When I announced to 
Cardinal Consalvi the intentions of the govern- 
ment (wrote Count Cassini to the ministry), a 
thunder-clap would scarcely have startled him 
more thoroughly ; he declared that this embassy 
was known to all Europe. He wrote letter after 
letter to the Chancellor, and obliged the Pope to 
address himself to the Empress mother, to secure 
the acceptance of this embassy. While this was 
going on, Monseignor Arezzo arrived at Vienna, 
presented himself to the Koman Emperor, in the 
character of ambassador to the Court of Kussia, 
and announced his mission, by distinct letters to 
the Emperor Alexander, and to the two Empresses. 
The matter having gone so far, Count Kotchnby 
announced to the Abbe Benvenutti that this mis- 
sion would be received, but that it could only be 
" temporary;" that the Emperor thought it better 
that things should be so arranged, as he did not 
wish the ambassadors of the Holy See, to interfere 
with temporal affairs, as Monseignor Litta had 
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done. At the same time the Cardinal Secretary 
of State was informed that the Emperor, to evince 
his personal respect for the sovereign Pontiff, con- 
sented to receive at his Court the said ambas- 
sador, Archbishop of Seleucia, in the quality of 
Papal Ambassador, but not as Nuncio, and that 
this minister would be received on the footing of 
the ambassadors of other crowned heads ; that in 
the credential letters with which he would be fur- 
nished these conditions should be distinctly spe- 
cified, so that no ground might possibly be left 
for the belief that he had come to St. Petersburg 
in the character of Nuncio ; and inasmuch as this 
Embassy of the Holy See could have no possible 
aim besides that of being a mark of attention on 
the part of the Court of Eome, it must not be 
permanent, but be understood to last at the most 
for three or four months. Rome having gladly 
accepted all these conditions, Monseignor Arezzo 
arrived at St. Petersburg at the commencement of 
the year 1803. 

In July of the same year, Count Boutoui-line, 
nephew of the Chancellor Woronzoff was nominated 
to the functions of Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
Court of Rome, and Count Cassini remained as 
Councillor of the Embassy. On this occasion the 
Emperor Alexander enunciated for the first time. 
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■with every fulness and precision, his ideas on the 
relation of the two powers in his rescript to Count 
Boutourline. 

"I expect that you will estahlish between the 
Holy See and my Catholic clergy such relations as 
shall make the sacerdotal supremacy press on 
them as lightly as possible. I recommend to your 
paxiicular attention the detail^ on which I am 
going to enter, for the purpose of instracting you 
as to what way you must regard this business. 

" The Court of Eome having from early times 
manifested a distinct tendency everywhere to appro- 
priate to herself the exclusive direction of Public 
Worship and the property destined for its main- 
tenance, has, on more than one occasion, invaded 
the domain of temporal policy in the name of the 
spiritual. An order of things like this, establishing 
an independent polity in the very bosom of another 
State, cannot suit any nation whatever, and in 
awakening the mistrust of nations, in regard to the 
views of the Eoman Court, has forced them to 
keep a close watch upon Papal intentions, and 
forced many Catholic countries in succession to 
put a limitation, more or less strict, on aU connec- 
tion with the Holy See. 

" If in those countries where the Eoman Ca- 
tholic religion is dominant the ruling powers 
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have judged it not only allowable but necessary 
to put some limits to the Papal authority, as 
manifested among them, it is still more neces- 
sary to- put it under some restraint in Kussia, 
where Catholicism is, strictly speaking, only tole- 
rated. While permitting my subjects who profess 
this religion to preserve their relations with the 
Sovereign Pontiff, it behoves me to watch that this 
authority over them should not exceed those limits 
within which I wish to circumscribe it. It ought 
never to be anything more than spiritual, and ought 
on no pretext whatsoever to infringe upon the 
temporal. I commit, then, to your vigilance the 
task of averting every attack which may be aimed ; 
and the Court of Kome, if she be well advised, will 
on her own account refrain from any such, and 
thus remove from between us any cause of mis- 
conception that might induce unpleasant conse- 
quences. And as I, for my part, have no intention 
of provoking any coldness, but on the contrary 
desire to remove everything that could give occa- 
sion for such, it shall be in future arranged that 
the agents of the Court of Eome in Eussia need 
not treat directly with my Catholic clergy, but that 
all transactions with the Holy See must pass 
through your hands ; thus ensuring satisfactory 
results to your mission, for through you all cases 
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where the intervention of the Head of the Church 
is indispensable, will be treated ministerially from 
Court to Court, and not as transactions between 
Pastor and flock. Instructed by my ministry as 
to the requests which you forward, it is through 
it directly that the Catholic Metropolitan shall 
receive his answer from the Court of Rome. This 
step shall take effect as soon as you are installed in 
your post, and you will take care to inform the 
Cardina,l Secretary of State thereof, while inviting 
him to adopt it. 

" I will not pass over unnoticed the fact that 
the nomination of bishops is a regal prerogative 
which I mean to preserve untouched ; and I 
expect, whenever occasion for its exercise shall 
arise, that his Holiness will not fail to transmit to 
me, at your request, the BuUs necessary for the 
consecration of those prelates whom I shall have 
nominated, and will abstain at the same time from 
elevating to the episcopacy " de proprio motu " 
any of my subjects, a proceeding calculated to 
produce anarchy, which cannot be allowed in Russia. 
And since misunderstandings may be prevented by 
explanations given in good time, you will take care 
to clearly pronounce my will on this subject. I 
confine myself here to informing you that if the 
Court of Rome be impracticable in regard to any 

VOL. II. z 
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demands which you may have occasion to make 
in the course of your mission, you may observe 
that, since any communication with her at all is 
simply a measure of good feeling, she must re- 
cognise this as a concession which may be main- 
tained or terminated at will ; so that difficulties will 
be quite useless, and a spirit of mutual conciliation 
be the only way of strengthening the ties which the 
wish of either party can immediately dissolve." 

These principles (in perfect comformity with 
those which the Eussian Government had con- 
stantly followed with regard to the Court of Rome) 
were laid down as the bases of aU negotiations 
which the Russian Minister might henceforth 
hold with the Cabinet of the Vatican. But Count 
^oubourhne was not left in a position to put these 
principles in execution, a circumstance altogether 
unforeseen having arisen to hinder his departure for 
Rome and also to put an end to the mission of 
Monseignor Arezzo. 

Vernegues, a French emigrant, entered the 
Russian service, and was, in 1804,, in Italy, 
in the capacity of attache to the Embassy. He 
spoke with disapprobation of the government 
then in the ascendant in France — a government 
whose relations with the Court of Russia were 
just then severely strained. Napoleon, through 
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Cardinal Fesch, required the arrest and extra- 
dition of this man, a naturalised Kussian though 
he was. The Pontifical government decided to 
arrest him and rummage his papers, where they 
found nothing compromising, but afterwards had 
the weakness to hand him over to French agents, 
in spite of the positive promise, made to the 
Russian Government not to permit him to be 
surrendered. He was handed over to the French 
commandant at Rimini. In consequence of this, 
the Emperor Alexander wrote to Count Consalvi 
by Prince Czartoriczsky, that it was impossible 
longer to continue relations with a government 
which the Emperor was under the necessity of 
considering either ill disposed towards him, or 
else despoiled of all political independence. The 
ambassador of the Holy See received an intima- 
tion to quit St. Petersburg. The charge d'affaires 
at Eome was recalled, and the Russian Official 
Gazette announced the rupture of relations between 
the two Courts. The Pope was greatly pained at 
this ; but his position excused his feebleness. In 
point of fact, what could he do against a sovereign 
who had restored public worship in his empire, — 
been the author of a concordat, and who now 
occupied Italy with his troops, making the whole of 
Europe tremble ? 

z2 
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Pius VII., however, going to Paris that very- 
year to consecrate Napoleon, asked for and obtained 
the release of Vernegues, and offered his apologies 
to the Emperor Alexander; but nevertheless the 
relationship between the two Courts was not 
renewed. Count Cassini went to Venice, and 
Arezzo stayed at Dresden two years, ia the hope 
of being later recalled to his former post. 

Archbishop Severoli, the Nuncio at Venice, 
made many attempts through the Russian Am- 
bassador, Prince Kourakine, for a renewal of 
relations between the Holy See and the Court 
of St. Petersburg. " The Pope's Nuncio," wrote 
Prince Kourakine, in 1807, to the Chancellor 
of the empire, " is not contented with the indirect 
steps that he had already taken to ascertain what 
interpretation he ought to put upon my conduct 
with respect to the etiquette with which he is 
treated, and requested by note, a special inter- 
view; I answered that I should be very pleased 
to receive the Archbishop Severoli. The Nuncio 
opened up the conversation with every imaginable 
protestation of his master's attachment to his 
Majesty, and of the love and respect, confidence 
and regard, which he bears him. He added that 
it was by express command that he gave me this 
solemn testimony. He drew my attention, as a 
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proof of this, to the conduct of the Pope at Paris, 
where his pressing solicitations had overcome 
every objection of the Emperor Napoleon, and 
had been followed by the freedom of M. Vemegues. 
He pointed at the same time, to the example of 
the Court of "Vienna, where the conduct of the 
Nuncio towards Count Easonmoffsky had been 
uniform and trustworthy. After this introduction 
he came directly to the point, and told me with, 
what satisfaction the Pope would see the fulfil- 
ment of his earnest desire, that the old relations 
should be as soon as possible re-established, that 
Archbishop Arezzo should be allowed to return 
to St. Petersburg, and that the mission of Count 
Boubourline should be accomplished." This en- 
deavour of the Nuncio was not crowned with 
success. 

Occasional intercourse with Eome, such as was 
positively indispensable for the Catholic clergy, 
was maintained at rare intervals, through the 
medium of Vienna ; but official relations were not 
renewed till after the return of the Pope to Rome 
in 1814. In spite of the open rupture between 
the two Courts, the personal relations of the two 
Sovereigns were never other than cordial, especially 
after the misfortunes which the Pope experienced 
since the year 1809. Although the Pope's arrest 
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by Napoleon had produced no effect in the Polish 
Provinces, where the people remained entirely in- 
different to it, it excited a sincere compassion in 
the breast of the Emperor Alexander, who, from the 
time it took place, did everything in his power, in 
favour of the Pontifical captive. " After God, it 
is to Alexander that I owe having lived to see 
the termination of my captivity at Fontainebleau," 
said Pius VII. to the Eussian minister at the Holy 
See, in 1822, " that I have been restored to the 
exercise of my functions, and been allowed to 
end my days at Eome. Since that hour there 
passes no day without my addressing fervent 
prayers to our Lord for the glory and happiness 
of your generous monarch." 

From the beginning of 1813, when the allied 
troops began to gain decided victories over the 
armies of Napoleon, — an era that established the 
ascendancy of the Emperor in European affairs, — 
the Court of Eome did not cease to make applica- 
tions to him, and to look to his magnanimity for 
a brighter future. No later that July in that 
year, the Nuncio of the Pope at Vienna, the Arch- 
bishop of Viterbe, entreated the Eussian Am- 
bassador, Count Stackelberg, to pledge his govern- 
ment to undertake the defence of Papal interests 
at the congress then about to assemble. In April, 
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1814, tbe Pope despatched Count Francis Philippe 
Magawly-Cerati with an autograph letter addressed 
to the Emperor Alexander, wherein he asked to 
be reinstated in his possessions. 

On the 20th oi May of the same year, Pius VII. 
again addressed a letter on this subject to thQ 
Emperor, written in his own handwriting. " We 
are convinced that all that has been torn from the 
Holy See since the French troubles began, will be 
altogether restored to us the day that peace is re- 
established in Europe. Meanwhile, at the moment 
when the congress, which wUl have to regulate the 
affairs of the civilized world must assemble, we 
supplicate your Majesty to have a care for our 
rights, and to conciliate to us the goodwill of our 
allies. We rest all our hope in the magnanimity 
of your Majesty, which is your principal attribute ; 
and we make no attempt to conceal the satis- 
faction we have in contemplating the temporal 
affairs of the Holy See as placed in your hands. 
We ask, therefore, from your Imperial Majesty — 
and what we ask we expect with the fullest 
confidence — that you will have a kindly feeling 
towards us, that you will favour our rights and 
protect them with your authority." 

In reply to this letter, the Emperor wrote to His 
Holiness : "I have recognised the deliverance of 
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the chief of the Catholic Church as one of the 
happiest results of the success which Divine Pro- 
vidence has granted to our arms. As to the part 
vfhich I shall always take, ia view of the temporal 
interests of the See, your Holiness need entertain 
no apprehensions. Count Magawly will have in- 
formed you how he has been received." Know- 
ing the power which the Emperor Alexander had 
in the Congress of Vienna, the Pope wrote to him 
thus : "If your Majesty be on our side, of whom 
shall we be afraid." Eventually indeed it was par- 
ticularly to the iafluence of the Emperor that the 
Holy See was indebted for the recovery of all the 
states of the Church. It was at this epoch that 
diplomatic relations so long interrupted between 
the two Courts were re-established. Major- General 
Baron de Tuyll went to Eome in the capacity of 
Minister Plenipotentiary. The choice of a mili- 
tary representative at this post, had its origin in 
the fear that the war would break out again in 
Italy, and with this view he first visited many 
towns in Italy, and in the central districts of 
France, and only arrived in Eome in November, 
1815. 

Thus, utterly unchanged alike by these events 
and by the disasters from which it had suffered, 
the Eoman system in its temporal as well as 
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spiritual phases, held its ground. The same regime 
of Priestcraft was still imposed on the States of 
the Church, while the same spirit of fanaticism 
still inspired its agency. Soon after Baron de 
Tuyll arrived at Eome, Cardinal Delia Somaglia, 
one of the most influential members of the Sacred 
CoUege, called on him to discuss the subject of 
the Union of the Churches, so anxiously desired by 
his Holiness ; saying, that the difBculties were not 
so great but that they could be smoothed down, 
without prejudice to the Papal Supremacy. 

The Emperor answered that he would not 
pronounce an opinion on the subject; that the 
question must be discussed by those whom the 
Church had constituted the depositary of religious 
doctrine, and that he therefore proposed to await 
the opinions of the Holy Synod, neglecting, 
however, nothing which could be deemed con- 
ducive to the interests of Christianity in general. 
At the same time, the Russian Minister was 
directed to lay great stress, in his interviews 
with the members of the Sacred College, on the 
definitions necessary in a question of so great an 
interest, and specially to be careful to determine 
beforehand what one should understand by the 
" Union of the two Churches." Every time that 
the question had been brought forward, the 
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Komish Church had persistently and designedly 
confounded this sentiment, so full of consolation, 
with the idea of an absolute adhesion to those 
principles which she alone professes, as her con- 
duct towards those who have been re-subjugated 
to her power adequately proves. Instead then of 
a union effected in complete consonance with the 
immutable principles of the Christian religion, we 
have only seen certain partial coalitions, where the 
spirit of the movement has been sacrificed to the 
advancement of individual prerogatives. 

The Emperor Alexander, on his part also, earn- 
estly desired the re-union of all Christian Churches, 
but with views very different in their largeness and 
sincerity, from the purely egotistical and fanatical 
aims of the Komish Church. For Eome only 
sought the universal estabUshment of her own do- 
minion, while the Emperor was seeking to prepare 
the way for the reign of Christ. This lofty and 
spiritual idea, animating the Emperor, first showed 
itself in the promotion at St. Petersburg, of the 
Bible Society, where by the side of Greek and 
Eoman bishops, were seated Protestant pastors and 
Armenian priests, and later on exhibited itself to 
the whole of Christendom in the international 
document called an " Act of fraternal and Chris- 
tian Alliance of kings and peoples. If this Treaty, 
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signed at first on the 26tli of September, 1815, by 
the Emperors of Russia and Austria, and by the 
King of Prussia, to which, later all the States of 
Europe, with the exception of the Court of Rome 
subscribed, could take effect in the direction of a 
practical execration, there would be no flaw in its 
perfection as an ideal to which kings and peoples 
ought to tend. This alliance was, as has been 
rightly said, an armed neutrality towards irre- 
ligion and fanaticism. The basis of this treaty 
of aUiance in the principle laid down by the 
difi'erent sovereigns was, that the Christian world 
possesses, in that character, no sovereign but 
Christ himself. 

On the other hand the Holy See has not ceased 
through successive ages to repeat that the Pope is 
the sovereign of sovereigns and of peoples ; and in 
the case before us the Pope was not at aU pre- 
pared to yield the supremacy to God. And seeing 
that this act detracted from the Papacy, Rome 
protested against this union, recognised by the 
whole of Europe ; but we must allow that from 
her own point of view she could scarcely act other- 
wise, the exclusivism of Rome being irreconcileable 
with Catholic Christianity, in the broad and ele- 
vated sense of the term. It is a curious study to 
watch the conflict which spiritual Christianity was 
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waging against Eomanism. The Pope felt that he 
owed a grudge to the Catholic monarchy who 
had signed the treaty of union, in being driven 
to defend the theory of his supremacy ; while the 
Emperor Alexander rested his views chiefly on the 
Holy Gospel, and on the inconsistency of the union 
of the two — the temporal and spiritual powers in 
the person of the Pope. "Although the general 
point of view may be different," he remarked in a 
letter to Eome in 1816, "it can scarcely be other- 
wise than true to afBrm, all insinuation apart, that 
the Sovereign of the Roman States has, as the chief 
of the Western Church, set, by his refusal to sub- 
scribe the treaty, a somewhat singular example. 
An act of alliance so thoroughly conformable to 
the doctrine and spirit of Religion, and what is 
more, alogether so temperate, that it does not 
attack in the slightest or most indirect way the 
claim to supremacy made by the See of Rome, a 
treaty of such a kind, I say, does not afford the 
least justiiication for this refusal. Further stUl, 
the Pope in refusing puts himself in a painful 
dilemma, namely, that of either declaring that the 
fundamental dogma of our Lord and Saviour is, 
in his eyes, decidedly inferior to that by which he 
vindicates his own prerogatives, or by identify- 
ing the two, viz., the law of Christian obedience 
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and that of Papal submission — he assimilates the 
position of those Christian princes independent of 
the Papacy with that of sovereigns lost in the dark- 
ness of heathenism. The former of these asser- 
tions scarcely admits of being distinctly articulated. 
The latter iflipugns aU the guarantees for the 
temporal sovereignty of the See of Eome, inas- 
much as it implies the complete disorganisation of 
all those habits of deference which Russia, Prussia, 
Sweden, and North Germany have observed towards 
her. It is besides, this double character of the 
temporal and the spiritual powers, that has proved 
the stumbling-block of the, in other respects, far- 
sighted policy of the Vatican." 

This combination of powers spiritual and tem- 
poral, — a combination that has never harmonised, 
and of which the union in the same individual has 
been proscribed by Scripture itself, has been the 
cause of the unsatisfactory position of the Roman 
See, which in the conilict that has arisen between 
its functions, has assumed an attitude so negative, 
as to be scarcely edifying for Christendom; and 
which one must be content to deplore, without 
any hope of retrievement. 

These two powers have never legitimately been 
united since the time of Melchisedek, a person 
wholly mysterious, typical, and supernatural. The 
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royal, priestly, and prophetic character, were united 
only in our Lord Jesus Christ, sLs the " Son of 
God." The Old Testament records the punishment 
inflicted on those who like Josiah tried to combine 
them. Even among pagans, men do not dare to 
approach the altar of sacrifice sword in hand. The 
sceptre of sovereignty is only the sword which 
punishes the guilty and protects the innocent. If 
the combination of the two powers had been 
enjoined in the ancient Law, whidh was a law 
of Justice, much more would it have been right 
in the New Covenant, which is a law of Love 
and Mercy. These principles of the Emperor, 
eminently Christian as they were, could evidently 
not be reconciled vnth the purely Roman principles 
of the Holy See ; and hence intimate associations, 
such as might be based on an identity of views 
and interests, were impossible between the two 
Courts, though that did not prevent the main- 
tenance of cordial ofBcial relations between the 
two governments. 

It is at any rate certain that the Emperor 
Alexander, in consequence of this discordancy of 
opinion, by which his deepest religious convictions 
were deeply wounded, was strengthened still more 
in his determination of imposing just bounds to 
the power of the Papacy within his dominions. 
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But as for the Court of Kome, she pursued 
her system. She thought, by refusing to extend 
the power of the Latin Bishops in Russia, to 
force the Czar's Government into the accept- 
ance of a Nuncio, who should wield extensive 
ecclesiastical powers. The Russian cabinet, with- 
out giving any positive answer to this demand, 
associated the realization of this desire of the Holy 
See, with the acceptance of certain propositions 
concerning the Roman Rite in Russia, the preface 
to which declared that the Papal envoy could only 
enjoy in Russia a position purely political. Hence 
the propositions of Russia on the subject of eccle- 
siastical affairs not having been accepted at Rom-e, 
the question of the Mission of a Nuncio naturally 
dropped. 

The Emperor was resolutely resolved not to 
allow the See of Rome to exercise a spiritual 
supremacy over the Catholic Churches, neither in 
a vague and capricious form, nor yet in forms 
which were incompatible with the laws of the 
Empire, nor permit it to exhibit its assumption 
by either indirect measures, or by those which had 
a tendency to become coercive, and thus harass the 
consciences of the clergy and the people. 

M. Italinsky, summoned early in 1817 to replace 
Baron de Thuyll as Minister Plenipotentiary at the 
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Vatican, received instructions to regulate the affairs 
of the Eoman Church in Kussia, after the following 
principles: — 1st, to maintain the purely spiritual- 
character of the Papal supremacy over this Church, 
and consequently to eliminate for ever the possi- 
bility of that supremacy taking a direct or indirect 
shape in mundane politics or interests of any 
earthly kind. 2ndly, to assign to the exercise of 
this supremacy, certain fixed forms, so as to 
secure a spiritual du'ection to the Church, without 
this tendency, or the method of exhibiting it 
being liable in any case to come into conflict 
with the authority of the laws and the temporal 
government, under whose auspices the Eoman 
Eite in Eussia holds its very existence. 3rdly, 
in view of these principles, and to give prac- 
tical effect to them, to maintain vrith mutual 
fidelity the method hitherto employed with regard 
to the nomination of bishops, the publication of 
briefs, and in general to all the administrative 
measures bearing on Public Worship ; and in con- 
sequence to transmit, through the sole intervention 
of the Imperial Ministry, to the chiefs of the 
Eoman clergy the rules and regulations which 
should be submitted to them by the See of Eome. 
And 4thly., to accept the privileges which the 
Eoman clergy had solicited from the Court of 
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Rome, as a means of simplifying their reciprocal 
relations, and not of discouraging, by the shackles 
which distance multiplies, the ecclesiastical service 
of this Communion. 

M. Italinsky was at the same time recommended 
to inspire Eome with that moderation of view which 
harmonised with reflection, and to help her to un- 
derstand that her ambitious and exclusive preten- 
sions were scarcely adapted to the entire system of 
Europe ; that she could only vneld an essential 
influence in the balance of the destinies of Italy, 
by substituting for power abused and projects 
originated by ambition, the respect which she had 
never yet inspired, and a deliberative wisdom she 
had never yet shown ; that, in a word, this was 
the sole hope for her becoming esteemed as an 
authority in the spiritual world, and escaping the 
antagonism of those States which were influenced 
by so many motives for restricting her jurisdiction, 
because she had never ceased to be towards them 
hostile and menacing. 

Unhappily these wise counsels were not accepted 
by the Holy See. The influence which the religious 
congregations, composed as they were of individuals 
of the regular Vatican stamp, and the jealousy 
which his colleagues entertained towards Car- 
dinal Consalvi, exercised such an influence over 
VOL. n. 2 A 
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Pius VII. in spiritual matters, as to prevent him 

departing from that habitual line of fanaticism 

which the Court of Eome had always consistently 

followed. " Intolerance," wrote M. Italinsky in 

1822 to the cabinet of St. Petersburg, " is by the 

Court of Kome elevated into a poHtical maxim, and 

ignorance into a reason of State. A sojourn of six 

years at Eome has given me the profound conviction 

that the only plan to foUow in the prosecution of 

relations with the Quirinal, is to determine to 

execute what the spvereign in his wisdom thinks 

fit for the well-being of his subjects, without asking 

Kome's approbation. The Canonical Institution of 

first fruits fairly levied, and the bestowal of the 

different faculties for those in orders, such are the 

sole points in which the supremacy of the holy 

See maintains, and ought to maintain, a direct 

influence in the Roman Catholic Church." 

In political affairs the pontificate of Pius VII. 
was characterised by the omnipotency of Cardinal 
Consalvi. His devotion to Pius VII., his indis- 
putable services to the Holy See, during the period 
of the Congress of Vienna, had won for him the 
entire confidence of the Pope, who, never having 
laid aside either the temper or the habits of a monk, 
was only too happy to find a minister on whom 
he could devolve some of the cares of government. 
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Cardinal ConsalYi, a jealous and Hgli-niinded 
man, of good intentions, as well as indefatigable 
activity, was nevertheless deficient in that discern- 
ment necessary for the management of an eccle- 
siastical State, where the play of temporal and 
spiritual interilsts renders every question infinitely 
more complicated. The commencement of his 
career was not signalised by the initiation of those 
solid studies which would have enabled him later 
on to have proved of higher service. Liked and 
distinguished by Pius YII. he had always filled 
some office about the palace, and had in con- 
sequence never been qualified for anything but 
a courtier ; stilj a happy natural constitution had 
supplied in some degree his deficiencies, and if 
" he had possessed more tact, if he had known how 
to manipulate his equals, he had doubtless been one 
of the foremost men of the period. His first care 
was to despoil the CoUege of Cardinals — the chiefs 
of the community — of aU their functions, and to 
attach to himself the various threads of the admi- 
nistration ; — to centralize everything, and to dis- 
integrate the established order of things. His 
entourage partook of neither the integrity of his 
aims or the purity of his views ; and hence a crowd 
of abuses and inconveniences compassed him 
about. The cardinals had only one thought, 
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and that was to destroy his influence, in which 
they succeeded most perfectly, as we said ahove, 
in spiritual affairs; and far as it was from the 
private convictions of the Cardinal Secretary of 
State, they managed to erect fanaticism into a 
political principle. 

The veiy successes of the Holy See in her ne- 
gotiations with foreign courts, seemed to establish 
this unfortunate tendency. In 1817 she con- 
cluded Concordats with Piedmont, Bavaria, and 
France : in 1818 with Russia, Poland, and the 
King of Naples : and in 1821 arranged an eccle- 
siastical convention vrith the King of Prussia ; 
some of these Concordats were such as were emi- 
nently advantageous for the Vatican. . 

After four years' negotiation, a Concordat with 
Bavaria was concluded on the 6th of June, 1817, 
by which the king bound himself explicitly to in- 
crease, vdthout any real necessity, the numbers of 
the dioceses and chapters ia his kingdom ; to leave 
the education of the clergy entirely in the episcopal 
hands, without any State control whatever ; to re- 
open the convents which had been closed since 
1803 ; to receive at his court a Nuncio en per- 
manence ; to allow the clergy to open direct rela- 
tions with the Holy See ; to submit the press to 
the censorship of the higher Catholic clergy of the 
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kingdom in all matters relating to religion and 
morality ; and to abrogate the articles of the con- 
stitution, which guaranteed to the Bavarians of the 
two Protestant communions the possession of the 
same civil rights as the members of the Roman 
Catholic confession. These stipulations, which 
obtained for Mgr. Haefflin, the Bavarian Minister 
at the Court of Rome — who negotiated this con- 
cordat — a cardinal's hat, were universally consi- 
dered as so thoroughly contradictory in spirit to 
the sovereignty of royal crowns and to the liberty of 
the people, that, after the publication of this con- 
vention, the Ministers of other Courts, who had 
come to Rome charged with the interests of their 
different Churches, utterly despaired of obtaining 
from the Vatican conditions which should harmo- 
nise with the dignity of their respective Govern- 
ments. This treaty excited general discontent in 
Germany, and especially in Bavaria, even in the 
king's own council, and for a long time the official 
gazette did not dare to publish it. Public opinion 
accused the Bavarian Government of having con- 
cluded a Concordat without any previous consul- 
tation with the other members of the Confedera- 
tion ; — of having lowered itself to that degree, that 
it had become only a docile agent to execute all 
the commands of the Vatican; — of having sacri- 
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ficed the liberty of the press to the fanaticism of 
the clergy ; and of having, by the augmentation of 
the chapters, unnecessarily added to the burdens of 
the nation, only in order to foster clerical vanity 
and self-indulgence. The indignation vyhich this 
Concordat provoked in Germany was so unanimous, 
that the Bavarian Government found itself forced 
to annul the two stipulations on the subject of the 
press and of Protestant worship, so contrary to 
the spirit of the age, that is to say, the Edict on 
Eeligion, and its Ordinance on the Liberty of the 
Press, pubhshed simultaneously with the new Con- 
stitution ; and this in spite of the engagement it 
had signed to consider the Concordat as a law of 
the State, in which neither the king nor his suc- 
cessors could make any alteration without the 
authority and co-operation of the apostolic See. 
These radical changes effected in the Concordat 
with the Court of Munich were distasteful to 
Eome, especially as this Concordat was considered 
as a type for future arrangements which might be 
made with the other courts of Germany. 

On the 11th of July, 1817, was signed be- 
tween the Courts of Eome and of France, that 
Concordat by which Louis XVIII., while re- 
nouncing aU the advantages secured to him by the 
Concordat of 1801, consented to its abolition ; to 
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the abrogation of those articles termed organic, 
and to the augmentation, without any restriction, 
of the number of the dioceses ; and, lastly, engaged 
to re-establish the relations between the Church of 
France and the See of Kome on that footing on 
which they w'ere at the commencement of the 
sixteenth century, and at which the world stood 
aghast. Practically, however, the Concordat be- 
tween Leo X. and Francis I,, signed in August, 
1516, was not registered by the Parliament till 
1518, and according to the order of the king ; 
while this forced inscription prevented neither the 
opposition of the Parliament nor of the clergy, 
who during a century never ceased to protest 
against the act, and insist on The Pragmatic 
Sanction, so contrary to the pretensions of Eome. 
Hence one may easily understand the general sur- 
prise at the revival of an act which Francis I. 
himself never regarded as advantageous for France, 
and to the acceptance of which that monarch was 
only brought by the urgent necessity under which 
he lay, of gaining the support of the Papal See 
through a reign marked as his was by storms and 
vicissitudes. This Concordat, energetically opposed 
by the public opinion of France, was never ratified 
by the Chambers, and thus never possessed any 
true legal validity. Even the Court of Kome was 
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itself convinced of the necessity of retracting it, 
and all these negotiations with the Holy See 
resulted in nothing but an increase in the episcopal 
dioceses. The Concordat of 1801, and the Organic 
Articles, alone preserved the force of law. 

A Concordat not less advantageous for the Court 
of Rome, was, on the 16th of February, 1818, 
signed at Terracina by the King of Naples. By 
the provisions of this convention, the bishops had 
the right of censorship over all books printed 
in the kingdom, and Eome received complete au- 
thority over the clergy. The king in reviving 
the liberty of communication with the Holy See 
for the clergy of his realm, entered into an en- 
gagement to abrogate the placeat recfium. While, 
in adopting the same stipulations for Sicily as for 
the kingdom of Naples, and in suppressing alto- 
gether the charge for the delegat royal, he had 
assimilated the relations between the Church of 
Sicily and the Holy See and Naples, in spite of 
those special privileges which this kingdom en- 
joyed, and which had been accorded to it by 
Urban II. at the close of the eleventh century. 
By the placeat regium, no Bull, Brief, Decree, or 
other act emanating from the Court of Eome could 
be received, printed, published, or put in execution 
within the kingdom till after the royal authorisa- 
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tion had been received. This edict, which in its 
origin went back to the time of the rule of Philip 
II., King of Spain, over the kingdom of Naples, 
had been renewed on different occasions. The 
right of nominating the delegat royal in Sicily 
was connected with special ecclesiastical privileges 
granted to King Roger, in 1097, by Pope Urban 11. 
These privileges permitted, among other advan- 
tages, the kings of Sicily to exercise the power of 
legate of the Holy See, equally in circumstances 
where this jurisdiction was opposed, as where it 
was voluntarily conceded. Pope Urban II. de- 
clared by his Bull that he would execute the same 
official acts through the intervention of King Roger 
and his successors as he would perform through 
any ordinary legate, and formed his legatical es- 
tablishment at the Court of Sicily on this footing. 
It was by virtue of this concession that the King 
of Sicily, like a legate of the Holy See, enjoyed the 
power of erecting new bishoprics, amalgamating 
existing ones, altering dioceses or suppressing them, 
and might act in the same way with abbeys ; 
gi-anting exemptions, disposing of benefices, pro- 
nouncing censure, absolution, etc. The judge 
whom the King nominated as his representative in 
the ecclesiastical jurisdiction was denominated the 
" Delegate of the King," and received appeals from 
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the decisions of the bishops. The stipulations of 
1817 were then so thoroughly contrary to the in- 
terests of the State, and so intensely disapproved 
by all the subjects of the King who were capable 
of analysing them, that the Government of Naples 
found itself, to the great dissatisfaction of the 
Court of Eome, obliged ultimately to abrogate 
them, and re-establish the ancient prerogatives of 
the King in regard to ecclesiastical affairs of the 
kingdom. 

In 1821 a Concordat of a much more temperate 
or moderate kind was signed' with Prussia, one 
that had been prepared a good while before by 
M. Niebutre, the Prussian Minister at Eome. 
This convention contained the following condi- 
tions. Istly. By a new arrangement of the dio- 
ceses, there were to be two archbishoprics, — that 
of Gnesno with two bishoprics, namely, Ermeland 
and Breslau; and that of Cologne, with three 
bishoprics, viz. those of Munster, Paderborn, and 
Treves. 2ndly. The election of bishops and arch- 
bishops was committed jointly to the respective 
cathedral chapters, and to the See of Rome, which 
latter reserved the right of nomination to the 
bishoprics and to the vacant canonries during cer- 
tain fixed months. A secret article engaged that 
the Pope would always in the case of vacancies 
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address a pastoral letter to them, to guard against 
the selection of individuals who might be distasteful 
to the King. The chapters should present their 
candidates to the Government, who would request 
through the instrumentality of its Minister at the 
Vatican, the ccwifirmation of any one of the three 
who might seem to his Holiness the best qualified 
to fill the vacant place. The holy Father engaged 
on his side only to nominate during the months in 
which his right was in operation, such individuals 
as were subjects of the King, and such as had 
not given the government any grounds of dis- 
pleasure. 

On the 8th of August, 1823, Pope Pius VII. 
died. Even after he had breathed his last, his 
decease did not in the least weaken the courage 
of Consalvi, who imperious as ever, retained his 
influence in the early days of the vacancy of the 
Papal Chair over the decisions taken by the sacred 
college. But the storm soon broke over him. 
The whole body of Cardinals concentrated their 
one aim to elect a Pope who should be an enemy 
of Consalvi's, and thus neutralise the influence 
of those Powers, who, as they knew, had em- 
ployed all their strength to guarantee to him 
a political existence in the future. Such were 
their views in the choice of Severoli, and 
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until he was' excluded by Austria, the coalition 
among the anti-Consalvians maintained the same 
character, and was only engrossed with the one 
idea of choosing an individual who would have 
nothing to' do with Consalvi or any of his institu- 
tions. Such were the ideas of Cardinal DeUa 
Genga, Vicar of Rome, who was elected Pope 
under the name of Leo XII. Cardinal Delia 
Genga, who had figured in the career of Nuncio, 
was one of the most zealous defenders of the pri- 
vileges of the Church, and was known for his 
opposition to the views of Napoleon, at the time 
when ecclesiastical affairs were being settled by 
the Confederation of the Rhine. Previous to that 
he had published, during the reign of Pius VI., a 
work in favour of the privileges of the Nunciature 
as against the ecclesiastical electors. He began 
by organising a council, composed of six cardinals 
selected from the party which at Rome was known 
by the title of Zelanti or fanatics ; and he chose 
for his Secretary of State Cardinal Delia Somaglia, 
the Dean of the Sacred College, an octogenarian 
who had entirely lost his memory. Cardinal Se- 
veroli, one of the most influential of the Zela,nti, 
observed to a foreign minister, "Mark the prin- 
ciples which alone ought to guide the government 
of the State of the Holy See. They are, the 
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exaltation of the Curia Eomana and the riches of 
the regular clergy." The Abbe Fea, a laivyer of 
moderate capacity, known for certain unedited 
works on the antiquities of which at Eome he was 
curator and inspector, a Zelanti of much loyalty, 
became the orgaa of the party in power ; and pub- 
lished two brochures, in 1825, against the four 
propositions, and in favour of the indirect domina- 
tion of Popes in the temporal affairs of sove- 
reigns. 

Thus the spirit which animated the Court of the 
Vatican in matters ecclesiastical, was, from the 
time of the Pope's restoration to Rome, thoroughly 
hostile to the pressing requirements of the clergy 
and the whole Catholic Church in Russia, and 
could not but thwart the intentions, thoroughly 
sound but feebly urged, which, as we said above, 
the Russian Cabinet cherished in favour of the 
Catholics in the Empii-e ; while in return for the 
many and great services rendered by the Emperor 
Alexander to the temporal power of the Pope, His 
Majesty received no benefit whatever for the Latin 
clergy in his Empire. The only courtesy which 
the Court of the Vatican manifested towards the 
Emperor was confined to the settlement of a private 
matter, that is to say, the annulling the marriage 
of the Princess Charlotte of Bavaria with the 
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hereditary Prince of Wurtemberg, so that he, as 
soon as the divorce was declared, espoused the 
Grand Duchess Catherine, the sister of the Em- 
peror Alexander. 
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Feom the preceding we may therefore assert that, 
under the reign of the Emperor Alexander, the 
Eoman Catholic religion and its representatives 
enjoyed in Russia, not toleration only, but even the 
patronage of the government. All professing this 
faith had full liberty to follow their own form of 
worship. The Latin clergy retained their im- 
mense estates, while the Roman Cathohc Polish 
government had already begun to withdraw them. 
There was even an agent in the department of 
Public Worship to defend them and their proper- 
ties ; and they had obtained more real dioceses 
than they had in the time of Poland. In the 
circular addi-essed to the clergy at the commence- 
ment of 1807, on the occasion of the alliance of 
Russia and Prussia against Napoleon, Mgr. Sies- 
trencewicz could say with perfect justice, "In 
Russia we profess our faith without the least 



368 BOMANISM IN BUSSIA. 

hindrance ; with such freedom that we might even 
say our religion is the dominant one." We may 
go farther, and add that the clergy of the Church 
dominant do not enjoy the same privileges as 
those which were accorded to the Latin Church, 
possessed no such large territorial property, nor 
had in the western provinces, considering the rela- 
tive number of the population, such large bishoprics 
as the Eoman Catholics, and they were also less 
numerous. The Greek churches falling into ruin, 
and built only of wood, sometimes did not even 
resemble churches, testifying by the side of the 
magnificent Catholic temples, that the religion of 
peasants and the religion of lords remained the 
same as formerly under the Polish domination. 

One would conclude from all this, that the Em- 
peror Alexander and the Russian government 
might presume on at least some gratitude on the 
part of the Eoman Catholic clergy, but it was not 
so. At the period so disastrous for Eussia, the 
year 1812, when all Eussia sacrificed country, 
fortune, and life, the Metropolitan Siestrencewicz 
wrote to Prince Galitzen : " Although, without 
any doubt, I ought to acknowledge that in general 
all Eoman Catholic ecclesiastics living in Eussia 
should give an example by their conduct, yet I 
cannot take upon myself all the responsibility of 
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such a promise." And the Metropolitan was not 
deceived; some Latin bishops, who should have 
been models to their clergy and their flocks, 
favoured the plans of Napoleon. Kossakowsky, 
suffragan of Courland, received him at Wilna ; the 
coadjutor Bishop of Samogitia, the Prince Ignace 
Gedrojc, passed over to the French; Dederko, 
Bishop of Minsk, accompanied the French troops, 
stirred up the people to rebellion, engaged the 
youth to enter the ranks of Napoleon's army, 
bought over those who refused, or threatened them 
with excommunication, and then went to present 
his report to the head quarters of Napoleon. 

At the death of the Emperor Alexander, when 
all Russia, without distinction of religion, wept for 
his loss, the Latin clergy of the Empire, who, 
during more than a quarter of a century, had 
prayed for him at their Masses, declined to follow 
the example of their brothers of the kingdom of 
Poland, refused to say Masses after death for the 
repose of his soul, under the pretext that he was 
a heretic ; and it was only in a few Catholic 
churches that they prayed for the late protector of 
the Roman Church in Russia, one whom Pope Pius 
VII. remembered (as he said) every day in his 
prayers. The Metropolitan Siestrencewicz, almost 
a centenarian, who had survived him, was himself 
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on the brink of the tomb, and the ecclesiastics who 
directed him at that period, gave on this subject 
the following explanation to Admiral Shishkoff: 
" The Canons of the Church do not permit of such 
funeral services. Pope Gregory III. and the Third 
Council of Latran expressly forbid the saying 
Masses for those who die without the pale of the 
Catholic Church. By the ordinances issued at 
different times, in favour of the Roman Catholics 
living in Russia, they have been allowed to admi- 
nister their rites and to pray according to their 
canonical rules ; the sovereigns of Russia never 
put any constraint upon Roman Catholics in regard 
to such funeral ceremonies. This is why, in my 
capacity of Roman Catholic archbishop in the 
Russian empire, I cannot give any prescriptions on 
this subject to the clergy in subjection to me, 
however bitterly we may deplore it in the present 
case. Such an act on my part would win for me 
an opinion very disadvantageous of almost a hun- 
dred millions of Roman Catholics residing in 
Europe, chiefly in Austria, in Italy, in France, in 
Spain, etc. From information which I have re- 
ceived I find that at a Roman Catholic church at 
Riga the funeral service was celebrated by the 
order of the civil authority, as well as at Odessa 
by the request of the Syndics, especially of M. 
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Renaud, who having a son, the director of the 
orchestra of the theatre, wished an occasion for 
him to distinguish himself by the performance of 
Mozart's Requiem. I only mention this inci- 
dentally, as I have no intention of further inves- 
tigating the occurrence, which certainly reveals a 
wonderful devotion for the sovereign." Thirty 
years later the Roman canons did not hinder the 
Latin clergy from fulfilling their duties as subjects ; 
in all the Latin churches of the empire they volun- 
tarily celebrated funeral services for the repose of 
the soul of the Emperor Nicholas. 

As to the Ultramontane party, far from being 
satisfied with the favour under which the Latin 
clergy rejoiced beneath the rule of the Emperor 
Alexander, nothing satisfied them. They could 
not forgive the government either for the creation 
of the Ministry of Public Worship, an imitation 
(as they called it) of the impious institution of 
Napoleon, or for placing at the head of this mi- 
nistry, to which all the existing confessions in 
Russia were subordinated, including the dominant, 
a minister professing not Catholicism, but the 
Greek religion. Let us hear Count Joseph de 
Maistre, and we shall hear from him, not without 
astonishment perhaps, that the Catholic religion 
not only was not tolerated in Russia, but that it 
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was even persecuted there. All this is explained 
by means of different' sophisms more or less 
talented. Of what 'then were the Ultramontanes 
short ? What did they require ? Neither more 
nor less than omnipotence for Rome, and the ex- 
clusive domination of the Roman Catholic religion 
in Russia, with, of course, the right of persecuting 
other Christian confessions ; — direct relations with 
the Pope for every Roman Catholic, without any 
control on the part of the government — a thing 
which even few Roman Catholic countries tole- 
rate ; — the establishment at St. Petersburg of a 
permanent Nunciature, which should administer 
the Church and the clergy according to the in- 
structions of the Holy See, and impose the first 
jfruits in favour of the Popes. They would have 
liked to abolish all the institutions of the State, 
with regard to ecclesiastical affairs, and rendered 
impossible any influence from the civU power ; in a 
word, to have transformed Russia into a Papal 
province ; to have revived, if they had been able, 
the Dfecretals and the epoch of Gregory VII., so 
dear to them. What valuable instruction this for 
every government which considers it necessary to 
beg the good o£5ces of the Holy See? It may 
weU be persuaded that it is impossible to satisfy 
Rome by any concessions in conformity vsdth the 
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intere^s and dignity of the State ; that every 
concession is only considered by her as a weak- 
ness, and that the relations between this eccle- 
siastical authority and temporal governments find 
their sole expression in a constant struggle — not 
sanguinary it Is true, like the conflicts of the 
middle ages, but one of secret diplomacy and ob- 
stinate persistency. 

The whole of the Koman system is based on 
egotism. Our Saviour and religion take the se- 
cond place, while the Pope and his clergy occupy 
the first. But the times have gone by when Popes 
made and dethroned kings, — when sword in hand 
they maintained their power against aU resistance, 
and with the weapons of anathemas and excommu- 
nications made whole nations stoop and tremble. 
That ancient power exists no longer ; and in truth 
the overwhelming preponderance of the Papacy 
was only possible in the midst of nations in a state 
of infancy ; but the desires, the tendencies, what we 
may call the system of action, has never changed. 
To-day, as much as ever, Rome feels the need 
she has for domination. The means alone have 
changed. The hierarchical organisation of the 
Church, created by the Holy See, is employed as 
an instrument for insinuating in the clergy that 
everything depends on Rome, and that her interests 
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ought first to be subserved, religion afterwards. 
It is on this principle that all the religious orders 
have been founded ; and it is in obedience to these 
considerations that they have been exempted from 
all subordination to episcopal authority, and form, 
so to say, a kind of Papal lifeguard. Their generals 
are to be found at Rome. If once they had any 
claim on Rome's favour, they won privileges for 
their corporations ; while these in turn attached 
them, as a matter of course, still closer to the 
Holy See, and made them forget every interest 
except that of the Court of Rome. It is precisely 
with a view to the same object that the Holy See 
only allowed the bishops those different ecclesias- 
tical faculties, without which they could not exer- 
cise their functions except for a certain term of 
years, as for certain prescribed cases. This term 
. expired, the bishops should apply afresh to Rome 
for their renewal, though they constituted no ex- 
ception to the general rule, but were, on the 
contrary, essential to the exercise of Episcopal 
functions, without which this dignity would be 
nothing better than an empty title. It would 
surely appear that having once given consecration 
to a Bishop, the Holy See would have felt bound 
to maintain him permanently in possession of the 
powers essentially associated with his office. If he 
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did not. fulfil his duties, Rome could remove him 
from his diocese ; but if his actions proved in all 
respects conformable to the dignity conferred on 
him, why this periodical confirmation which had 
been once bestowed ? Does there exist any 
single government which would require of those it 
has once named its chiefs, that, after a certain 
lapse of time, they should appear as suppliants for 
a continuance of the prerogatives attached to their 
very office? The Holy See instituted this rule 
equally with the view of constantly reminding the 
Bishop that his career was in the hands of Eome, 
and that Eome only he should serve. 

The same idea beyond all question suggested to 
the Holy See the formalities which preceded the 
consecration of a Bishop. After having gathered, 
through its agents, the most complete details con- 
cerning the ecclesiastic whom the government 
destined for the Episcopal dignity, the Holy See 
announced its consent. It only remained then to 
fix his consecration ? Very far from that ! It 
was further necessary to ask for authority to in- 
stitute the canonical process ; to send this process 
to Rome, to solicit that it might be examined 
there, and after all these the BuU of consecration 
at last arrived. Whoever cares to examine the 
form of this canonical process, will easily arrive at 
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the conviction that there could be no probability of 
attaining a real knowledge of the individual sub- 
paitted to this anatomical dissection ; that this 
process is after aU only a phase of subserviency, a 
formality as tedious as it is superfluous. Why 
then did the Court of Eome exact it, knowing as 
she did not only the complete biography of every 
ecclesiastic, but his very convictions, tendencies, 
and desires? Only to enforce on any impatient 
and ambitious prelate the fact that it was none 
other than Rome who could accomplish his wishes, 
and thus attract all his regards and all his hopes 
towards Eome herself. Such egotism erected into 
a system, although out of place in the eccle- 
siastical department, might still have been con- 
sidered only as an infirmity, — a strange one perhaps 
and one incompatible with Christian humility, if it 
had not been dangerous to the Church. But when 
this egotism is positively pernicious, it becomes 
unpardonable on the part of a Patriarch who 
believes himself the representative of Christ on 
earth, and knows that there is no doubt but that 
it is pernicious. Without firm ecclesiastical local 
authority, the monks become demoralised, forget 
their vocation ; the deserted convents themselves 
become objects of scorn to the people. Does not 
religion and the Church suffer by this? What 
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does it matter? Rome is on the alert. "With 
the long correspondences for the extension of 
their official powers, the bishops, deprived of ac- 
tual influence, remain often hampered by the im- 
possibility of satisfying the just and most pressing 
demands of the* faithful for their religious require- 
ments ; and this now and then betrays them into 
blamable acts. But what does this signify ? The 
Court of Eome, in reyenge, has the pleasure of 
seeing its power respected. We might protract 
this series of examples of the egotism of the 
system of Eome, but what we have already re- 
corded suffices to prove the antagonism which 
exists between the interest of the Roman Catholic 
Church and that of her chief. 

We have already seen the results of this system 
in the administration of the Latin Church in Russia 
under the Emperor Alexander : the complete de- 
cadence of the monastic life ; the want of civili- 
zation among the clergy, and their unchristian 
covetousness ; and with all this, the impossibility 
of the Bishops beiag really serviceable to the 
Church. Certainly there is no single act of the 
Emperor Alexander in favour of the Roman clergy 
which one could justly censure him for ; but what 
one can fairly reproach the Russian administration 
of this period with is, that, in its mistaken belief 
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of the possibility of conciliating the laws of the 
State with the Eoman Catholic Canons, it did not 
act independently, setting the Pope altogether out 
of the question, for the advantage of the Latin 
Church in Kussia, as the Russian Ambassador at 
Rome, M. Italiansky, had recommended; — that 
illusions were indulged in as to the sympathy of 
the Holy See for this Church, which, if such sym- 
pathy existed, would have led Rome to sacrifice for 
the good of that Church her ambitious views ; — 
that this administration had encouraged negotia- 
tions with the Court of Rome, whose impartiality 
it exaggerated, for objects which the civil authority 
should have decided, and this especially when the 
question was to establish order among the clergy. 

One could only reproach the Russian Govern- 
ment with this, that nothing was refused to the 
Latin Church and clergy, who if they reached that 
stage of deterioration of which we have, in reliance 
on documents whose authenticity is unquestionable, 
given a description, were indebted for it to nothing 
but Rome and her traditionary system. 

At the commencement of the reign of the Em- 
peror Nicholas, the Pope was at length obliged to 
recognise with sorrow the pitiable condition of the 
Bishoprics, the dissolute state of public morality, 
and the decay of the religious sentiment among 
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the population of the Roman rite. A condition so 
lamentable as this could not have been developed 
during the two years of the new reign, when the 
government had as yet taken no important measure 
in relation to ecclesiastical administration, and 
consequently it could be attributed only to the 
anterior organisation of the clergy, based, as we 
have seen, on the Roman Canon Law. Thus the 
testimony of the Court of Rome itself as to the 
justice of our conclusions on the condition of the 
Latin Church in Russia, under the Emperor Alex- 
ander, is but an indirect and involuntary recogni- 
tion of the imperfection of the Roman system, and 
the unquestionable evil which it has worked, as 
one may well be persuaded, on the religion, the 
clergy, and the population of the Latin rite. 



THE END. 
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